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TREES FOR REMEMBRANCE

New trees funded from the Ruby Holloway Bequest to
the Civic Society have been planted in the front of
Neston High School and were unveiled at a ceremony
last month.

As well as a tree commemorating Queen Elizabeth II’s
platinum jubilee, two others remember two champi-
ons of local education, Reg Chrimes and Norman
Angel.

Queen Elizabeth II,  Reg Chrimes, Norman Angel

Having actually been planted the
day before, the trees were “ceremo-
nially” planted and unveiled before
members of both men’s families,
local councillors, the school and
members of the Civic Society.

Peter Cunnington, whose time as
Curator of Ness Gardens coincided
with some of Reg’s and Norman’s
years as local councillors, advised
the Society on the choice of trees.

Reg Chrimes is remembered with a
 “Susannah van Veen”, just

left of the exit gates.  After being
ceremonially “planted” by Cllr
Louise Gittins, one of Reg’s succes-
sors as a representative of Little
Neston, his son Mike thanked the
Society for the memorial and said
how marvellous it was to see the
new school.

He said, “When I was a child there
was no secondary school in Neston
and for ten years after the passing of
the 1944 Education Act my father

struggled to get one in Neston, but
even when it came it was a second-
ary modern with the brightest chil-
dren being bussed out.”

It was another 14 years before it
became comprehensive. Mike said
the new school epitomised every-
thing his father had hoped for for
the community of Neston, and his
father having always encouraged
him and his sister to take an interest
in gardening, this memorial in this
location seemed entirely appropri-
ate.

The  (“Swamp
Cypress”) for Norman Angel, set
further in from the gates, was
“planted” by one of Norman’s suc-
cessors in Neston Ward, Cllr Keith
Millar.

In responding, Norman’s son Peter
said his father was not a Nestonian,
having been born in Liverpool and

raised in Oxton and Meols but the
family had moved to Neston in
1953 and he soon became involved
in local politics having met Reg
Chrimes out canvassing.  He was
elected to the council in 1956 and
apart from a short break served
until 2003.  Like Reg he was well-
respected and a hard-working coun-
cillor and was a great champion of
local comprehensive education.

Town Mayor Pat Kynaston unveiled

the plaque at the Platinum Jubilee
tree, 
in a semicircle of grass near the
main entrance. Seeking to find a link
across all three people remembered,
she pointed to their years of public
service, 60 years for Queen Eliza-
beth and the nearly 90 years joint
service by Reg and Norman.
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Explaining his tree recommendations, Peter Cunnington said, “The Jubilee
tree is very attractive and will look good in both summer and winter
because of its colour. The magnolia is a magnificent specimen and the
swamp cypress has nice autumn colours and there isn’t one in the area
outside Ness Gardens.”

 “Susannah van Veen”
C(“Swamp Cypress”)

Members of the Chrimes and Angel families with Headmaster Keith Simpson
and Councillors Kynaston, Millar and Gittins at the Jubilee Tree

Guests listen as Mike Chrimes recalls his father’s history of Neston campaigning
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Brenda Marple goes
ABOUT THE TOWN
Former dressmakers Queesra and
King on Parkgate Road has now
been taken over as a new venture
called House of Fabulous, selling
luxury gifts for the home.

Former newsagents Martins on The
Cross, now owned by Elephant Col-
lective, has been developed into a
flat, now occupied, and shop space
for Elephant Provisions.

The Little Sweet Shop, which took
over the premises run by Rigbys,
closed on 8th October, after about
18 months of trading. The owners
are pursuing different career paths.

New operators of The Lodestar
applied for a new Premises Licence,
which was approved with quite a
number of conditions for re-opening
as a public house serving food and
providing entertainment. No
opening arranged yet.

The former Barclays Bank now
owned by Adam Mitchell, is pro-
gressing well with the changes, the
additional storey now added for
accommodation, and the roof being
built. It has tidied up that part of the
town and is in keeping with nearby
properties. The slate roof and new
windows are an attractive addition.

The Civic Hall is now up and running
again, providing a suitable venue for
local theatre and community groups,
after the being closed for a long
period of time.

John Evans shoe shop has changed
ownership, and a new business will
be opening in the space above it, for-
merly occupied by Towey’s hair-
dressers.
Sadly, we’ve lost Tracey’s Food Hall,
on Brook Street, after about 25 years
of the family trading in the town.
Reduction in footfall, loss of busi-
ness through Covid, increased cost
of fuel, rising overheads and dimin-
ishing returns, have been given as
the reasons for the family’s decision
to close.

 died
on 1 June
2010. He
was born in
Liverpool
in 1923,
and
worked as
a scientist
with Shell

at Thornton Research Centre.

He was a councillor for over 45
years, first on Neston UDC (of
which he was twice Chairman)
and the on Ellesmere Port &
Neston Borough Council, repre-
senting Neston ward until 2003
(where he was Mayor 1983 –
1984). He was made an Honor-
ary Alderman for outstanding
contributions to local govern-
ment. He was for 20 years Secre-
tary of the Neston Female
Friendly Society, and for his work
with the Annual Fair was made a
Life Member of the Lancashire
and Cheshire Showman's Guild.

was born
in Neston,
He was a
teacher in
Wallasey
before
being a
teacher-
trainer at
CF Mott

College in Prescot.  He died, at
the age of 96, in 2021.

He was a councillor for Little
Neston from 1949 for 58 years,
first on Neston Urban District
Council and then on Ellesmere
Port and Neston Council, a
period of public service believed
to be a UK record. He was Leader
of the Council from October
2005 to May 2007. He pro-
moted the establishment of
Neston High School and the adja-
cent Recreation Centre, the re-
establishment of Neston’s market,
improved housing, and reduced
unemployment.
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the programme of archaeological
observation and recording, as the
site lies within the probable limits of
the medieval settlement of Neston,
and there is potential for archaeogi-
cal deposits to be encountered
during excavation.

In our April 2021 issue details were
given about a proposal by Brad-
shaw Ltd to add to their office
space, and convert a storage barn
into two self-contained residential
units in Golden Lion Yard, off the
High Street. Progress has been
made this year, after approval was
given for the development. The
extra office space is quite a substan-
tial building, taking up an area pre-
viously used by Bradshaws for staff
parking.

Work on the residential conversion
has yet to start, and will involve
the removal of asbestos. The devel-
opment has included cutting off an
unofficial pathway  from Churchill
Way to the High Street.

Another independent family busi-
ness that has closed its doors is
Paisley Grey, who recently invested
in changing the premises from partly
selling gifts, plants etc to a cafe with
bar. Currently looking for a buyer.

The former Gittins Warehouse new
development off Brook Street has
begun, and it didn’t take long to
demolish and clear the area ready
for the building of six flats.

Another area of development is 24-
28 Bridge Street, which includes
refurbishing two houses and con-
verting two shop fronts, as well as
the building of 8 units in the yard
behind. This is a a welcome addition
to this end of the town. An initial
plan for the area was made in
December 2014, with the latest revi-
sions being drawn up in July 2022.

A condition of approval is that the
materials used in the construction of
external surfaces preserves the char-
acter and appearance of the conser-
vation area. Also, the development
has to be carried out in strict accord-
ance with the requirements within

All photographs
by Brenda
Marple
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Planning Decisions give food for thought

Rob Ward recently spotted a couple
of unusual decisions on local plan-
ning applications.

The former newsagents Martins at
The Cross, and the former Lad-
broke’s betting shop in Badger Bait,
Little Neston, both had applications
to be used as hot food takeaways.

Both were refused on health
grounds, not a common reason for
refusal, and one was  then allowed
on appeal. Examples of reasons for
refusal (not including public health)
are given on the CWaC website,
although found more easily on the
Civic Society’s website (go to About
Us and Planning).

For 14 The Cross, Neston,  the
Council refused to grant planning
permission on the following
grounds:

As it happens, the shop is now
owned by Elephant Collective, and
has been developed into a flat,
now occupied, and shop space for
Elephant Provisions.

For 63 Badger Bait, Little Neston,
the Council again refused permis-
sion for the same reason.

She said the main Issue  was the
effect of the proposal on public
health. The Council’s concerns
related primarily to the health char-
acteristics of young people within
the wider area and the prolifera-
tion of unhealthy food choices in
close proximity to educational facil-

ities. But she said, the nearest educa-
tional facilities were primary schools
.

Picture by Rob Ward

It is with some sadness that I have
decided this will probably be the last
Newsletter that it has been my privilege
and pleasure to edit and design.

But all good things (good for me, if not
for you the reader!) must come to an
end and I have decided now will be a
good time to retire.

Since the summer of 2016 when I took
on the task, there have been two
redesigns: the first to an A5 format, the
second to the present A4.  But it is
becoming ever more difficult to source
the number of articles required to make
a viable publication and I have
suggested that if a successor cannot be
found it may be that those articles that
do surface should go straight to the
Society’s website.



8

News from “abroad”

The Wirral Society reports:

The boulder clay cliffs at Thurstas-
ton are constantly eroding. Fre-
quent falls thrust out stones brought
down from the North in the last Ice
Age. Wirral Coastal policies are
often contentious. Here the gradual
washing down of clay into the River
Dee makes it a valuable area for
birds and developing complex
marshland. Cliff top paths and
beach accesses have been rendered
unusable in this unstable coastal
edge.                   wirralsociety.net

Wirral Council, working with
expert partners such as the Envi-
ronment Agency began work in
April on building a 1.1km flood
barrier on South Parade, The flood
alleviation scheme aims to protect
the area from flooding well into
the next century.

The project aims to create a new
1.2m high pre-cast concrete flood
wall with integrated seating
designed to mitigate the risk of
flooding along South Parade.

Among the innovations will be
distance way markers to Marine
Lake to create a measured circular
route; bespoke artwork through-
out the scheme drawing on West
Kirby’s history, as well as the area's
local landscape and wildlife fea-
tures for inspiration, and a ‘blank
canvas’ public open space suitable
for multiple events such as food
festivals, markets, music and art
performances, award ceremonies
etc.

There will be vehicular access with
removable flood gate panels,
parking bays and floor art depict-
ing the original building layout
and compass.

 Among the 2021 civic awards for
design and conservation in Chester
are the Shot Tower apartments
completed in 2021. The lead shot
tower is the oldest of only three
remaining in England.

This new development maintains
and enhances the views of the shot
tower and provides an impressive
addition to the series of old and
new buildings along the canal.

Another award went to Storyhouse,
housed within the Odeon former
cinema together with the site of the
demolished Commerce House.

Other awards went to the  con-
version of Greenbank Hall into
apartments and houses, the Tram-
ways student accommodation,
the Abbey School, and the very
modern design of Chester Bus
Interchange

By rewarding the best architec-
tural projects, this award scheme
aims to stimulate interest in the
built environment and develop a
deeper and broader appreciation
of traditional craft skills and high
quality contemporary construc-
tion. The sponsoring bodies were
Cheshire West and Chester coun-
cil, the Cheshire Society of Archi-
tects and Chester Civic Trust.

To mark its 50th anniversary, The
Parkgate Society has launched a
number of projects to enhance the
visitor experience.

The first involved the provision of
more interpretation boards along
its Heritage Trail.

After further discussions with the
CWaC Total Environment Team,
the Society has now embarked on a
Crowdfunding project to open up
and improve access at the far end
of the Old Baths, and provide an
accessible viewing platform over-
looking the marsh and recently
created pond. The Society are
looking for support for this project,
which can be viewed at
www.spacehive.com/parkgate-soci-
ety-viewing-platform.Photo by Brenda Marple
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Our talks programme resumes
At we were delighted to see the building beautifully restored.
Gavin Hunter outlined the history of the Manor, from the first part of the
building in 1805 by the Congreves, through ownership by the Gladstones
and Alfred Joynson, to Liverpool City Council.

Tony Barton, Chairman of architects Donald Insall, described the restora-
tion, beginning with dealing with the dry rot, caused by wet following theft
of lead gutters, finding a use for the building, and building houses in the
grounds to fund the restoration. The developers, Peter Betts, restored the
Manor before building the houses.

The Manor is now owned by Russell Taylor, a recruitment agency, who
employ 60 people, and own the café and ateliers. The walled garden and
sunken garden are looked after by Friends of Burton Manor.

Members walked round the grounds to see the houses being built. Unfortu-
nately, Peter Betts was unable to come, but his son Tom Betts was able to
tell us, in discussion afterwards, that the houses were heated by liquefied
petroleum gas, and that several of the
16 houses had already been sold,
without advertising.

Tony Barton (left) with Gavin Hunter

Janet Griffiths (left) with Tom Betts at
Burton Manor

Our second meeting in the URC
Community Hall after the pan-
demic was a talk by Gee Williams
about the village she lives in. She is
a poet and writer of fiction, and
has now written a book with the
same title as the talk. To collect
evidence for the book, her husband
David used time when he was
recovering from an accident to
speak to old people, some of
whom are no longer with us.

But she started much earlier, 10,000
years ago, when the area was
buried in ice. Homo sapiens came
about 9,000 years ago, and left
stone tools. Gee passed round a
multi-purpose stone tool, the only
archaeological artefact that she has
found.

The Celts came, tamed horses, and
worked metals such as bronze,
which allowed them to settle and
develop agriculture. Wirral has no
major rivers, but Puddington had a
watercourse, and good soil. The
Romans came, and Gee showed us

a stone inscribed “LEG XX VALERIA
VICTRIX”, and noted that life
expectancy fell during their occupa-
tion.

After the Romans left, came the
Dark Ages, so named because of
the lack of written records. It was
then that Puddington was named
Putta’s Town, which Gee thought
was pretentious.

Wirral was then a forest, described
as ‘a place of wild men’.

Domesday Book records that Earl
Hugh Wulfric succeeded Putta.
Puddington had land for three
ploughs, and there was one slave,
four villans, four bordars, one
radman, and one plough, and it
was worth 20 shillings.

The village was given to William
Massey, who came to live at Pud-
dington Old Hall (the first of three
halls), which had a defensive moat.
The family remained Catholic,
which meant they had to pay
taxes, and were cut off from
Burton and from Shotwick, which

were Church of England. They kept
a priest, one of whom, John Pless-
ington, was hung, drawn, and quar-
tered at Chester. He was made a
saint.

The second hall, Puddington New
Hall, was built in 1757 by John
Massey Stanley. It burned down in
1867, while it was lived in by
tenants called Sparrow.

The third hall, Puddington Hall, was
built in 1904 for Sir Rowland
Stanley Errington. It is now divided
into Puddington Hall and West
Hall, and was lived in by the Higgin
family. Gee notes that delivery
drivers get confused when they
come looking for Puddington Hall.

In 1916 John Eshelby was born at
the Priest’s House, Puddington, and
became a scientist, famous for his
work on mechanical fractures,
important in metal fatigue.

In the 1900’s the Stanleys left Pud-
dington, marking the end of 800
years of a feudal system.

A loop in time

Continued on page 10
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The 1901 census records that
George Bedson was still working as
a wheelwright, aged 86. In the
same year he was killed by a float,
on the road to Burton. He was
deaf, and Gee thought that since
the driver of the float was a neigh-
bour, he would have known that.

In the 1930s, Herbert Rowse rede-
signed Chapel House to form a
notable piece of architecture, and
lived there until he died in the
1960s. (He also designed many Liv-
erpool buildings, including Martin’s
bank.) Chapel House is now a
nursing home.

The Racing Stables was just that:
Helen Johnson-Houghton was a
successful trainer. She moved to
Oxfordshire and died at 102.

The Presbyterian Chapel was decon-
secrated in the 1960s.

The village is now a Conservation
Area. Near the village centre is
Home Farm, earlier farmed by the
Bibby company. Many of the farm

buildings have been converted to
houses.

 by Gee and David Williams
is available as a paperback or a
Kindle edition.

Our Planning  Panel

At our members’ meeting in July
we were very fortunate to have the
Chair of Cheshire West & Chester
Council Planning Committee, Cllr
Christine Warner, former Chair and
long-standing councillor for Willas-
ton, Thornton and Burton, Myles
Hogg, and Head of Planning, Rob
Charnley, to explain some of the
mysteries about the planning
system.

A third councillor, Martin Barker,
who represents Parkgate ward,
chaired the meeting which began

with a brief introduction from each
speaker.

Rob Charnley explained that as
Head of Planning he has 90 staff.

Christine Warner told us that she
had been Chair of the Planning
Committee since 2019, and it was a
controversial area, which required
her to be ringmaster. They had to
follow rules, be open, and explain
the reasons for their decisions.

Myles Hogg recalled that he had
been Chair of the Strategic Planning
Committee, which looked at major

proposals, which were often con-
tentious. About 90% of applica-
tions were decided by officers, the
rest were called in by a councillor
to be decided by the committee.
There is a presumption of accept-
ance, so there must be a good
reason to refuse an application.
Applicants can appeal, and the
Inspector comes from Bristol. Peti-
tions carry less weight than individ-
ual letters.

Most of the meeting was given over
to questions from the audience.

Cllr Christine Warner Cllr Martin Barker Cllr Myles Hogg

A loop in time 

puddingtonparishcouncil.co.uk

July 2022
meeting
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There is now only one.

Applicants can appeal only on mate-
rial grounds. It can cost a lot, but
some developers have deep pockets
and can hire expensive lawyers.

Design is subjective. In one case, the
officers advised acceptance, council-
lors decided refusal: on appeal the
inspector agreed with refusal, but
for different reasons! Only 20% of
appeals are successful. There are
three types of appeal – written sub-
missions (eg Boathouse Lane), a
local hearing in a hall (eg Brook
Meadow), and a public enquiry.
Myles Hogg recalled a contentious
application for student accommoda-
tion between Blacon and Molling-
ton, where the planning committee
voted 6:5. Myles was fired as chair-
man by the then Leader of the
Council, Mike Jones. When the issue
went to full council the vote was
59:1!

The meetings had been broadcast
for three months, and had proved
popular.

The footpath was not wide enough
for shared use, but £1.5m had been
designated for improvement of the
Wirral Way, which would include
better access to the station.

This will be looked at.

The Inspector should not be influ-
enced by the lawyers, and do not
like bullying. CWaC must pay for
the hall, and for the IT equipment.
The Local Plan is very important,
but it is difficult to get local people
engaged.

It is difficult to force a developer to
complete a building. CWaC try to
work  the developer, but in the
end a completion notice can be
served.

No.

No, unlike Ireland, where they can.

There are not enough planners. The
fees for planning applications need
to increase, but are set nationally.
The rules on biodiversity are chang-
ing, which means more work.

Objectors will be told of an appeal,
or a revised application, but not of
a new application.

In London, all the people in a street
voted to allow houses to add an
extra storey, so this was allowed.

In Chester, there is no local listing,
but in Ellesmere Port and Neston
there is a list, which is currently
being revised, and people are
encouraged to take part.

A Tree Preservation Order needs to
be applied for. All trees in a Conser-
vation Area are automatically pro-
tected.

Myles Hogg commented that
people should take nothing for
granted as developers were always
pushing the boundaries.

Martin Barker thanked the three
speakers for their responses to a
wide variety of questions.

Members then had the opportunity
to take coffee and biscuits, and to
talk informally to all the speakers.

It was a most successful evening.

Questions, Comments and Answers
at our meeting about Planning

Over the last 12 months, we have
been using the bequest money for
various projects. In December a

 purchased for £479 was
installed on the Wirral Way just off
Church Lane.

CWaC have not been able to plant
the front border of the 
flowerbed so £70 was used to
purchase  put in by the
weeding group.

Three  were
planted as reported earlier in this

issue.   were bought from the
Craftsman on Bridge Street The
whole project cost £344.

We made a donation to the United
Reformed Church of £200 towards
the  they
are planning.

£650 was given towards the cost of
restoration of the recording
the history of Neston  outside the
library and which had become
damaged and a bit neglected.

We also supported the 
 earlier in the year with a

donation of £197 towards the cost
of publicity.

So we have used £1,940 of the
Ruby Holloway Bequest in the past
12 months.

Please let us know of any other
projects you consider may benefit
from the c£42,000 bequest to the
Civic Society.

The Ruby Holloway Bequest in 2021-22
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There has been plenty of activity
this year. For the past 2 months the
Town Council has been running a
survey for the community to con-
sider what they would like the
Council to focus on as their priori-
ties. It was called ‘Have Your Say’
and it could be accessed on-line or
on paper. 104 replies were received
and most of the comments and
requests were concerning lack of
public transport, no Neston post
office, speeding traffic, lack of police
presence and empty businesses.
Unfortunately, most of these are
under the control of Cheshire West
and Chester (CWaC) but we do use
our voice to bring any concerns to
the attention of the Borough Coun-
cil.

The loss of a full-time Post Office
raised many complaints.  At least a
tepmorary solution is reported on
page 6.  Unfortunately, it is no
longer viable to run a Post Office
on its own as most services have
gone on-line. It is therefore neces-
sary to run alongside some other
commercial business and the Neston
Post Office was just not suitable for
that purpose.  But we are working
on a solution.

A new Market and Town Hall care-
taker has been appointed. He has
improved the smooth running of
the market and is well liked by the
stall holders. It is good to see the
Neston market thriving when others
are struggling. Nicky MacMahon,
the market manager, continues to

organise special markets including
those at Halloween and Christmas.
Town Councillors have staffed a
number of second-hand bookstalls
on the market and the proceeds
have gone to support the local com-

munity transport, the Ukrainian
refugee support group, and to the
area Rotary organisation to help
supply a vehicle for a sleigh this
Christmas. Nicky also devised
quizzes at these special markets for
the children which involved search-
ing for the answers on various stalls.
These proved very popular and the
children were rewarded with a
small cake. At the Queen’s Jubilee
Market cotton Jubilee shopping
bags were given out.

Pat Kynaston was voted Mayor
once again in May. Unfortunately,
two councillors have resigned but
been replaced by co-options Ellie
Cragg (Neston ward) and Peter
Eccleston who was a town council-
lor a number of years ago but
forced to leave because of his job
(Little Neston ward).

At a stall at the Village Fair in July
pots of compost planted with sun-
flower seeds were distributed.

Town councillors continue to join
with the police and CWaC council-

lors at the Library Surgeries on
Wednesdays 2pm to 3pm and
Tuesday and Friday evenings 5-30
pm to 6-30 pm.  If you have any
concerns do come down and meet
with the group.

The Town Council is trying to work
with CWaC, who own the building,
to improve the disability vehicle
access to the Town Hall. The rising
platform lift in the front entrance is
very temperamental and the lift at
the rear is too small and not accessi-
ble.

We continue to support local
groups with grants and regular
Town events such as Ladies Day, the
Christmas Parade, the Village Fair.
This year we have awarded a grant
to the area Rotary organisation
towards their purchase of a new
vehicle for a Christmas sleigh. We
have also shared the cost with
CWaC for traffic calming measures
in Ness and for an upgrade of the
park on the Ringway estate for the
older children.

We are trying to make Neston a
Plastic-Free Town and the Council
will not be using single use plastics
where possible and are encouraging
others to follow this example.

A defibrillator for public use is to be
installed on the outside wall of the
Town Hall within a heated box to
ensure the machine is serviceable.
The Council has also agreed for the
Town Hall to be used free of charge
for training members of the public

TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
Town Councillor & Civic Society Treasurer
Janet Griffiths reports
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to use a defibrillator by a profes-
sional group. There are a number of
machines in the area in private
hands and we are encouraging
holders to register them with the
British Heart Foundation website so
that the nearest unit can be accessed
in as short a time as possible.

On the death of Queen Elizabeth II
the town held its own Remem-
brance service and the Town
Council sent a letter of condolence
to the Royal Family. A Book of
Condolence was available in the
Parish Church for residents to sign.
A Proclamation Ceremony was held
at Chester Town Hall which the
Mayor of Neston attended. She
received a scroll of the Royal Proc-
lamation for King Charles III for
Neston and a proclamation cere-

mony was held on the Market
Square.

The ceremony was attended by
Robert Mee, a Deputy Lieutenant
for Cheshire. The Mayor read the
Proclamation to about 200 people
who then joined in singing the
national anthem,

The Community and Environment
Committee continue to review
planning applications and give their

comments to CWaC who make
the final decisions. When residents
attend these meetings, their com-
ments and concerns are taken into
consideration in responses.

The Town Council has under-
taken the responsibility for con-
trolling and managing the
Remembrance Day Sunday
Wreath laying. Because of the cost
of road closures, the route of the
parade has been shortened. Start-
ing as usual at the British Legion it
will go down Chester Road to the
High Streetand to the Parish
Church. Voluntary stewards will
be trained to help supervise traffic
control.

There will be a lone piper playing
on the Market Square on Armi-
stice Day

NESTON CIVIC SOCIETY

Annual General Meeting
Thursday 17th November at 7.30pm

URC Community Hall, Moorside Lane
Volunteers are sought for the Committee and especially for the roles

of Chairman and for Newsletter Editor and Designer.

Gavin Hunter

on The History of Mersey Crossings
accomplished speaker and skilled local historian

Complimentary Refreshments



14

For a second year we have had no
Chairman, but the committee has
met monthly, in the open air when
weather permitted, and indoors
with care otherwise.

CWaC Cllr Keith Millar has
attended some of our meetings,
which has been helpful. In March
we co-opted Neston Town Cllr
Brenda Marple, who has worked
hard for the Society as well as for
the Town Council and other organi-
sations.

Newsletters
Mike Shipman produced another
A4 newsletter in the spring, no103,
which again drew compliments
from members.

Meetings are reported elsewhere
in this Newsletter.

Planning
Each month the committee looks at
planning applications in Neston,
Little Neston and Ness, and at
major applications in a wider area.

We remain concerned at the lack of
social housing in Neston, and at the
need to protect the Green Belt.
Many important buildings are
locally listed, and CWaC are asking
for suggested additions.

Applications mentioned last year
include the plan for retirement flats
in Brook Meadow, off Church Lane,
which was allowed on appeal. We
were concerned about access via
narrow roads, and about the capac-
ity of the sewage system, which has
had numerous discharges.

The plan for a block of flats on the
site of the Gittins Warehouse,
accessed from Brook Street, was
allowed by CWaC, after being
“called in” by Cllr Keith Millar.

The problem of enforcement of
plans remains. At the July meeting
we heard that this was not easy,
and in particular that it was not
easy to make a developer complete
a building.

We heard that the developers who
wish to build houses on the former
Marsh Nurseries off Boathouse Lane
have appealed against the refusal.

An interesting case arose in Lees
Lane, where a farm building had
been lived in for over four years,
and was allowed to become a
dwelling. Plans to convert it to a
four-bedroomed house are cur-
rently with CWaC: we suggested it
should not be any higher than the
existing building.

The Lodestar pub in Brook Street is
still an eyesore, and the closure of
Tracey’s Food Hall will make Brook
Street even more of a retail desert.

Plaques, maps, seats and
gardens
Three projects are still waiting – the
plaques for Neston South Station
and Little Neston cottage hospi-
tal, and the map of Ness Conser-
vation Area.

Improving Neston
Town Councillor Susan Samuel
came to our August meeting, with
ideas for improving Neston, includ-
ing artwork on public seats, bright-

ening up empty and run-down
shops, getting empty homes occu-
pied, and having a Facebook page.

Our plans to replace the bollards on
the Conservation Green in Park
Street were delayed, but Cllr Martin
Barker has agreed to ask for the
part next to Mill Street, where vehi-
cles park on the grass, to be
improved. Keith Millar has arranged
that the Green should be informally
treated as a Village Green, which
means it will be mown more fre-
quently.

Janet Griffiths has continued to
organise a small group of volunteers
to look after the public flower beds.
We gave some money from the
Bequest for improvements to
Neston Library garden.

Trees
Neston Tree Trail has been devel-
oped with Neston Earth Group.
Robert Thrift has worked skilfully
on the layout, based on the trail
suggested by Peter Cunnington
(former Curator of Ness Gardens).
It was due to be launched at the
Neston Earth Festival in September,
but this was postponed because of
the death of the Queen. The Trail
will be launched online soon, and
on paper later.

Other matters
Our website, nestoncivicsociety.uk,
is still developing, and our skilled
website editor Mark Buckley would
welcome feedback from members.

Our proposal for a campaign with
Neston Town Council to discourage
parking on pavements, has moved
slowly. Cllr Andrew Townsend
(Chairman of the Transport sub-

Committee report to the Annual General Meeting

Many events referred to in the report  are reported upon in this
issue.  To avoid repetition, these references have been omitted
from the version we print below
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committee) has asked members to
report vehicles obstructing the pave-
ment to the police.

Litter is a perennial problem. We
recently learned that only one
person is employed by CWaC to
pick up litter in our area, and are
considering regular litter picking,
which works well for the Parkgate
Society.

Last year we were concerned about
The Civic Hall, but with Neston
Community & Youth Centre taking
over the lease, its future looks
brighter.

We have made no progress in
encouraging the establishment of a
post office in Neston, which is
important because of the lack of a
bank.

Our concern about unsightly metal
fencing in Liverpool Road,
between the entrance to Clay Hill
and the car wash led to Cllr Keith
Millar reporting that it was on
private land and CWaC could not
help.

We had a stall at the Village Fair in
July, and recruited some new
members.

Finally…

We send out a monthly update of
our activities by email. If you do
not receive these, but would like
to, please email
w.r.ward@liverpool.ac.uk

Neston Civic Society would love to
have new members and new help-
ers, and we encourage members to
invite friends to join, and to offer
to join the committee or to help in
other ways.

mailto:w.r.ward@liverpool.ac.uk
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