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Buildings and the Climate Emergency
David Oldham Emeritus Professor of Building Engineering
As well as lining the walls with
thermal insulation it is necessary to
pay attention to the windows which
are usually poor thermal insulators
unless double or triple glazed units
are installed carefully into the building fabric and sealed to avoid cracks
around the edges.

Build It Tight
and Ventilate right:
Air Infiltration and
Ventilation

T

here are over 30 million dwellings in the United Kingdom
and these are responsible for
approximately 16% of the total UK
carbon emissions. In order to meet
the conditions of the Paris agreement it is required that the net
carbon output due to the heating,
cooling and operation of both existing and new buildings be reduced by
78% in the next 15 years and to
achieve zero carbon by 2050. Given
that the United Kingdom has worse
performing buildings than the majority of European countries, a difficult
task lies ahead.
In 2016 the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, set a target for
all new dwellings in the United
Kingdom to be zero carbon by 2016.
However, four years later, the incoming government, elected promising
to be “the greenest government
ever”, promptly abandoned this
target. Whilst being funded, the Zero
Carbon Project, however, did allow
various design approaches to be
investigated, some of which can be
seen in the accompanying figures.
Most of these designs were for
detached houses located on large
sites which allowed enormous
freedom to investigate novel tech-

niques. These, however, were not
representative of most UK dwellings
which consists of a very high proportion of semi-detached and terraced
housing and flats.
Strategies are described below which
should be standard on all newbuild
projects and can also be applied to
the existing building stock.

Fabric First Thermal Insulation
Energy is lost by conduction through
walls, windows, floors and roofs and
by leakage of warm air through any
cracks in the envelope. The performance of walls, floors and roofs can all
be improved using thermal insulation. This is a cheap low-tech solution
and can achieve good results. It is
easy to install in the construction of
new buildings and an obvious
approach to improving the performance of existing poorly performing
building stock.
In the UK insulation is normally positioned inside a wall cavity; it can also
be located on the interior or external
surfaces of walls. The heat loss characteristics are the same in all three
cases.
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British buildings are generally very
leaky and if the thermal efficiency of
the building fabric is improved by
generous insulation there will come
a point at which the dominant mechanism of heat loss is via uncontrolled
ventilation termed air infiltration.
This results in the continual
exchange of expensively heated
interior air with cold exterior air.
Infiltration losses can be reduced by
carefully identifying and sealing all
potential cracks during construction.
All newly-built dwellings are now
required to undergo a pressure test
to demonstrate that they achieve a
minimum standard. This test consists
of replacing one external door with
a board containing a large fan, fitted
in a doorway and sealed around the
edges. Air is extracted from the
building until the difference in pressure between the interior and exterior is 50 Pa. The fan is then switched
off and as external air leaks in
through cracks the pressure difference is measured as a function of
Terrace of small,
carbon zero houses

time. A graph is plotted from which
the infiltration rate can be calculated.
Building spaces need to be ventilated
in a controlled fashion. In the case of
small houses, especially terraced, this
can be achieved simply with trickle
ventilators. However, in very well
insulated houses the solution may be
to use a mechanical ventilation with
heat recovery system (MVHR).

An MVHR system consists of a small
unit containing 2 fans and a heat
exchanger. The first fan extracts
warm air from spaces such as kitchens and bathrooms via small section
ductwork. This air flows over the
heat exchanger and out of the building. The second fan draws in fresh
cold air which also passes over the
heat exchanger where the extract air
heats the cold incoming air. These
units achieve efficiencies of over 90%
and thus the ventilation energy loss
is minimised.

Space Heating
All buildings will need some form of
heating system. In the large standalone dwellings, which were a significant feature of the Zero Carbon
Project, extensive use was made of
the use of solar gain via very large
windows. However, passive solar
gain solutions are not practical in
most UK dwellings.
Currently air source heat pumps are
being heavily promoted with claims
based upon their using free energy
from the air. Air source heat pumps
are essentially refrigerators running
backwards. They require electricity
to run, and electricity generated by
burning coal, oil or gas will not be
zero carbon or free. Electricity
bought from a supplier offering a
green tariff will be zero carbon.
The attraction of an air source heat
pump in existing buildings is that it
could simply replace the boiler in a
gas fired central heating system.
However, it may be necessary to use
large radiators as the circulation
water from the heat pump may be
at a relatively low temperature. It
should be noted that not all dwellings for example flats, can accommodate the external unit required
by an air source heat pump.

Electricity

External unit of air source heat pump

A modern house cannot function
without electricity and the UK mains
system is now fed by a high
proportion of wind and solar power
generators. Domestic solar voltaic
panels became a common feature
on many roofs following earlier

government financial incentives.
However, the rate of installations
greatly diminished following the loss
of a generous guaranteed income
and the limited capacity of domestic
electrical storage batteries.
Experiments are currently being
carried out on number of dwellings
to link the solar panels, local battery
storage, the electrical mains and
domestic electric car charging
points. The objective is to utilise the
large capacity batteries of vehicles
to store the electricity generated
when not required for running the
dwelling and for the grid system to
“borrow” electricity from the car
batteries in times of need. This could
provide mains backup for periods
when the wind doesn’t blow, and
the sun doesn’t shine, and
renewable sources cannot meet
demand.
Note to readers: anyone planning to
upgrade their house is recommended to consult the Energy
Saving Trust website
(https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/)
where there is much useful information including simple calculators to
assess the potential costs and benefits of different approaches.
David Oldham came
to this area 30 years
ago on taking up the
Chair in Building Engineering at the University of Liverpool to
research into the
environmental performance of buildings. He retired in
2010 and spends his time walking and
cycling around the area and occasionally,
weather permitting, sailing.

A Slower Town Centre?
Although much of Neston is now subject to a 20 mph speed limit,
the Town Centre is not. This is about to change. Cheshire West
and Chester Borough Council have issued a Traffic Regulation Order
affecting the High Street area proposing a 20 mph speed limit.
The map shows the area affected.
It is the ambition of the Council to introduce a reduced speed limit
throughout built-up areas where possible.
`Proposed 20 mph roads
Existing 20 mph roads
Remaining 30 mph roads

The proposal was met with mainly negative comments on the
AboutMyArea website, many critical of the Town Council who had
nothing to do with the proposal which quite clearly came from
CWaC
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Burton Mere Wetlands’ 10th Birthday
Dan Trotman Visitor Experience Manager

N

o sooner has the dust settled
on one major anniversary for
the RSPB Dee Estuary nature
reserve, than another milestone
rapidly ticks by. 2019 marked 40 years
since the reserve was founded with
the purchase of the tidal Gayton
Sands from British Steel. The aim was
to protect precious habitat from proposed development and excessive
recreational disturbance causing
declines in winter bird populations.
After barely drawing breath especially with the disruption of Covid, in
September we celebrated ten years
since the opening of Burton Mere
Wetlands, the beating heart of the
reserve where our nature conservation work extends far beyond protecting the rich natural landscape.
The estuary boasts a fascinating history, evident from the earthwork of
an Iron Age hillfort at Burton Point
and the canalisation of the river in the
1730s resulting in the wilderness that
we see today. Whilst most inter-tidal
land in the UK belongs to the Crown
Estate, the Dee Estuary was relinquished into private ownership to
improve shipping upstream to Chester.

Thanks to this, and the support of
our members, the RSPB has been
able to gradually acquire more of the
estuary over the past four decades,
managing it in ways to benefit the
wildlife that relies on these fragile
habitats. Whilst Burton Mere Wetlands may be relatively new to many
local people, the development of
this part of the reserve began back in
1986.
Farmland reclaimed from the estuary
by the Borderlands railway in the
1890s was abandoned after becoming increasingly waterlogged. The
booming Shotton Steelworks heavily
drained this land for a few decades
in the post-war era, but as the industry changed and output reduced, less
water was required leaving the farmland unviable.
For the RSPB it was an opportunity
to create freshwater habitats to
complement the tidal mud and
marsh at Parkgate. Due to the high
water table and being historically
tidal, digging pools and scrapes in
the old crop fields of Inner Marsh
Farm created a sanctuary for many
of the wildfowl and wading birds on
the estuary. The benefit of designing

Visitor Centre and March Covert Hide - Paul Jubb
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a wetland from scratch is the ability to
install water level control with a series
of ditches and sluices, which has great
advantages for providing the required
conditions for birds throughout the
year.
The final piece of the jigsaw came
thanks to the National Lottery Heritage Fund helping us purchase Burton
Mere Fishery in 2008 and develop the
modern facilities to deliver our vision
of providing access to both the natural
and human heritage of the Dee Estuary.
Nestled to the southwest of Burton,
off Puddington Lane, Burton Mere
Wetlands’ eco-friendly visitor centre
with biofuel heating, sheep wool insulation and rainwater harvesting toilets,
offers commanding views across the
wetlands through large panoramic
windows.
From here, accessible trails explore
woodland, reedbed, fen and farmland,
punctuated by several viewing screens
and hides to provide shelter from the
elements and allowing closer views of
the birds. A mile out from the car park,
a gentle climb reaches the summit of
Burton Point, where an artist’s impression helps to visualize how different
the landscape was when the Iron Age
hillfort stood here around 200BC. Unrivalled views from here take in the
entire estuary, the Clwydian Range
and mid-Cheshire Ridge, making it an
obvious location for a historic settlement.
The reserve’s priorities in 1979 were to
protect tidal habitats, through little
intervention, as a winter home for
tens of thousands of wetland birds
that retreat from the freezing Arctic
conditions. The wetlands at Inner
Marsh Farm were developed as a
refuge for these winter flocks at times
of high tides and disturbance. However, by the time the Burton site was

Neston Old Quay. Reduced sheep
grazing has led to increases in nesting
redshanks and skylarks, as well as
supporting an increase in winter wildfowl. Most significant are the pinkfooted geese, whose numbers have
swelled from a few hundred to more
than 25,000 in the fifteen years that
Burton Marsh has been part of the
reserve.

Flock of pink-footed geese - Paul Jubb
extended in 2007, advances in conservation land management meant
objectives were set for breeding
birds, in our case the threatened
waders lapwing and redshank, as the
site evolved into Burton Mere Wetlands.
After a decade of careful habitat creation, coupled with exclusion of
ground predators with electric fenc-

O

f particular significance is
the local success of egrets.
From little egrets colonising
in the late 1990s, to the more recent
arrival of great egrets and cattle
egrets; both boast their most northerly nests in the world in the woodland heronry adjacent to Burton
Mere Wetlands which has flourished
since the wetland creation. Next on

The Burton Marsh Greenway, linking
Deeside to the Wirral Way on
opening in 2013, improved access to
the estuary for local communities and
helped spark greater interest in the
birds that are readily seen from this
route. It is not just wetland birds benefitting from our protection, but
many birds of prey also rely on the
estuary to spend the winter away
from colder upland and inland areas.
Parkgate remains a stronghold for
rare hen harriers; marsh harriers built
up a sizeable winter roost at Neston
Reedbed before first nesting there in
2017, whilst merlins and short-eared
owls prosper on the undisturbed saltmarsh.
Amounting to almost 8,000 football
pitches in size, protecting the Dee
estuary, saltmarsh is of national and
international importance, being at
risk of erosion, sea level rises and
human activity in many other parts of
the UK and Europe.

Flock of waders from wet grassland - Paul Jubb

ing, the reserve is now one of the
most productive sites in the country
for breeding waders. As well as
lapwing and redshank, the iconic
avocet has also thrived and become
one of the stars of spring and
summer here.
Countless other birds have flourished
with the ongoing protection of the
wetlands, along with farmland, scrub
and woodland where bluebells
abound in spring and several active
badger setts are veiled.

the list of exotic breeders could be
spoonbill, which have become a reliable summer visitor to the estuary and
shown brief signs of courtship here,
whilst they have recently nested on
RSPB sites in Yorkshire.
With Burton Mere Wetlands being
the focal point these days, it is crucial
not to neglect the importance of the
whole Dee Estuary reserve. The
RSPB’s purchase of Burton Marsh
Farm in 2006 safeguarded the saltmarsh between Burton Point and
6

For ten years now, Burton Mere Wetlands has made the Dee Estuary’s
special wildlife accessible to a broad
audience, able to see birds that
would have seemed a pipe dream at
the reserve’s beginnings in 1979; with
continued protection imagine what
other conservation successes we
might celebrate before the reserve
turns 50.
With an MSc in
Conservation Ecology, Dan Trotman
has worked at the
RSPB Dee Estuary
reserve since 2010
leading on all things visitor-related,
primarily at Burton Mere Wetlands
but also at Parkgate events and
with partners and local communities

Neston - Microcosm of Global Warming
Susan Schwab shares her thoughts as COP26 approaches

W

ith the upcoming COP26,
we are bombarded, every
day via the media, with
the imminence of Global Warming,
its consequences engrained: ever
more extreme high and low temperatures, heatwaves, urban overheating, wildfires, hurricanes, drought,
floods and, seemingly incongruously,
more severe winter storms. Even in
Neston, whilst less extreme, weather
has already become more unpredictable, drought or wet periods more
extended; higher temperatures
produce more energetic, dramatically intense rainstorms and flooding.
However, Climate Change is not new
- a natural process - as variation in
the energy receipt from solar radiation essential for life is out of our
control eg when:
●the Earth’s orbit changes from
circular to egg shape or ‘wiggles’
taking it further from - or nearer to the sun on 100,000 and 40,000 year
cycles;

temperatures in the 900s, significantly reducing Arctic ice, facilitating
Norse explorers’ successful navigation.
After this ‘Mediaeval Warm
Period’(MWP), temperatures again
fell considerably (think Bruegel
picturescapes and Thames’ ice fairs),
until a significant and relentless
upward trend began from 1850
onwards.
This time though, most scientists
believe human activity is responsible.
Maintaining world temperatures
relies on a delicate balance between
the amount of incoming solar radiation and the amount escaping back
into space.
At high level, atmospheric gases such
as CO₂, water vapour and methane
create an essential ‘blanket’ to
prevent all the heat escaping, like the
glass in a greenhouse. All life creates
these three gases. Simplistically,
more solar energy and/or more
greenhouse gases cause temperature rises, lower solar energy and too
small a layer of gases lower temperatures. Photosynthesis - organisms
fixing carbon from atmospheric CO₂,
releasing oxygen- helps maintain the
balance, provided that much of the
carbon is stored on land or in the sea

as coal, oil, in rocks, trees, other
plants and animals.
Neston, as a ‘climate changer’,
creating an ‘enhanced greenhouse’
effect by adding too much to the
essential gas layer, is a microcosm
of recent global emission history.
Evidence suggests carbon dioxide,
from human activity, is increasing
more than 250 times faster than it
did from natural sources after the
last Ice Age.
Neston’s collieries, considered ‘the
birthplace of the Wirral’s industrial
revolution’, helped provide fossil
coal to fuel the steam age and
manufacturing economy of the next
100 years; Mealor’s ploughs and
tools, the gasworks, lime kiln, the
cable factory and the steam laundry
providing essential services/goods
all used this high emission power
source.
Neston’s population grew; more
bricks were made, home fuel
consumption increased, the
railways came, increased farm
output needed chemicals. The
colliery closed, but petrol-burning
car ownership developed; the
consumer society, oil-based, plastic
economy arrived. More energy was
consumed, gas emissions, particu-

NASA
●solar output changes (sunspots)
over its roughly 11 year Schwabe
cycle;
●incoming energy is blocked by
volcanic eruptions. Krakatoa’s 1883
massive ash output blocked solar
radiation reducing global temperatures 1-2°C for two years.
When climate changes we are all
affected. Neston is no different;
Wirral’s Viking history probably
resulted from low volcanic activity
and high solar output creating higher

“Lord Taylor” Neston - Parkgate colliery engine Photo courtesy Edward Hilditch
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lates and pollution adding to that
layer of now over-insulating gases; a
story repeated worldwide.
Underpinning growth - literally - in
buildings, roads and bridges, is
concrete. Madeleine Rubenstein, in
2012, suggests, per capita globally, we
produce 3 tons annually. Concrete
requires the release of carbon dioxide
stored for millions of years in lime
bearing rocks by intense heat, often
from fossil coal or oil, to produce
cement. Without mitigation one ton
of concrete equates to 1 ton of extra
CO₂, once stored in rock strata. Lime is
also required for chemicals and steel
production.
Further, to increase food/industrial
production, access luxury timber or
the minerals lying beneath them, a
major surface carbon store, the tropical rainforest is being destroyed. Less
carbon dioxide can be removed from
the atmosphere and stored and,
where deforestation leads to burning,
more is added to emissions.

E

vidence reveals that current
warming is occurring roughly
ten times faster than the
average rate of post Ice Age warming.
Results sound insignificant: NASA
suggests average surface temperature has risen about 1.18° C in the last
120 years, the top 100 metres of
ocean are 0.33°C warmer than in 1969
and its acidity has increased 20-30%.
However, this translates to glacial
retreat and land ice loss - 279 billion
tons in Greenland and 148 billion tons
from Antarctica - each year, Arctic sea
ice decline, earlier snow melts and
less winter snow cover. Global sea
level rose 20 cm in the last century; its
annual increase has now doubled and
accelerates year on year. Although
currently most keenly felt in the
Indian and Pacific Oceans, eg Tuvalu,
the UK coast will be affected in time,
affecting river profiles throughout the
country.
We are exhorted to use less, reduce
our carbon footprint, save the rainforests, become ‘eco savvy’ and cut
down on plastic pollution.
Ocean plastic makes an insidious
contribution to Global Warming.

Lanternfish: Wikipedia File:Messina Straits Myctophum punctatum.jpg - Wikimedia Commons

Ocean carbon sinks are vital but
often overlooked, although their
area dwarfs that of the rainforest.
Their phytoplankton, algae and sea
grass fix atmospheric CO₂ by photosynthesis over vast areas (sea grass
alone fixes 35% more than the same
area of rainforest but its competency is reduced by pollution)
storing the carbon in their bodies
and releasing oxygen into the
atmosphere.
Surface phytoplankton, eaten by
zooplankton, in turn feed fish.
Humble, underrated lantern fish,
millions of them, represent well
over 60% of the ocean biomass.
Living at a depth of 300m-800m in
the daylight, they rise to the surface
to feed at night, retreating to the
shadows at dawn, becoming food
for squid and larger fish up the food
chain, taking the carbon deeper and
deeper in the ocean. Eventually,
when a consumer dies the carbon in
its decomposing body sinks to the
bottom - stored there rather than
being released at the surface.
Sadly, in moonlight, sparkling pieces
of microplastic appear more
appetising to their predators than
phytoplankton, themselves struggling with changing temperatures.
Malnourished, fish stocks decline,
and the quantity of carbon removed
from thesurface equation is
reduced.
What next for Neston and the UK
without a reduction in greenhouse
gases? Scientists are hazy and
argumentative, beyond the fact of
more extremes. We could fare far
better that the countries closer to
the Equator where drought and
8

increased temperatures have devastated agricultural economies. With
water conservation a warmer, longer
growing season could provide opportunities for agricultural expansion as
during the MWP.
However, an alternative is possible,
still fuelled by Global Warming:
As an island, despite rain and storms,
extreme temperatures have been
moderated by the sea. The North
Atlantic Drift, a warm surface water
ocean current from the Equator via
the Gulf Stream, has, for millennia,
kept us warmer in winter than our
latitude normally allows, even given
our maritime location.
To be maintained, water must return
to the Equator as a deep ocean
current controlled by a ‘thermohaline pump’: water reaching the Arctic
cools and some freezes, increasing
water salinity and density; this sinks
and flows back, at depth, to the
Equator. Higher Arctic temperatures
have already slowed this circulation.
Further NAD slowing - temperatures
could plummet!

● Now retired from teaching,
Susan Schwab has been an
educational resources writer,
mainly for the secondary phase,
for a number of years.
She has contributed to school
geography books and
environmental campaign
resources for a variety of
educational groups.
Susan lives locally.

Out and About in Neston
Robina Hetherington on Places and Planning
NESTON TOWN CENTRE

FURTHER AFIELD

A

t Burton Manor the development of 16 houses in the
grounds is progressing, with roofs
now added. It is thought that they
will go on the market in a few
months.

T

he town centre, in my opinion,
continues to look well and,
despite the difficult times that we live
in, has few empty shops. There have
been pavement-widening developments, with the parklet outside
Paisley Grey, planting troughs outside
The Blue Bicycle and concrete planters outside Elephant Bank.

A planning application for 5 portable
“Shepherd's huts” at Fiddlestone
Farm, Dunstan Lane was withdrawn,
but Lazy Bear Hideaway are now
offering “romantic off-grid retreat”
glamping at Denhall Lane with a
Nordic Cabin and Showman's Wagon.

Public opinion has been very mixed
with some bemoaning the reduction
in parking and objecting to the cost:
many, and that includes me, have
welcomed the investment in our
town and greening of the pavements.
However, it does raise a number of
concerns, the first being the lack of a
coherent design approach: would it
not have looked so much better if the
three elements had been designed as
one? Neston is after all a historic
market town with a conservation
area designation. The other question
is how parking is provided for Blue
Badge holders in the town.

At Station Road the Friends of Hampstons Well have worked hard and
cleared the paving and installed a
new bench, worth a visit to sit quietly
and reflect.

As there is ample free parking in the
town could the bay outside the
Optician’s and Hewitt Adams be
designated as parking for less ablebodied drivers?

At Hooton an application has been
submitted for the demolition of The
Hooton pub and the erection of 18
dwellings.
Consultation has been carried out on
a proposed new Crematorium on
Green Belt land along the north side
of Hooton Road.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND APPEALS
The proposal by McCarthy Stone for
a retirement living development at
Brook Meadow off Church Lane was
refused permission in July. It took
CWaC over two years to make this
decision! It was rejected on grounds
of highway safety, insufficient open
space and lack of affordable housing.

cant has appealed. The Civic Society
committee have supported the
refusal of this development in the
Green Belt on the grounds that it

The outline proposal for 17 houses at
the Parkgate Nurseries site off Boathouse Lane was decided at a CWaC
committee meeting on 5th October.
would not respect the visual amenity
or rural character of the area.

This may not be the end of the
matter as the applicants may either
appeal or submit a revised scheme.
In Lees Lane, CWaC refused permission for 9 houses and work units on
the former poultry farm. The appli-

of two tennis courts. Another
concern is the prospect of heavy
machinery using Flashes Lane, given
the existing problems in Ness of very
large and heavy agricultural vehicles
using small country lanes.

At Flashes Lane there has been an
application for an agricultural building for storage and livestock. The
committee objected because there
was insufficient detail in this application, especially considering the size of
the proposed building. At 40 metres
long by 20 metres wide this is the size
9

Although the Officer’s report
opinioned that the area where the
greenhouses currently stand is
‘brownfield', and recommended
approval, the planning committee
voted unanimously to refuse the
application on the grounds of it being
an inappropriate development on
the greenbelt.

New homes proposed for
Burton Manor estate
Donald Insall Associates

In Burton, Friends of Hampstons
Well have installed a new bench,
where you may sit quietly and
reflect.
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Our Conversation about Cheshire West’s Local Plan
Cheshire West & Chester Council’s consultation on its new Local Plan - its “conversation”
with residents and local organisations - closed last month. The Plan is to set out how the
area should be developed and is to provide the basis for determining all planning applications.
The current Plan was adopted in January 2015 and provides the overall vision,
strategic objectives, spatial strategy and strategic planning policies for the
borough until 2030. The city of Chester and towns of Ellesmere Port, Northwich
and Winsford were the main focus for development, with 22,000 new homes
planned. Neston barely featured in the Plan, primarily because it had very limited
capacity for new housing as it is ringed by Green Belt.
The consultation concerned whether the plan should be reviewed to reflect
changed circumstances and new priorities, such as the climate emergency,
poverty and health.
The Civic Society committee felt strongly that Neston should feature in any new
plan and that a vision statement be included for Neston for enhancing transport
infrastructure, tourism, employment, protection of environment and homes.
We asked for:
● Greater enforcement of planning decisions in order to support design
standards.
● Support to be given to reducing energy demand by insulating buildings.
● Support to be given to making streets and roads more convenient for
pedestrians, bikes, wheelchairs and buggies.
● Cycle and walking paths to be maintained to a high standard to continue
encouraging use.
● Community design panels to advise on larger developments, involving people
who know their area.

Civic Society Website
We are delighted to report that
Dr Mark Buckley has set up our
new website at
www.nestoncivicsociety.uk
At present it has limited content, but
it will grow. Mark, who lives in Ness,
retired recently from a career in electronics.
He insists he is not a professional
web designer, but he finds out how
to do things, and does them!
He set up the website for Neston
U3A, and has just produced one for
Neston Music Festival. We’d be glad
to hear what members would like to
see on the website.
In the long term, we hope it can
include an archive of older newsletters and other documents, and of
photographs.

● Planners with design and heritage training to deal with applications within
Conservation Areas and the Green Belt.

Locally listed house sold

● A proportion of new developments to be social housing.

St Winefride's schoolhouse on
Burton Road has been sold, after
being empty for about five years. A
planning application to erect a
building with flats for retired priests
was withdrawn after four years
when it was not approved by CWaC,
who wanted the building preserved
as it is locally listed.

● A new survey of housing need and land supply for Neston.
● Development of existing buildings within the Green Belt restricted to those
that pre-date the current local plan, and nothing permitted that is taller than
existing buildings.
● Rail and bus routes into Neston supported and enhanced.
● Clay Hill Industrial Park infrastructure enhanced with better signage and
maintenance.
● A survey on the effect of tourism in Parkgate and Neston and how it could
be facilitated by transport links.
We hope that our local CWaC councillors will take note of our concerns and
lobby for a revised plan where Neston is positively included. If you happen
to meet a councillor, draw it to their attention; let’s be vocal to prevent
CWaC from ignoring our town!
Robina Hetherington

Neston Town Council’s
response is reported
on page 13

St Winefride’s church is not locally
listed, though some would say it is
of more architectural merit than the
schoolhouse.

Plaques still in mind
We still have plans to produce
plaques for Neston South Station
and the Cottage Hospital. Our
excellent local artist, Jo Richardson
has family problems at present, but
we look forward to her artwork in
due course.
Rob Ward
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Ness and its Conservation Area

N

ess Conservation Area is
unusual in having a large rural
area, which was added
because of three sunken lanes. One is
Snab Lane, accessible as far as there
are houses. Another goes through
the middle of Goldstraw Farm. The
third is Robinson’s Rake, which runs
alongside Ness Gardens. The Society
is still working on a map of the area,
which we plan to display in the village
and in Ness Gardens.
In September Robina Hetherington
and Rob Ward walked with Zoe Chapman, Business Manager at Ness Gardens, from part of the gardens not
normally accessible to the public into
part of Robinson’s Rake, down sandstone steps. It was very overgrown.
Hugh McAllister (formerly Deputy
Director of Ness Gardens) responded
to Rob Ward’s update email to
members of the Society to tell us
about The Rake.
Subsequently, Peter Cunnington (formerly Curator of Ness Gardens) shared
his recollections about the Rake.

Robinson’s Rake

They said that during the lifetime of
Arthur Kilpin Bulley, the founder of
the Gardens, Robinson's Rake was
the public access to part of Ness
Gardens, the Rock Garden being
accessible by a separate gate. It led to
a cottage in The Croft, just beyond
the buildings where Head Gardener,
Joe Hope, had his office. The Croft
was named for the cottage called
'Grace's Croft' (occupied originally by
a Mr Grace and demolished in the
1960s).

One could walk all the way to the
marsh, crossing the railway line (built
in 1896). It was said to be one of
many smugglers’ 'tunnels' on Wirral,
by virtue of the trees growing over
the cutting, which obscured any
activities from the authorities.
Around the 1970s, when Ken Hulme
was Director, it was cleared and
native shrubs and trees were planted,
to make a nature trail as far as the
railway fence. Down this length of
the Rake the farmer who owned the
land was Bert Wright who had used
the cutting for dumping rubbish. On
Mr Wright's death Gordon Cowie
bought Goldstraw Farm.

Houses Lane and (today’s) Marshlands Road. In the south-west corner
was ‘Denhall’ which straddled the border of Ness township and Burton.
Denhall had a significant domestic settlement, port, medieval hospital and
some colliery activity. The settlement
of Denhall later moved inland. All this
development would have justified significant land communication – Denhall
Lane is the obvious route, but others
may have been too (almost certainly
Snab Lane and probably an extension
of Robinson’s Rake).
Snab Lane

In the early 2000's the Rake fell into
disuse as a nature trail and quickly became impassable.
More information came from local
historians Anthony Annakin-Smith and
Susan Chambers.

A

'Rake' signifies access to the
fields: there are quite a few on
Wirral, and the word is of Norse origin. 'Snab' is a steep slope: the name
goes back to at least a survey of Ness
in 1634.
Goldstraw Farm is said to have been
home of an early lord of the manor
(it was known as Ness Manor by
some locals). A river access would
have been important - Burton and
Ness/ Denhall were busy river frontages before the 16th century.

The map above, by Bryant, from Susan
Chambers, shows Ness in 1831 before
the railway was built, with Snab Lane
(labelled) and Robinson’s Rake.

Sunken lanes, or holloways, are a
function of usage and time. They
often, though not exclusively, occur
on inclines eg Cuckoo Lane, Shotwick
Lane and Denhall Lane. They often
led to sites of importance in the
Middle Ages eg Shotwick, Denhall
Hospital.
Ness township has a complex history.
At the north-west corner was the colliery site, scene of industrial activity
for a century and more as well as a
residence for colliers and others. This
site was primarily served by New
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This sketch (also from Susan Chambers)
drawn in 1825 by Mariamne Congreve.
shows the junction of Well Lane and the
main road.

What could the Local Plan do to
enhance health and well-being?
Provision of Community Facilities:
Neston Town Council wants to ensure
that there is investment in the provision of local community facilities such
as the Civic Hall and Town Hall.
Access to and Protection of Green
Spaces: Access to green spaces provides multiple benefits including
improving the wellbeing of local comeston Town Council received munities, with opportunities for activian invitation from Cheshire
ties such as exercise, social interaction
West and Chester Council to
and caring for nature, all of which can
“join the conversation” about
bring mental and physical health benwhether CWaC’s current Local Plan
efits. Neston Town Council would like
needs to be updated to reflect chang- to see CWaC adopt strategic policies
ing circumstances such as climate
to identify the location of green
emergency, poverty and health .
spaces and set out clear policies for
their protection and further enhanceThis was their (necessarily edited)
ment
response.

N

What could the Local Plan do to
address climate change?
Neston Town Council is keen to
ensure that CWaC is taking
appropriate action to significantly
reduce carbon emissions and
improve environmental sustainability
by:

Encourage a Step Change in Cycling and
Walking: Increasing cycling and
walking can help tackle some of the
most challenges issues we currently
face, improving air quality by reducing
road congestion, combatting climate
change by reducing carbon and
improving health and wellbeing.

What could the Local Plan do to
provide housing that meets the needs
local community to utilise more climate of local communities?
friendly modes of travel by improving
Neston Town Council would like assurthe provision of safe commuter and
ance from CWaC that future developrecreational routes in and around
ments adhere strictly to existing
Neston and increasing bus and train
policies and proposals namely:
routes.
• That any new housing developIt is also critical that existing cycle
ments are accommodated within the
and pedestrian pathways are
existing settlement limits and do not
maintained to the highest standard
encroach on protected green belt
to encourage ongoing and further
• Protection of existing green belt is
use of these amenities.
of paramount importance to our local
Sustainable Construction of Housing: community. With this in mind we
Enforce planning / building conditions suggest that the wording in the local
plan is strengthened where necessary
to ensure that all new build
properties meet zero carbon targets. to ensure that open land in the countryside is protected from developTrees and Green Spaces: The local
ment whether it is designated green
authority will likely have sizable levels belt or has some other form of desigof land ownership. This land should
nation implying protected status
be managed to offset carbon
through tree planting, tree retention • That any new building focuses on
and soil carbon management. Manag- the provision of affordable housing
ing green spaces alongside roads and within the existing settlement limits
in urban settings will make a positive • That where new developments are
difference to carbon emissions.
agreed, they fully embrace “good

Sustainable Travel: Encouraging the
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design” as part of the planning process. We are strongly of the view that
new or replacement building ought
to be reflective of and in sympathy
with the character of the immediate
neighbourhood. We would like to see
CWaC strengthen their resolve on
this subject.
What could the Local Plan do to
support an inclusive economy, green
jobs and our town centres?
Neston Town Council would like to
see the creation of more skilled / professional jobs available to local
people, to help reduce the movement of young people away from
their home area.
The Town Council believes that the
provision of grants and / or a reduction in rates to bespoke small /
medium businesses could encourage
these businesses to the local area and
help to facilitate this change.
Business premises could be made
available by refurbishing available /
empty premises and by using available capacity on the Clayhill industrial
Estate and by enhancing the existing
infrastructure. It’s important that any
new retail outlets work in harmony
with the Town Centre.
Neston Town Council is also keen to
continue to encourage procurement
of goods and services from local companies by supporting and promoting
the weekly market and local businesses.
We would like to know how you think
land should be used in your area.
Neston Town Council is concerned
that a number of recent development
proposals clearly encroach on designated green belt land. We believe
that using green belt for this purpose
is unnecessary as there are sufficient
brown field sites available. We would
like assurance from CWaC that plans
to develop on green belt will be
rejected in favour of available brownfield sites.
Report from
Town Cllr

Janet Griffiths

Having your say on local planning applications

A

s the government looks to
streamline its planning
regime, possibly with reduced
scope for the views of local residents, CWaC and as reconsiders its
Local Plan (see other pages) now
may be a good time to review how
the local views are currently considered.
It is already the case that there is a
presumption in favour of a development application. So by and large if a
planning application falls within a
local authority’s agreed policies and
local plan it will be given the green
light irrespective of the contrary
views of the local community.

So what influence over individual
application does the private citizen
have under the present system? All
planning applications can be commented upon, but only matters relevant to planning control are taken
into account. You can’t object to a
development just because you don’t
like the look of it: your objection
would have to be related to how the
design or materials affected the
appearance and character of the area
or street. And that’s about the limit
of pure opinion. Other comments
need to be more objective, for
example relating to environmental
issues such as noise, traffic, the local

Neston Neighbourhood Plan
Neston was one of the first communities in Cheshire to have a Neighbourhood Plan agreed (86% voting
'yes' in a referendum in May 2016).
The plan, the culmination of two
years’ work by local volunteers and
formally made by Cheshire West and
Chester Council in June 2016, has at
the moment, to be taken into
account in local planning decisions,
and is indeed often referred to by
planning officers in their reports on
applications.
(Although the Neighbourhood Plan
requires Neston Town Council to
ensure it is monitored, it has only
ever published one monitoring
report (in 2018) and the Plan does
not feature as one of its priorities.)

economy and impact on public services.
Of course, the impact of a building on
the amenity of neighbouring properties, for example privacy or physical
effect of the building, is something
often raised by objectors. But concerns about intrusion is not the same
as a “right to light”. Whereas this is
an ancient right, so old in fact that
the legislation refers to candle
power, it is a civil court matter and is
separate from daylight and sunlight
as considered by Local Planning
Authorities. Rights of light must be
considered even if the planning permission has been granted. And the
right is to a certain amount of light
and not to all of the light that was
once enjoyed.
14

It may be that a resident has wellgrounded and sincere moral
objections to a proposed
development, objections that may be
shared by other neighbours. But
such objections will not be relevant
to planning control. They may be
shared by licensing authorities, of
course. So a new betting shop may
receive planning consent but not
obtain a licence.

T

he vast majority of applications
are considered by officers.
Only about 1% are dealt with by
the Planning Committee of elected
councillors. A Councillor may request
a particular application be considered, or “called in” to the Committee, most probably in cases of local
controversy. But if an application is
nevertheless clearly in line with planning law, local plan or Neighbourhood Plan, the Chair and Head of
Planning have a veto over the
request. Of applications which go
through the whole process, 90% are
approved. And presumption continues to be in favour of the applicant.
Local planners frequently work with
potential developers and are able to
advise what falls within the rules and
what does not. It is not unusual for
initial applications that clearly fall
outside planning policies to be
withdrawn. So that of those finishing
the the whole procedure, the
number approved rises above the
90% referred to earlier.
Forthose wishing to comment on
other people’s applications – which
you cannot do anonymously – there
is a list of what is and is not relevant
on the CWaC website .

We wish to acknowledge the generous assistance given by Mr Bob
Charnley, Head of Planning at
Cheshire West & Chester Council, in
the preparation of this article.

Coast Path around Wirral

a correction

In our last edition local historian and author (and Civic Society member) Anthony
Annakin-Smith contributed an article about his concerns relating to the the
introduction of the stretch of the England Coast Path around Wirral’s coast to meet
its Welsh equivalent near Chester.
Unfortunately, an editing and layout error caused his final paragraph to be omitted
and replaced by his photo and a brief biographical note. The omission gave on
overly negative slant to the opinions he was expressing. We apologise for this and
print the intended conclusion below.
The full article is on our website www.nestoncivicsociety.uk
Go to the newsletter section, Spring 2021, pages 9-11.

As written, this was
Anthony’s final paragraph

As far as I am concerned, the status quo is fine – it ain’t broke so we don’t need
anyone to fix it. I would, however, encourage the RSPB to engage with the public
locally, stressing why it is so important to care for the marsh, to keep dogs on
leads at all times, not to disturb nests and to act responsibly in other ways so that
this unique and much-loved local asset can continue to be enjoyed in perpetuity
by the land-owner, locals and, of course, wildlife.

Reg Chrimes
It was sad to hear of the death, at the age of 96, of Reg Chrimes. He was a
councillor for Little Neston from 1949 for 58 years, believed to be a UK record.
He promoted the establishment of Neston High School and the adjacent Recreation Centre, the re-establishment of Neston’s market, improved housing, and
reduced unemployment. He remained a member of Neston Civic Society but
moved to Chester a few years ago.
The photo is from an early election leaflet.

Tree of the Month
The Neston Earth Group has asked whether the Society would like to collaborate with them on trees, their theme for the year.
Neston Civic Society has a long history of planting trees (in Liverpool Road, and
at what is now Neston Community & Youth Centre). The idea now is to encourage people to take an interest in existing trees. We could ask people to nominate their tree of the month, and we could create a tree trail. We plan to ask
for advice from an expert to help us identify interesting trees.

Annual General Meeting

N

Since regular meetings have yet to resume, the Society’s AGM will this year
again be via Zoom at 7.30 pm on Thursday 18th November.
For the link to use in order to join in, email webmaster@nestoncivicsociety.uk
Documents usually available at an in-person AGM will be published on our
website (www.nestoncivicsociety.uk) before the meeting .
Nominations (or indeed volunteers) are sought, especially for the position of
Chairman. We would be more than just pleased to hear from anyone who would
be interested in joining the Committee which meets regularly to review planning
applications, arrange the programme of speakers, and consider measures to
enhance our community.
Email: Lindsey Hinks on secretary@nestoncivicsociety.uk

Is it yet time to resume our regular in-person meetings? Please let us know what you think.
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