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Out and About in Neston
Robina Hetherington on Places and Planning

Our neighbourhood continues to sur-
prise and delight me as I emerge
from the winter and begin to visit
local beauty spots. We are lucky to
have lovely local places to visit and
great coffee shops in which to stop.
Here is a list of my current favourite
places; why not try them over the
next few months?
���The Wirral Way, especially
      Hadlow Road, with its newly-
   opened cafe and regular pop up
     coffee shop, and Lees Lane with
    its Fairy Garden.

���Ness Gardens.
���Burton Mere Wetlands.
���The Walled Garden at Burton
   Manor.
���Stanney Fields: look out for the
   annual blossom display in mid-
   April, reminiscent of the
   Japanese Hanami festivals;  also
   the newly-planted Covid
    remembrance garden of a circle
      of Silver Birch.
���The Marshes, stretching from
   Burton Point to past Parkgate,
    sadly recently damaged by the
    fire, but still stretching long into
   the vista and giving us wonderful
   sunsets.

However, many places have suffered
during the winter with storm after
storm sweeping through. Storm
Arwen had a disproportionately large
impact on local  trees because it
came from the north, rather than the
south-west, the prevailing wind direc-
tion. Trees are adapted to withstand

winds piling in off the Atlantic by
anchoring their roots in a specific
way and putting on wood in particu-
lar places. It is estimated that 8
million trees have been affected in
Scotland and 4 million in England.
The pine trees in Burton Woods were
particularly damaged and sections of
the Wirral Way were blocked for

months until a local man went out
with a handsaw and cleared it. Can
anyone deny climate change any
longer? It’s not China’s fault, it’s eve-
ryone’s fault and everyone’s prob-
lem!

The Town
I made a list of losses and gains for
our town and was very surprised that
there were far more gains than
losses.

The Elephant Collective continues to
expand with two new ventures
underway. They have taken over the
former Martins newsagents which is
to become Elephant 4, Elephant Pro-
visions. And Adam Mitchell has
applied for permission to change the
former Barclays Bank to retail use,
with a four-bedroomed flat on the
second floor. The building, in a promi-
nent position in Neston Town Centre,
has been empty for some time and so
it is

good to see someone aiming to invest
in it.

Other changes include: the former
Rigby’s barber shop becoming a
sweet shop, the picture framers
becoming a Turkish barbers, Hip and
Harmony opening a studio just next to
Rightway and the Beauty Academy
moving to the corner where Mr
Tudor, the furniture restorer, used to
be.

The Civic Hall is getting a new lease of
life.  In January 2022 Neston Commu-
nity Youth Centre signed a lease for it.
THey have been working with Chesh-
ire West and Chester Council to make
sure that the building can be brought
back to life. The Civic Hall, formerly
known as the Neston Institute, was
built in 1903. During World War One it
was used as a hospital - Neston Red
Cross Hospital. In June 1960 The
Beatles played 6 consecutive Thurs-
days here - the first time they were
called The Beatles!

Sadly we have lost  Queesra and King,
the dressmakers on Parkgate Road.
The shoe shop in the High Street and
the Lode Star on Brook Street are
both up for sale and the post office in
Neston remains closed.

The plan for a three-storey building on
the site of Gittins Warehouse, with
access off Brook Street, has been
approved. The application for six flats
(4 x 1 bed and 2 x 2 bed) went to a full
planning committee because of
serious concerns about the access
from Brook Street but it was still
passed. The permission included some
conditions, including no construction



4

traffic at peak times, and no demoli-
tion work on Fridays (because of the
market). It took CWaC fifteen
months to reach this decision.

A planning application for the
long-empty former betting
shop on Badger Bait in Little

Neston has recently been rejected.
The application for it to be used as a
hot food takeaway was from a firm
of surveyors, and was probably spec-
ulative.

The committee supported the con-
cerns of neighbours about parking
and opening hours. However it was
refused on the grounds of health,
“the proposed development would be
in close proximity to a number of
schools, near to a number of other
fast food takeaways and in an area
which has been shown to already have
significant health challenges which
would be compounded by this devel-
opment. The change of use would as a
result, fail to take every reasonable
opportunity to promote and positively
contribute to the health of the bor-
ough.”

Footpaths and Byways
The Wirral Way has suffered this
winter with parts of it becoming
large muddy puddles, and fallen trees
blocking main sections for a number
of months. The Civic Society, along
with many local people, has raised
concerns with our local councillors.
Some repairs have been carried out,
but it still feels uncared for. It is an
important asset for our town, not
only as a tourist attraction, but also
as a facility the enjoyment of local
people.

Our own Rob Ward has been success-
ful in lobbying for repairs to Old Quay
Lane footpath with the level  now
raised around the kissing gate by
limestone employed to fill in a giant
puddle. The fencing to the bridge
that carries Old Quay Lane footpath

over Stanney Brook has also been
repaired and new limestone added.

Meanwhile the path along the marsh
from Stanney Brook to the bottom of
Moorfields Road has been closed for
over two years now as it is deemed
dangerous.

Further Afield
At Thornton Manor  and the sur-
rounding estate, its operators, Thorn-
ton Holdings Ltd,  has been
instructed to remove three mar-
quees, one of which has served as a
venue for events for more than a
decade. The UK’s Planning Inspector-
ate has dismissed three appeals by
the company which sought to over-
turn a Wirral Borough Council deci-
sion not to grant planning permission
for the buildings. The Manor itself
has suffered significant fire damage
to the roof. During the evening of 5
February 2022 a substantial fire took
hold in the main building requiring
the attendance of eight fire engines.

The Leverhulme Estate hopes to
build hundreds of homes on Wirral
green belt land, including sites in
Heswall and Pensby. The Leverhulme
Estate owns thousands of acres of
land, including Brimstage Hall Farm
and residential and commercial prop-
erties across Wirral. At this stage it is
undertaking a “Screening and Scop-
ing”  process with the aim of gauging
both council and public opinion.

A number of these Screening Opinion
and Scoping Requests have been
submitted to Wirral Borough Council
relating to seven areas of Green Belt
totalling 140 acres on which they
would like to build up to 810 houses.
It intends to submit full planning
applications later this year.

More details can be found on the
Heswall Society website
www.theheswallsociety.org.uk .

In neighbouring Burton the vicarage
has recently come up for sale. The
local churches are experiencing diffi-
cult times with Burton, Willaston,
Neston (three churches) and the
United Reformed Church all being
without a minister.

Burton was recently used for scenes
for an ITV remake of the Ipcress Files
which included the filming of a car
exploding.

Sadly, this issue sees the last of
Robina Hetherington’s much-
loved  articles.

Robina joined the committee 0f
Neston Civic Society  in December
2015.

She has been a huge asset, being a
professional architect. At committee
meetings she has been able to show
us plans on screen, and make valua-
ble suggestions for comments.

For several years she has written Out
and About for our newsletter,
casting an expert eye on local devel-
opments.

As a resident of Ness, she has raised
the profile of the Ness Conservation
Area, and the Society is at an
advanced stage of producing a map,
which is to be displayed in the village
and in Ness Gardens.  This is one of
many good ideas she has brought to
the Society.

In 2017 Robina (who has a PhD in the
computational modelling of energy
usage in buildings) and her husband
David Oldham (Professor Emeritus of
Building Engineering at Liverpool
University) gave a talk to the Society
as part of the Grand Designs series.
Afterwards they invited members to
visit their newly-built house, with
excellent insulation and heat-ex-
change ventilation. In 2021 David
wrote an article for the newsletter
on Buildings and the Climate Emer-
gency. During the Covid pandemic
committee members were grateful
to be invited to their house where
they could feel safe in good ventila-
tion, as well as keeping warm, and
on other occasions Robina hosted
Zoom meetings.

We are sorry that Robina is having to
resign from the committee - we will
miss her.
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‘The Most Important Field in Neston’

Anthony Annakin-Smith

Members of Neston Civic
Society will be aware that
the Society recently

arranged installation of a bench on
the Wirral Way near Church Lane. It
overlooks a relatively small field in
which horses often graze.  At the
time of writing there are plans to
move the bench, but regardless, the
spot remains a great place to stop
and muse. *

This is because, from my perspective
as a keen landscape historian, I have
always thought of this parcel of
land as ‘the most important field in
Neston’. The reason is that it exem-
plifies so many of the changes that
Neston’s landscape has experienced
over the centuries making it a very
significant aspect of our local herit-
age. Let me explain, imagining that
we are sitting on the bench facing
‘our’ field.

Medieval Open Fields
Look at the far side of the field: you
will see that there are five low
humps or ridges, each several
metres wide, against the hedged
and fenced boundary (Figure 1). The
shape of some of these ridges can
also be seen in the field itself,
running towards the Wirral Way.
These are the remains of medieval
ridge and furrow farming.

Most of the field boundaries we see
today didn't exist in the Middle
Ages. Instead large areas of arable
land (known as ‘open fields’) were
divided into long strips with each
strip allocated to one of the land-
lord’s tenants to grow crops; one
person might tend several such strips
scattered across various open fields.
Our field and the land to the right
across to Moorside Lane were all
once part of just such an open field;
the ridges you see today are the
remains of this corrugated land-
scape. Access to the strips came
from what are today Church Lane

and Parkgate Road. The ridges
cannot be dated precisely but it is
likely they were in place by the thir-
teenth century and, given Neston’s
long history, perhaps considerably
earlier.

Similar fields occurred all over the
Wirral. Probably the best survivors
today are those at Caldy.

Enclosure 
The English landscape changed signif-
icantly with the advent of the
process of enclosure. Over time, the
long, individually-farmed strips were
consolidated so that one person
might now hold several adjoining
ones; this was a much more efficient
way of working. Boundaries – typi-

cally hedges in our area – were
inserted to separate ownership and
contain animals. Generally, the lon-
gitudinal boundaries (i.e. those to
our left and right) would follow the
lines of the old ridge and furrow,
with a cross-boundary – like the one
on the opposite side of our field –
cutting through the ridges. Thus the
open fields were divided into
neat(ish) rectangles (or whatever
other shape suited the landscape
and purposes of the landowner or
tenant), creating the basis of our
modern fieldscape.

Again, we do not know exactly
when our field was formed but the
process of arable enclosure was
largely complete locally by the early
1600s. It is quite possible that our
field was made by then and it cer-
tainly existed by 1732 – the date of
the first known local map.

Our field comprised a little
over three acres (1.2 hec-
tares). The 1847 tithe map

of Great Neston township shows
the field (Figure 3) and several
others across to today’s Moorside
Lane. You can see how the fields
varied in width, reflecting different

Remains of ridge and
furrow at Caldy
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numbers of strips being aggregated.
You can also see that many of the
field boundaries are not perfectly
straight as the ridges on which they
were based were, themselves, not
perfectly straight. While the ancient
ridges in our field have, through
chance, been partly preserved, signs
of their continuation in the field
beyond down to Old Quay Lane
have largely disappeared due to
centuries of ploughing.

Agricultural
Improvement

As England’s population grew
after the Middle Ages, atten-
tion turned to increasing pro-

ductivity of the land – important in
an agricultural area such as Neston.
One ancient technique that was
used locally was marling. Immedi-
ately on the other side of the far
hedge is a large pond – visible by
walking through the kissing gate to
your left and down the long field
where it can be seen to your right.
This was once a marl pit. Marl is the
clayey soil beneath the surface
which would have been relatively
calcareous (alkaline).

This sub-soil was dug out in scat-
tered locations, piled onto carts and
taken to be spread across nearby
fields (there are signs of a trackway
leading to/from the pit). The effect
was to improve crop yields, espe-
cially in acidic soils such as those
found locally. As the soil is clayey,
pits retained water so they would
have soon turned into ponds. The
fact that the pit abuts the field
boundary which itself cuts through
the ridge and furrow suggests that it
was formed after enclosure. How-

ever, it seems likely this was consid-
erably earlier than when it was first
mapped, in 1814.

A period of rapid population
growth was again the spur to use of
another improvement technique
exemplified by our field: liming.
Like marl, lime is calcareous and was
scattered on the land to improve
fertility.  The lime was made from
limestone and, at Neston, would
have been conveniently obtainable
from North Wales where it was
quarried and carried over the Dee
Estuary. The rock then needed to be
burnt at a high temperature in a
kiln.

Kilns were unevenly distributed
every three-quarters of a mile or so
on or near the Wirral coast. One of
these was in our field; indeed, the
field was once called Lime Kiln
Field.

The eighteenth century saw a sub-
stantial increase in the use of lime as
the population soared. The kiln
appears to have been mapped in
1732 – it was certainly there later
that century ( ) – but
all signs of it have now disappeared.
The remains of another, later, lime
kiln still exist locally, in the garden
of the house immediately to the
rear of The Harp in Little Neston.

The Railway
In 1866 Neston and Parkgate’s com-
munication links were transformed
by the coming of the railway – a
branch line from the Chester and
Birkenhead Railway line at Hooton
which had been opened in 1840.
The new line to our area facilitated
the export of items such as agricul-
tural produce, estuary-caught shell-
fish and, later, coal and farming
equipment; it also brought easy
access for day-trippers to Parkgate.

The line of the railway scythed
through the land and cut our field
in half – the portion in front of you
and the section behind you in which
several houses now sit, fronting
Church Lane ( . A

railway signal post was once situ-
ated by the gates to your left. The
houses are relatively modern but
the one on the other side of the
short path between the Wirral Way
and Church lane, The Nook,
appears to have been built in about
1892, reflecting rapid population
growth in the Neston area around
that time.

The Wirral Way
With the advent of motor cars,
lorries and buses in the twentieth
century, use of the branch line from
Hooton, like so many others in the
country, declined over the decades.
One key user had been Wirral Col-
liery in Little Neston but this closed
in 1927. The shellfish industry also
declined as the extent of the salt-
marsh grew. In the end, passenger
traffic ceased on the line in 1956
with the axe falling on freight traffic
in 1962; the line was redundant.
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However, three years later a
member of Wirral Green Belt
Council had the inspired idea of
turning the route into the north’s
first linear country park, calling it
the Wirral Way. Formally opened
in 1973, its development was a
reflection of Britain’s growing pros-
perity and the public’s increasing
leisure time. The Wirral Way is, of
course, still much used and much
loved today.

Our field and the adjacent
spaces, then, reflect in so
many ways the story of

Neston’s landscape and life over
hundreds of years. As you walk or
pause here, think about all those
who have gone before you on this
very spot – the medieval plough-
man, the surveyors setting out new
field boundaries, the marl- and
lime-spreaders, the locomotive
drivers and excited passengers, and
generations of happy walkers and
riders. I doubt that you can find a
more interesting, historic or evoca-
tive field in Neston.

A couple of final thoughts: could
our field be added to Cheshire
West’s new Local Heritage List
which encourages designation of
sites of local significance? And
should consideration be given to
adding an information board at the
site or nearby?

*

With thanks to Susan Chambers for map infor-
mation supplied.

All references are available upon request..

At the 50th Anniversary of the
Parkgate Society I mentioned
how much easier such socie-

ties make my job as  Cheshire West
councillor for Parkgate Ward  and so
this is also true of Neston Civic Soci-
ety. Now that the new boundaries of
Parkgate Ward include much of Little
Neston, I have a lot of dealings with
Neston Civic society as well as its
parent Parkgate Society.

Neston Civic Society formed in 1980
and has been looking after the
conservation and preservation of our
lovely area ever since. From
commenting on planning applications
to weeding of community gardens
and regular litter picks, the
volunteers work tirelessly to ensure
our town remains special.

Planning applications can sometimes
involve controversy. One example
was recently tested with the
application to build retirement
apartments on Brook Meadow in
Church Lane, an application which
was eventually refused by Cheshire
West planning*, but it does help
when we have  local societies adding
weight to local residents  in giving
legitimate planning reasons for
objecting. The Civic Society is also
involved in policy and decision
making for the local plan, which is
currently under review, with the
introduction of a government white
paper “very soon”.  It is of this kind
of involvement which makes the
work of Neston Civic Society and the
Parkgate Society so important.

You may see volunteers out on a
regular basis in high-vis jackets either
litter picking in our parks and streets
or weeding the flower beds, and you
may believe that this should be the
responsibility of the  local authority,
(our Streetscene team do a really
good job) but the work of our local
community spirit groups only
enhances this.

I often look at
the number of
public benches
we have in
Neston and am
grateful for
the donations
from the
society to
enable us to
commission so
many benches
for the enjoyment of our residents
and visitors.  Public footpaths and
rights of way also form an important
part of the society’s interest and I am
always grateful for any reports of
damaged or flooded footpaths. This
was recently highlighted by flooding
on footpath 12, off the Wirral Way
towards the Old Quay, and repairs
have recently been completed.

There are a number of plaques in the
area to commemorate our local
history. I was recently contacted by a
member of the Civic Society as they
wanted to commemorate the Old
Cottage Hospital in Little Neston,
which I remember as a boy growing
up . It is such a shame that we lost
this beautiful building and had
Neston Civic Society been around
then,  this would not have been
allowed to happen.

I am forever grateful for the work of
Neston Civic Society, will never take
them for granted and hope that they
continue to look after the interests
of Neston for many years to come.

Added Value of Civic Societies
Cllr Martin Barker Cheshire West & Chester Council

Member for Parkgate Ward

* For a late update after Cllr Barker
wrote this piece see page 10
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The New Neston Civic Society Tree Trail
Following an approach from Neston Earth Group to collaborate with them on trees, we have been de-
vising a Tree Trail. We asked Peter Cunnington, former curator of Ness Gardens, to help us.

1 Between the car park and the Mil-
lennium Bridge is a Bird Cherry
(Prunus padus), a small tree plant-
ed to commemorate Neston & Lit-
tle Neston winning the Best Kept
Village competition in 2008. Scent-
ed white flowers in April, red-black
cherries in autumn.

2 At the junction of Station Road
and the Wirral Way is Hazel (Cory-
lus avellana), well known for the
catkins from late winter.

3 From the car park, go under the
railway bridge, turn right through
the footpath into Romney Close,
where the grassy area has several
trees. Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) The
fruits are winged ‘keys’.

4 Rowan, or Mountain Ash (Sorbus
aucuparia). Not related to Ash, but
the leaves are similar. Creamy
flowers, scarlet berries. Hugh
McAllister has written a book
about Sorbus, and many species
are at Ness Gardens, where he
was Deputy Director.

5 Lime (Tilea x vulgarus) Also called
Linden. A hybrid of small-leaved
and large-leaved lime. Fruits are
nut-like.

6 Keep right, go along the short
road leading to Lois Bulley House.
Eucalyptus is beyond the car park
in a private garden. The blue-
green leaves stay on the tree all
year.

7 Turn left along the footpath, then
right along Cottage Close to Bur-
ton Road. Flowering Cherry (Pru-
nus) Dramatic flowers in spring,
deeply grooved bark.

8 Turn right along Burton Road,
cross with care, continue along

Burton Road, cross at the Zebra
Crossing and into Neston Commu-
nity & Youth Centre. Sweet Chest-
nut (Castanea sativa) is the first in a
line of trees planted by Neston Civ-
ic Society in 1986. The red-brown
nuts are wrapped in a green spiky
case.

9 Southern Beech (Nothofagus) is
the 7th tree. Also called Evergreen
Beech, the leaves of this tree are
much smaller than those of our na-
tive beech. The bark is similarly
smooth.

10 Cross back over the Zebra crossing
and turn right under the Millenni-
um Bridge (and over Stanney
brook). Ahead is Silver Birch (Betu-
la pendula). It has striking white
bark, and catkins in spring.

11 Continue up Bridge Street and into
High Street, then left into the
Church of St Mary and St Helen.
Two Black (Austrian) Pine (Pinus
nigra) are on the left, an evergreen
commonly seen in churchyards,

distinguished from other pines by
the needles in pairs.

12 Two Holly (Ilex aquifolium) are fur-
ther along the path: female trees
bear the scarlet berries in au tumn.

13 Turner’s Oak (Quercus turneri) This
rare tree, next to the Robinson
grave, is a semi-deciduous cross be-
tween English oak (Quercus robur)
and  Holm oak (Quercus ilex).

14 Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippoc-
astanum) is on the left, by the cor-
ner of the field. The leaves have 5 –
7 leaflets, the flowers in spring are
white and pink, and in autumn
conkers appear.

15 Two Beech (Fagus sylvatica) are by
Church Lane, either side of the
path.  Although it is deciduous, the
leaves often remain on the tree lat-
er than on other trees. The bark is
smooth.

16 Through the kissing gate, turn left
along Church Lane, right by The
Nook, right along Wirral Way.
Where Doctor’s Style path crosses,
to the left is an English Oak (Quer-
cus robur), ideal for climbing. Oak
leaves have several lobes: the tree
has catkins in spring and acorns in
autumn.

Here we give a pre-publication preview of the text, which will of, course,
be supplemented by illustrations of each tree in various stages across the
year.

We print here just a selection of photographs, all but one of which were
taken by by Robert Thrift, the publicity officer for the Burton & Neston
History Society.

You may like to try out the Trail and let us know what you think of it.

13 Turners Oak (photo R Thrift)
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17 Continue along the Wirral Way, and
just after going under Moorside
Lane Bridge, on the right is Dog-
wood (Cornus sanguinea), a small
tree. In autumn it has small black
berries.

18 Turn right up the steep path, and
on the right is Hazel (Corylus avella-
na), well known for the catkins
from late winter, and the nuts in au-
tumn. Another tree is growing with
it.

19 At Moorside Lane, turn left. In the
United Reformed Church grounds is
a Monkey Puzzle (Araucaria arauca-
na). The spiky leaves form a spiral.
This ancient species grows naturally
in the Andes in Chile and Argentina

.

20 Turn right along Parkgate Road, to
the plaque commemorating a visit
by John Wesley. On the right in a
private garden is a Yew (Taxus bac-
cata) The leaves are needle-like.
The red fruits look like berries but
are arils. They are poisonous to hu-
mans and animals, but are eaten by
birds.

21 Deodar (Cedrus deodar) is in the
same garden, alongside Belvedere
Park. Also called Himalayan cedar,
this evergreen tree has needles up
to 4cm long.

22 Go further along, and over the
road, in the garden of Beech House,
is a Fern-leafed Beech (Fagus as-
penifolia) another unusual tree, al-
so called cut-leaved beech.

23 Immediately past the Library, on
the corner with Beechways Drive is
Monterey cypress (Cupressus mac-
rocarpa) an evergreen tree native
to California.

24 Closer to Beechways Drive are two
Purple sycamore (Acer pseudoplat-
anus f. purpureum) a large tree
whose leaves are red-purple un-
derneath. In autumn it produces
winged seeds.

25 Go up to Neston Cross, and cross
High Street with care. Turn right,
then left into Pykes Weint to the
car park.  On the right in the
grounds of Neston Salvage is
Maidenhair Tree (Ginkgo biloba)
This tall tree has a Tree Preserva-
tion Order, but is crowded by syca-
more. This ancient species has
been on the earth for 200 million
years. The female trees bear foul-
smelling fruit.

26 Keep right through the car park,
and turn left up Hinderton Road.
After 400 yards, in the grounds of
Renaissance (former Police Sta-
tion) are three London Plane (Plat-
anus x hispanica). Its flaking bark,
seen on some branches, may be
one reason why it tolerates city
pollution.

27 On the corner of Breezehill Road is
another Horse Chestnut.

28 Cross Hinderton Road at the traffic
lights, and go along Bushell Road
to the Wirral Way, to see another
Ash.

29 Cross Bushell Road carefully, and
go along Station Road. To the right
is another part of Bushell Road,

with Purple Beech (Fagus sylvatica
f. purpurea) in a private garden.

30 Fifty yards along Station Road,
turn right along a path into Stan-
ney Fields Park. On your right in a
private garden is a young Scots
Pine (Pinus sylvestris) the only na-
tive British pine, an evergreen con-
ifer with scaly orange-brown bark.

31 To the right are two Weeping Wil-
low (Salix × sepulcralis var. chryso-
coma). Aspirin is derived from
salicin, a compound found in the
bark of all Salix species.

32 To the right of the willows is Alder
(Alnus glutinosa), a small tree with
persistent catkins and small cones.

33 Continue through the park. To the
right is a Lombardy Poplar (Popu-
lus nigra, v italica) with tall slim
outline.

34 Go left through the wheels park.
At Station Road turn left for 50
yards. Opposite no. 37 in the park
is White Poplar (Populus alba) The
leaves are pale underneath, and
the catkins produce fluffy white

seeds.

35 Turn right into Stanney Close to
see another Lime (Tilea x vulgarus)

Just ahead under the railway bridge
is the start.

16 Oak, Wirral Way (photo R Thrift)

19 Monkey Puzzle, URC  (photo R Thrift)

21  Deoda, Parkgate Road
(Photo R Ward)
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Brook Meadow Plans to go to Public Inquiry
McCarthy & Stone Retirement Home Appeal

McCarthy & Stone’s appeal against
the Council’s refusal of planning per-
mission for a retirement home at
Brook Meadow, Church Lane is to be
decided by the Planning Inspector-
ate after a public hearing.

McCarthy and Stone claim that that
their proposal would not, as the
Council suggested in its refusal, have
a detrimental impact upon highway
safety and highway operations, but
incorporates satisfactory
arrangements to accommodate the
vehicular and pedestrian traffic
associated with it and that the
development will be accessible for

pedestrians and cyclists as well as
meeting the needs of disabled and
older people.

McCarthy & Stone suggest their pro-
posal will provide economic, social
and environmental benefits including
a direct benefit to local traders and
services because older people shop
locally and use local facilities. They
also claim that 85 people would be
employed in developing the site and
when opened the home would create
approximately 6 fulltime jobs.

They say their plans, through making
effective and efficient use of a valua-
ble land resource and assisting with

the delivery of housing within a short
term timeframe, would reduce pres-
sures on other unallocated Green-
field land for residential
development, and  promote sustain-
able construction methods and tech-
niques.

The developers claim that their plans
positively enhance the environment
and amenities of Neston , whilst
providing a high standard of
specialised housing for local elderly.

A date and venue for the Inquiry
have yet to be decided.

To see the Council’s planning
decision and the developer’s grounds
for appeal online go first to
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/
residents/planning-and-building-
control/see-or-comment-on-planning-
applications.aspx, then agree to the site
terms at the bottom of the page,
click on and at

the foot of
the new page put  the application
number 19/02087/FUL. Then select
the list of 91 documents associated

The site at Brook Meadow as it is now
(above) and as the developers
suggest in their application it will look
on completion
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Civic Society in Action
Rob Ward Reports on recent activities
During the pandemic, we have not
had open meetings, so members
need another way of finding out what
Neston Civic Society has been doing
on their behalf. I send updates to
those members who have given me
their email addresses. If you don’t get
them and would like to, please send
me you email address to
w.r.ward@liverpool.ac.uk . Here is a
summary of some of our recent activi-
ties.

We have used some of the Ruby Hol-
loway bequest to contribute to Nes-
ton Library Garden, and hope to see
outcomes soon.

A small group of us have been meet-
ing to look at the new website
www.nestoncivicsociety.uk . We are
grateful to Mark Buckley for his hard
work in developing it. We are refresh-
ing all the pages, as much of it was
imported from our old website. We
are also looking at  ways to make the
Society relevant to more people in
the 21st century. Your ideas, please!

We thanked Keith Millar for his help
in getting the obstruction to the
pavement in Park Street outside
Whiteway’s Building cleared at last.

We plan to have a stall at Neston
Village Fair on Saturday 2 July . This
is always a good opportunity to
advertise our presence to the wider
community.

As part of our contribution to the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, we would
like to plant three trees. One would
be for Her Majesty, one for Reg
Chrimes, and one for Norman Angel,

two long-standing members of Nes-
ton Civic Society and tireless workers

for Neston. As a major legacy of Reg
Chrimes is Neston High School and
the adjoining Recreation Centre, we
hope to plant the trees close to the
school. Our approach to the school
has been met warmly, and we are
meeting the Head teacher, Keith
Simpson, after the spring break. We
area also planning to use some of the
Ruby Holloway Bequest towards the
planned United Reformed Church Ju-
bilee community garden.

A member asked about the unsightly
metal fencing in Liverpool Road, be-
tween the entrance to Clay Hill and
the car wash. Keith Millar investigat-
ed, but it is on private land, so CWaC
cannot enforce action. Keith is look-
ing into who owns different parts of
Clay Hill, and we hope the owner can
be persuaded to improve this bound-
ary.

Our March committee meeting
agreed  to co-opt Brenda Marple to
the committee. She is a Town Coun-
cillor, where she chairs the Communi-
ty & Environment Committee, joins in
Janet Griffiths’ working parties, and
is an active member of Neston Fair-
trade Group.

After a long period when we have been cautious, we are going to have talks again!

The first will be similar to the popular series of Neston’s Grand Designs, but in Burton.  It will be on
Thursday May 5th at 7.30 p.m. at Burton Manor (see cover photo), when Tony Barton, Chairman of
Donald Insall Associates, the architects for the restoration of this Grade II listed building, will show us
around the grounds and talk about the project. Many of us saw this interesting building when it was a
college, and are eager to see how it has been restored after being empty for years. We may have to
limit numbers: if you intend to come, please email treasurer@nestoncivicsociety.uk. This will reach
Janet Griffiths, with a copy to  our Secretary, Lindsey Hinks.

The second will be at our usual venue, Parkgate & Neston United Reformed Church Community Hall,
on Thursday 21 July at 7.30 pm. Two Cheshire West & Chester Councillors, and the Head of Planning,
have all agreed to come. Christine Warner is Chair of the Planning Committee, and a Neston Town
Councillor. Myles Hogg is a former Chair of the Planning Committee, and long-standing Councillor for
Willaston. Rob Charnley is Head of Planning. We have asked them to speak briefly about how planning
works, to allow plenty of time for our questions. If you wonder why a planning application was turned
down, or another permitted, or what is their vision for Neston, this will be an opportunity to ask.

On 15 September we hope to have the talk that was planned for March 2020, when Covid struck.
Gillian Williams’ talk is called A Loop in Time, about Puddington Village.

On 17 November we hope to have a talk by Gavin Hunter, to follow our AGM.

Please make a note of these dates - we look forward to seeing you!

mailto:w.r.ward@liverpool.ac.uk
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Janet Griffiths organised working
parties at Ladies Walk, where volun-
teers removed litter and weeds,

pruned shrubs, and planted bedding
plants, at Chester Road car park, by
Brook Street, where volunteers re-
moved litter and weeds, and pruned
shrubs, and at Chester Road car park
by Chester Road.

Robina Hetherington and Martin
Barker each refer to problems of
flooding on the Wirral Way.  Below
we see a before and after at the site
of the kissing gate.

Cllr Keith Millar has found that
CWaC do not routinely pick up litter
in Clay Hill Industrial Estate, as we
suspected: it seems we need to re-
port the problem, which we have
done.

The map of Ness Conservation
Area is progressing well: Darin
Grozdev has sent a version with
lovely hand-drawn pictures of some
of the buildings, so we are close to
a final version.

We are using £200 from the Ruby
Holloway Bequest to help publicity
for the 2022 Neston Music Festival,
which has 13 events from 22 April to
21 May.

The money has been used primarily
to develop a website which not
only has details of all the events,
but also allows many to be booked
on-line by card payment.  Details at
www.nestonmusicfestival.org.uk

Twice a Jubilee This year sees us celebrating two
jubilees: the platinum jubilee of the
reign of Queen Elizabeth II and the
golden jubilee of the formation of the
United Reformed Church.

To celebrate these events we plan to
establish a Community Jubilee
Garden behind the URC Community
Hall and covering an area of 70ft by
40ft.

In respect of the Queen’s wishes we
intend to invite people to donate
individual trees as well as bushes,
plants, herbs and benches.

To date we have a working sketch of
what the garden will look like and we
are in discussions with a local garden
design consultant to firm up the final
design. At that point we will need to
have funds to cover the cost of the
construction of the pathways.

We have started fundraising and
have received offers of trees and
benches.   And we are pleased to say
that Neston Civic Society committee
have been impressed sufficiently to
agree in principle to make a grant
from the Ruby Holloway bequest.

Dr David Vale of Parkgate & Neston URC explains
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The Society has followed up
requests from members to look
into the problem of pavement

parking. In January Rob Ward dis-
cussed the issue of vehicles on pave-
ments with Neston Town Council’s
Transport sub-committee, who have
similar concerns.

We agreed to develop a campaign to
persuade drivers not to park on pave-
ments or verges, and to encourage
householders to cut back hedges that
block pavements. Town Councillor
Maureen Hinks talked to a local Police
Community Support Officer. They are
keen to support Neston Civic Society
and Town Council in an educational
campaign.

Pavement Parking
A New Civic Society campaign

As our illustrations show, inconsider-
ate parking may not only cause prob-
lems for pedestrians but may also
completely block safe progress for
those with a disability.  But it may
also lead to additional and unwel-
come expenditure by the local
authority, a cost untimately borne by
the taxpayer.
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No 40 in January is noticeably
slimmer than previous issues. The
reason is on the last page where we
read: ‘The researcher, author, typist
and printer of a giant part of our
publication for several years is no
longer our Secretary for she, Susan
Chambers, has decided to pursue
other voluntary interests.’

The committee had 12 members,
including Celia Garvey: John Lamprell
moved from Chairman to Secretary,
and Tom Marlow became Chairman.
In 2022 we have just expanded from
six to seven, having co-opted Brenda
Marple, and Celia is still a member.
There is still a committee member
called R. Hetherington, but now it is
Robina, then it was Roy.

The headline news is a proposal to
build a 15,000 square feet
supermarket on Station Yard, another
for a 50,00 square feet supermarket
on the Morganite Thermal Ceramics
site, and talk of a similar venture on
the Marconi site. In 2022 we have Aldi
supermarket in the old Station Yard
(along with Ladies Walk,) 280 houses
on the Morganite site, and Aldi
distribution centre on the Marconi
site.

Planning permission was granted for a
pharmacy in Mellock Lane, between
the clinic and St Winefride’s Primary
School. This followed closely on the
establishment of the Neston Surgery
a few yards away. In 2022 we have the
other branch of the pharmacy (no
longer owned by J Cubbin & Sons)
adjacent to the Neston Medical
Centre.

Outline permission was given for 19
detached houses off Burton Road. In
2022 this is Meadow Close.

There was a joint meeting with Burton
& South Wirral Local History Society.
In 2022 it is the Burton & Neston
History Society, and we still join
together for our summer outings.

The Society decided not to complain
about plans to build a gas processing
plant at Talacre. In 2022 this is still
dealing with gas from the Irish Sea.

The Department for the
Environment gave permission on
appeal for 74 retirement flats to be
built at the top of Buggen Lane. The
inspector wrote “Merely because
the proposed development is
different in character from adjoining
development or because a different
type of development would be
preferred by local residents is not a
sufficient reason to turn away the
appeal proposals in the absence of
convincing and clear-cut planning
objections.” Meanwhile the
developer had approached the
Planning Department with a scheme
for two-storey housing. In 2022 there
are lots of houses in Leighton Court,
The Leightons and Leighton Park.

No 41 in April bore the headline
‘New Shutters Discussed’. This
chronic issue was raised this time
because the Borough Council was
thinking of amending its Shop Front
Policy to allow the new
polycarbonate shutters.

Permission was given for 11 new
bedrooms at Ardmore Nursing
Home in Leighton Road. In 2002
permission was given for demolition
of the Nursing Home and 20 houses
at 55- 57 Leighton Road and in 2022
they are called Pine Hey.

The Society paid for hanging baskets
on the Bushell Fountain, and flower
boxes at Neston Library.

A Slide Show entitled ‘Mess of the
Month’ was promised in the Civic
Hall, when ‘Celia Garvey shows slides
and describes the worst aspects of
house alterations and DIY’.

A case in the High Court was
described, not a usual subject for the
Newsletter. The Court decided that a
new development in a Conservation

Area need not enhance the Area, it
only has to show that it does not
harm it.

The Borough Council refused an
application to convert the Neston
Station building on the east side to a
restaurant, taking the view that the
railway divided the ‘town’ (with new
supermarket coming) from ‘housing’.

Susan Chambers’ name returned to
the newsletter with an article headed
‘Eighty years ago’: looking back is not
new.

The Leighton Court saga continued
with an application to build 13 houses
in Leighton Court.

No 42 in July starts with an article on
Conservation Areas, welcoming a
leaflet about Neston Conservation
Area from the Borough Council’s
Leisure, Tourism and Amenities
Department, but bemoaning the
breaking of shop windows and theft,
and the need for more police.

The application to convert the Neston
Station building on the east side to a
restaurant was allowed on appeal. In
2022 the station buildings have long
been lost.

The Local Plan had been accepted by
the Inspector. The Society objected
to the policy on the Town Centre
Relief Road, but had been overruled.
In 2022 we have Ladies Walk, but the
rest of the Relief Road was never built.

Neston Church of England Infant
School closed, having been built in
1859: there is a poem and an article
on the school’s long history. A new
school was being opened in the
former Raby Park Junior School
building, to be known as St Mary’s. In
2022 the building in Liverpool Road is
now housing, and the school in Raby
Park Road has been closed and that
building demolished.

Litter was again on the agenda, this
time around the recycling banks in

Thirty Years Ago
What our newsletters were saying in 1992, and some contemporary comments
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the ‘Town Hall car park’. In 2022 we
have a well-run recycling centre at
Clay Hill, but most recycled stuff is
collected from our homes.

Chairman Tom Marlow was to show a
film ‘A Miracle on Tap’ at the Civic
Hall, and to answer questions, having
shown a different film with the same
name in 1987.

The article on the High Court case
about Conservation Areas in April is
followed up by a copy of an article
from The English Heritage
Conservation Bulletin. It ends on a
positive note: ‘...the Planning and
Compensation Act 1991 …requires
authorities to include in structure
plans positive policies for the
conservation of the natural beauty
and amenity of land, the
improvement of the physical
environment, and the management
of traffic.’

No 43 in October starts with news of
a grant from the new Heritage Fund
for planters and paving and a car
parking area in front of Rightway in
Bridge Street. In 2022 there is no
planter or layby – were they ever
built?

Sadly, the Society ‘were obliged to
ask for our money back in respect of
the flower basket on the Bushell
Fountain…failed…to
provide…attractive display…Leisure
Services…blame their contractor…’
In 2022 the hanging baskets looked
after by PDQ for the Town Council
are blooming well.

The Planning Committee had turned
down an application to build two
flats on the north-east corner of
Cross Street and Liverpool Road. The
Society hoped to see a revised plan.
In 2022 nos 7 and 8 Cross Street sit
well with their neighbours and the
building looks an improvement on
the original plan.

The AGM was to be followed by a talk
by Sue Lunt (until recently still a
member) on ‘The history of tea
drinking’.

Report from
Town Cllr
Janet Griffiths

The Town Council is gradually getting
back to normal business after Covid
restrictions. All meetings are now
held back in the Town Hall.

Unfortunately two councillors
resigned at the end of 2021 and
Stuart Harper was co-opted for
Neston ward and Neil Heritage was
co-opted for Little Neston ward. But
we are now looking for a councillor
for Parkgate ward.

There is a plan to reorganise some of
the committees. Community and
Environment will continue as before
but Policy and Resources will split
into three. They will now become
Finance and Administration, Market
and Town Hall and an HR
committee. This will take place from
May onwards.

Neston Town Council will be
supporting the Queen’s Jubilee
Celebrations in June. The Ladies Day
parade will take place on Thursday
June 2ⁿd, followed by a Jubilee
Market on Friday. Saturday is for
private street parties and on Sunday
the Hip and Harmony group will be
holding an event in Stanney Fields
Park with various activities and
entertainment.  The Town Council
has been pleased to support all these
events financially.

Unfortunately it has been necessary
to raise the precept slightly because
Cheshire West and Chester will no
longer be supplying the Christmas
lights for the High Street and tree at
The Cross. NestonTown Council will
now have to take on the cost of
providing lights from 2022 onwards.
Plans have been made to make
economies in the budget and it is
hoped that the High Street Shops
will enhance their shop window
displays.  We are looking to using
modern LED lights where possible
but it will still be a great expense if
the town is to be lit up next
Christmas.

The contract for the Floral Planting
and care has been awarded to the
same contractor who has provided
the town with lovely floral displays at
The Cross and under the Welcome to
Neston signs and the planters
outside the town hall for the last 3
years. A substantial cost of the
contract is watering the hanging
baskets so we are trialling the use of
self watering baskets in the hope of
making some economy.

The Council owns three sets of
allotments in the town.  Repairs and
improvements have been made to
the Raby Park road and Parkgate
allotments. Marshlands Road
allotments have a problem area of
rough uncultivable land and it has
been decided to plant it up with fruit
trees and bushes. These will be cared
for by the allotment holders and
those taking an active part will have
access to the produce.

The Town Council has again given
support for publicity for the
numerous musical events taking
place throughout the town from 22
April to  21 May as the Music Festival
returns for 2022 after the
disappointments of two years of
Covid cancellations.

Neston Town Council has agreed to
join with the police and CWAC
councillors in the Surgeries held in
the library for residents to take their
queries and comments. They are
taking place on some Wednesdays at
2-00pm to 3-00pm and Tuesdays and
Fridays at 5-30pm to 6-30pm. Ask at
the library for the dates or look on
line. You are welcome to come along.

Finally the Annual Town Meeting will
be held in the Town Hall at 6pm on
April 22ⁿd.  This is your opportunity to
attend and question or comment on
your town councillors.
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