NESTON CIVIC SOCIETY TREE TRAIL
(Updated 13 May 2022)
The Trail starts at the Car Park in Station
Road, Neston, accessed from Bridge Street.
1. Between the car park and the
Millennium Bridge is a Bird Cherry
(Prunus padus), planted to
commemorate Neston & Little
Neston winning the Best Kept Village
competition in 2008. Scented white
flowers in April, red-black cherries in
autumn.

4. Rowan, or Mountain Ash (Sorbus
aucuparia). Not related to Ash, but
the leaves are similar. Creamy
flowers, scarlet berries. Hugh
McAllister has written a book about
Sorbus, and there are many species at
Ness Gardens, where he was Deputy
Director.
5. Lime (Tilea x vulgarus) Also called
Linden. A hybrid of small-leaved and
large-leaved lime. Fruits are nut-like.

2. At the junction of Station Road and
the Wirral Way is Hazel (Corylus
avellana), well known for the catkins
from late winter.

3. From the car park, go under the
railway bridge, turn right through the
footpath into Romney Close, where
the grassy area has several trees. Ash
(Fraxinus excelsior) The fruits are
winged ‘keys’.

6. Keep right, go along the short road
leading to Lois Bulley House.
Eucalyptus is beyond the car park in
a private garden. The blue-green
leaves stay on the tree all year.

7. Turn left along the footpath, then
right along Cottage Close to Burton
Road. Flowering Cherry (Prunus)
Dramatic flowers in spring, deeply
grooved bark.

and catkins in spring.

Turn right along Burton Road, cross
with care, go along Burton Road,
cross at the Zebra Crossing and into
Neston Community & Youth Centre.
8. Sweet Chestnut (Castanea sativa) is
the first in a line of trees planted by
Neston Civic Society in 1986. The
red-brown nuts are wrapped in a
green spiky case.

9. Southern Beech (Nothofagus
obliqua) is the 7th tree. The leaves are
much smaller than those of our native
beech, and the bark is plated, rather
than smooth.

11. Continue up Bridge Street and into
High Street, then left into the Church
of St Mary and St Helen. Two Black
(Austrian) Pine (Pinus nigra) are on
the left, an evergreen commonly seen
in churchyards, distinguished from
other pines by the needles in pairs.

12. Two Holly (Ilex aquifolium) are
further along the path: female trees
bear the scarlet berries in autumn.

tumn.
10. Cross back over the Zebra crossing
and turn right under the Millennium
Bridge (and over Stanney brook).
Ahead is Silver Birch (Betula
pendula). It has striking white bark,

13. Turner’s Oak (Quercus x turneri)
Next to the Robinson grave, is this
rare semi-deciduous cross between
Quercus robur (English oak) and
Quercus ilex (Holm oak).

Oak leaves have several lobes: the
tree has catkins in spring and acorns
in autumn.

14. Horse Chestnut (Aesculus
hippocastanum) is on the left, by the
corner of the field. The leaves have 5
– 7 leaflets, the flowers in spring are
white and pink, and in autumn
conkers appear.

15. Two Beech (Fagus sylvatica) are by
Church Lane, either side of the path.
Although it is deciduous, the leaves
often remain on the tree later than on
other trees. The bark is smooth.

16. Through the kissing gate, turn left
along Church Lane, right by The
Nook, right along Wirral Way. Where
the path from the Library to Old
Quay Lane (Doctor’s Style) crosses,
to the left is an English Oak
(Quercus robur), ideal for climbing.

17. Continue along, the Wirral Way, and
just after going under Moorside Lane
Bridge, on the right is Dogwood
(Cornus alba), a small tree. In
autumn it has small black berries.

18. Turn right up the steep path, and on
the right is Hazel (Corylus avellana
'Purpurea’), well known for the
catkins from late winter, and the nuts
in autumn. Another tree is growing
with it.

19. At Moorside Lane, turn left. In the
United Reformed Church grounds is a
Monkey Puzzle (Araucaria
araucana). The spiky leaves form a
spiral. This ancient species grows
naturally in the Andes in Chile and

Argentina

.
20. Turn right along Parkgate Road, to
the plaque commemorating a visit by
John Wesley. On the right in a private
garden is a Yew (Taxus baccata) The
leaves are needle-like. The red fruits
look like berries but are arils. They
are poisonous to humans and animals,
but are eaten by birds.

21. Lawson Cypress (Chamaecyparis
lawsoniana) in the same garden
alongside 45 Parkgate Road, is a
native of the mountains of North
America.

22. Deodar (Cedrus deodar) (Himalayan
Cedar) is over the road behind
wooden fencing to the left of 46
Parkgate Road. It has unusually long
needles (3 – 4cm).

23. Go further along, and over the road,
in the garden of Beech House, is a
Fern-leafed Beech (Fagus sylvatica
asplenifolia) an unusual variety, also
called cut-leaved beech.

24. Immediately past the Library, on the
corner with Beechways Drive is
Monterey cypress (Cupressus
macrocarpa) an evergreen tree native
to California.

25. Closer to Beechways Drive are
several Purple sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus f. purpureum) a
large tree whose leaves are red-purple
underneath. In autumn it produces
winged seeds.

(Ginkgo biloba) This tall tree has a
Tree Preservation Order, but is
crowded by sycamore. This ancient
species has been on the earth for 200
million years.

26. Cross Parkgate Road with care and
go up Mill Street. On the left are
some Hornbeam (TPO). In The
Conservation Green is a Midland
Hawthorn (Crataegus laevigata)
with pink flowers in spring. The
leaves are less deeply lobed than
those of common hawthorn.

27. Near the top of Buggen Lane is a
Mugo Pine (Pinus mugo) with long
needles and large dark brown cones.

28. Go right along Park Street and down
High Street, crossing at the Zebra
crossing and down past Neston Cros,.
Turn left into Pykes Weint to the car
park. On the right in the grounds of
Neston Salvage is Maidenhair Tree

29. Keep right through the car park, and
turn left up Hinderton Road. After
400 yards, in the grounds of
Renaissance (former Police Station)
are three London Plane (Platanus x
hispanica). Its flaking bark, seen on
some branches, may be one reason
why it tolerates city pollution.

30. On the corner of Breezehill Road is
another Horse Chestnut.

31. Cross Hinderton Road at the traffic
lights, and go along Bushell Road to
the Wirral Way, to see another Ash.

35. To the right of the willows is Alder
(Alnus glutinosa), a small tree with
persistent catkins and small cones.
32. Cross Bushell Road carefully, and go
along Station Road. To the right is
another part of Bushell Road, with
Purple Beech (Fagus sylvatica f.
purpurea) in a private garden.

33. Fifty yards along Station Road, turn
right along a path into Stanney Fields
Park. On your right in a private
garden is a young Scots Pine (Pinus
sylvestris) the only native British
pine, an evergreen conifer with scaly
orange-brown bark.

34. To the right are two Weeping Willow
(Salix × sepulcralis var.
chrysocoma). Aspirin is derived from
salicin, a compound found in the bark
of all Salix species.

36. Continue through the park., along the
line of Wild cherries (Prunus avium
'Flora Plena') planted for the
millennium in 2000. Two of them are
the unusual St Lucie cherry (Prunus
mahaleb) possibly the only tree on
the trail not found at Ness Gardens.
37. To the right is a Lombardy Poplar
(Populus nigra, v italica) with tall
slim outline.

38. Go left through the wheels park. At
Station Road turn left for 50 yards.
Opposite no. 37 in the park is White
Poplar (Populus alba) The leaves are
pale underneath, and the catkins
produce fluffy white seeds.

39. Turn back, and then turn left into
Stanney Close to see another Lime
(Tilea x vulgarus)

Just ahead under the railway bridge is the
start.

