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Chairman’s Chatter

Personally, I feel very grateful that I am not living
alone, that we have a garden and enjoy working in it.
We are even used to seeing our family on Facetime,

since they live overseas. (They are in Taiwan now, where only seven
people have died from Covid-19 following timely and effective action
by their government.)
You will not have been surprised when we postponed our talk due on March
19th. We are grateful to Gillian Williams for suggesting some time in advance
that we delay her talk on Puddington. By the time of our May 21st talk, on
Sir William Brown by David Hearn, there was no doubt that we had to
postpone. At the moment it is difficult to imagine how soon we can safely
organise public talks. Our April committee meeting was replaced by exchange
of email messages. In May, however, Robina Hetherington hosted a Zoom
meeting. We missed Celia Garvey's delicious cakes!
At first, we decided not to produce a spring newsletter, but we changed our
minds. Our loyal band of volunteers, organised by Michelle Johnson, will
deliver newsletters if they feel they can do so safely, or post them. We will
not collect subscriptions, and those of you who pay cash will find a slip asking
you to send a cheque (or a standing order form) to our Treasurer Janet
Griffiths.
One member I deliver newsletters to was Denis O'Brien, who sadly died
recently. Despite being 94, he remained a source of encyclopaedic knowledge
and good humour, and I shall miss our conversations. He is remembered in
this issue.
In the last newsletter I commented that Neston's High Street was doing better
than others, thanks in part to the new cafés. The pandemic has thrown a
black cloud over cafés, restaurants, hair salons and pubs. Many local businesses
are showing enterprise in arranging delivered or take-away food and drink.

Neston has been helped enormously during the pandemic by up-to-
date news from Carrie Spacey's AboutMyArea website, particularly the



list of businesses offering deliveries. We are fortunate to have Gareth
Prytherch and Zaria Shreef at Neston Community & Youth Centre.
They have recruited an army of volunteers to help elderly and other
vulnerable people. (We have benefited from medicines being delivered,
very efficiently.)
Way back in the autumn we had the excellent news that in the Cheshire
Community Pride Competition Neston & Little Neston were again

Runner-up for villages with
population 5001 – 10000 and
received a Little Gem award for the
commemorative seat on Little
Neston Green. Best news of all was
that we received the Award for
Most Improved Village in Cheshire.
As this is the last year that Cheshire
will run the Best Kept Village

competition, we can keep the cast-iron plaque. We entered jointly with
Neston Town Council, and suggested to them that the plaque should
be displayed in the flower bed at the bottom of Chester Road, but they
decided to put it in front of the Town Hall.

The honours board is now on display in Neston
Town Hall, listing leaders of Neston Town Council.
This is one of many initiatives we have paid for from
the Ruby Holloway bequest. Since Neston Civic
Society led the campaign to set up a Neston Parish
Council, we have always looked with interest on its
activities. Among the Mayors listed  are Janet
Griffiths (the only one of the original councillors still
there), Tom Marlow (for many years an officer in
the Society) and Mike Shipman (our Newsletter Editor and the first to
be elected Mayor for a second year).  The original councillors were
Moira Andrews, David Andrews, Martin Barker, David Clark, Celia
Garvey, Derek Gaskell, Janet Griffiths, Patrick Hughes, Steve Jardine,
Abdul Jilani, Tom Marlow, Frances Mawson, Philip Owen, Michael
Shipman, Mike Wellman, and Andy Williams. We have been saddened
by the untimely death of Andy Williams, for many years CWaC
Councillor for Neston.



The map of Neston Conservation Area is progressing. We were diverted for
a while, trying to find out why Liverpool House, in Parkgate Road, was
highlighted. Local historians knew of nothing special, and it is not a Listed
Building. We decided instead to highlight Jackson's Tower.

The Conservation Area is mostly logical, covering the older parts of Neston.
It includes all High Street, both sides of Liverpool Road as far as Ladies Walk,
then the west side up to Poplar Weint. The boundary goes down Buggen
Lane, to include houses on the south, then around the United Reformed
Church and its former manse. The boundary then runs along the Wirral Way.
Here we find a quirk, as the new houses built in the gardens of houses in
Parkgate Road (Belvedere Park and the west end of Beechways Drive) are
included, but the older part of Beechways Drive is excluded. Comrade's Field
is in, but not Steeple Court. Rightway's yard is excluded, but all the shops in
Bridge Street are included. In Chester Road, the boundary goes round the
Royal Arcade, and along Pennington's Weint. In Brook Street only the
buildings alongside High Street are included.

Many of you receive my occasional email updates. If you don't and would
like to, please send your email address to w.r.ward@liverpool.ac.uk.



Out and About Neston

W e are fortunate to live in a beautiful part of the country with
many lovely walks and countryside around Neston. Although

Ness Gardens remains closed a little taste of late spring can be seen, as
the Laburnum Arch sits outside the main gardens on the footpath that
links them with Ness. Let us hope
that the rest of the gardens can be
visited soon. School children having
been adding some brightness to the
town with their rainbow drawings.

Out and about in the vicinity of
Neston (before the pandemic) we were aware of significant housing
developments all around us, with 265 dwellings being built at the old
Roften Works on Hooton Road, 191 on farmland at Dunkirk Way,
Backford, and five phases of building 1500 dwellings at Little Sutton.
This is all part of The Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan, which aims
for many new dwellings to be built in the area by 2030. Neston,
because it is surrounded by
Greenbelt, was only allocated a
modest 200 houses in the Local Plan.
Schemes finished recently in Neston
comprise:

�� Ten dwellings at the Old Dairy
site on Liverpool Road.

��Ten apartments at
Serpentine Court on Parkgate
Road, built in the garden of
Vine House.



�� Eight one-bedroomed
apartments on a garage site, off
Romney Close, now known as
Lois Bulley Flats, after the
daughter of the founder of Ness
Gardens. Lois Bulley was herself a
prominent campaigner for better
housing for Neston people, and I
think she would have been

pleased with this honour. The rather strange-looking timber structure
at the front of the flats is a bin store.

�� Three new houses at Riverside
Walk.

�� Thirty-three new houses at
Boundary Park, off Moorside
Lane.

�� Nine new houses at the old
Engineering works on Liverpool
Road, now called George Court

�

The only scheme of multiple houses currently under development in
our immediate area is six dwellings at Shones Croft, Ness, by local
builder, Nick Phipps.  He writes about the difficulties of working during

these challenging times elsewhere in the
newsletter. Slightly further afield
groundwork has started for new houses
in the grounds of Burton Manor.
On visiting the sites I feel that those that
appear more immediately ‘settled’ into
their surroundings are ones that include
some planting of trees and shrubs, such
as at the old Dairy site and Lois Bulley

flats. At Serpentine Court, although the front is given up totally to car
parking, the bulk of the building is greatly softened by the planting
provided by the neighbouring property (presumably to provide
screening of their garden). They have planted a beautiful array of
different trees.



Few local plans have been submitted recently for the Society’s
committee to comment upon. Obviously the work of CWaC will have
been affected by the pandemic and sadly, the loss of Fiona Hore,
CWaC’s chief planning officer, who passed away in March.

Even before the pandemic there were a number of projects left
undecided by the council, some for a number of years, such as that for
the construction of new priest retirement flats at St Winefride’s
Schoolhouse, Burton Road. It was submitted in March 2017. Planning
authorities are expected to make decisions within 8 weeks for minor
developments and 13 for major, so why something should take over
three years is difficult to understand.

The proposal for the site at Brook Meadow for 45 retirement homes
was submitted almost a year ago. Not making timely decisions can be
hugely upsetting for people living close to the proposed site. A decision
regarding this scheme should be much easier given that a very similar
scheme for 35 apartments proposed for Willaston has been turned
down at appeal.

An appeal to the Secretary of State against a decision by CWaC not to
grant planning permission for a partly submerged dwelling on
Boathouse Lane has been lodged. The proposal is for a five-bedroomed,
five bathroomed house with an indoor swimming pool, gymnasium
and cinema. The decision will be made by a Planning Inspector based
on written evidence provided by all interested parties. The committee
has written to the Inspector to ask that the appeal be dismissed for the
following reasons:

�� It is in the Green Belt, situated in prime agricultural land, the
integrity of which is assigned the highest priority for retention within
the Neston Neighbourhood plan. This special area of Green Belt
separates Neston and Parkgate from its northern neighbours.

�� It would set an undesirable precedent.

�� It is proposed to be Zero Carbon building and this would require
a sizeable area of visually intrusive photovoltaic panels; these do
not appear have not been shown on any drawings.

�� It would cause visual pollution, light pollution and noise pollution.



Well that was a very quick mayoral year!
No sooner had I received the chain of

office from former Mayor Cllr Pat Kynaston,
than it was time to hand it back. For me, being
Mayor was a genuine privilege and I am pleased
I took on the challenge. I am always willing to

take a risk and this seemed an easy one to take…..what could go
wrong?

It was always entertaining, often hard work and strangely amusing. I heard
many times during the year “gosh Neston has a Mayor! I never knew” or
“we have a town council?!” or my favourite “aren’t you too young to be
a Mayor”. I remind the family of that one with some regularity although it
always gets a groan of familiarity.

I was also frequently asked “How do you become Mayor of Neston?” Well
in short, if you hang around long enough and have the inability to say “no”,
you eventually get a link of silver gilt thrown around your neck. And poof
bang! – you’re Mayor of Neston. How did that happen I would ask myself!
But if you want a more formal answer, you are nominated by the other
town councillors which ends in a vote that you either win, lose or were the
only horse running (as in my case).

Being Mayor of Neston has been a real eye-opener. I thought I knew it all
(at age 42, did I mention I was a young Mayor) but turns out I know very
little of what goes on in our amazing town. It is this exposure to all of the
hard-working volunteers, the groups, sports and organisations that makes
me proud to live in the town. Through the numerous grants awarded by
the town council and invitations to events I was fortunate enough to meet
many, many new people. I would also add it’s not easy to balance full time
work, a young family and other commitments with being Mayor and I wish
I could have done more, but it’s a question of doing your bit and
contributing in a small way to the fabric of the town.

“Mayor days be merry and bright”



As well as supporting local groups, I wanted Neston’s Town Council to be
more outwardly looking. When out walking the dogs at park fields I would
often admire the view across the Dee and think that we should reach out
those communities “on the other side”. So, a year ago I had a vision to
build better connections with our neighbouring North Wales towns, places
where many of us have friends, family and places we visit for days out.

I reached out to the Mayors of these towns and we
shared mutual thoughts, and it was great to attend
civic services in the towns of Flint, Holywell and Mold.
They reciprocated attending my civic service in
November at the church of Saint Mary & St Helen
along with the High Sheriff of Cheshire. I hope that
future Mayors and councillors build upon these new
relationships and expand the connection among other
groups in the town.

“When will they put traffic lights at the junction of
Raby Road and the A540?” – a question I have asked
myself ever since moving to Neston from York over
ten years ago. It is something that motivated me to
join the Town Council and during my year I have supported the Action
A540 group led by Ceri and Phil Lloyd. A particularly moving event during
the year was to represent the town at the Road Peace service in St Georges
Hall, Liverpool. It was an honour to support Pauline Fowler – a dedicated
campaigner for road safety at the junction. I hope some long overdue action
maybe on the horizon for the junction.

It’s important to balance the serious side of civic duties with things that are
more light-hearted, and I thoroughly enjoyed being involved in the
Christmas lights switch-on event. A healthy and active lifestyle is very
important to me and I recognise the benefits of this to both physical and
mental health. I was particularly pleased that the Town Council was able
to support Neston Nomads with a grant of £10,000 towards the 3G pitches
which will benefit many individuals and families for years to come. I’d also
like to mention that my year as Mayor was in parallel with me setting up
a junior parkrun to bring the community together and provide a weekly
free 2Km run for children aged 4-14. Here’s the plug: every Sunday 9am,
on the Wirral Way at Station Road, Parkgate… and we need volunteers
every week!



So, what are my highlights? Well as a
fella, it’s got to be the rare opportunity
to walk the route during Ladies day.
Attending the volunteer awards evening
at Chester town hall by invitation of the
Lord Mayor of Chester was also
prominent.

Sadly, these large gatherings seem a life-
time ago, and hard to see how they
could happen again – but they will. I
have been warmed by the unity and

hard work of the people of Neston to overcome the fear and isolation of
the pandemic we find ourselves confronting. It reinforces the values, respect,
teamwork and responsibility of what we can achieve together.

Finally, I want to thank my family for their support and understanding, the
Councillors and officers for their hard work and the residents of Neston
who have made my year so memorable. A challenge I took on and I am
glad I said “yes”.

  TOWN COUNCIL MATTERS

www.neston.org.uk


“He peacefully passed away at Arrowe Park
Hospital on the 24th April. Beloved husband of
June and dear father of David, Nigel, Helen,
Pamela, Jane and Richard, he will be sadly missed
also by 7 grandchildren and four great
grandchildren and many friends.

“My Dad was a very active person throughout his
94 years. He was involved in local government,
education, and was a great lover of the arts of which
he had a great knowledge. Dad also loved sport,
particularly cricket and was a keen rambler. He was
also a keen gardener and his tomatoes, lettuce and other produce will be
missed as well. Dad generally had a great love of life and his knowledgeable
conversation will be missed by all the people who got to know him. Lots of
people have said to me that my Dad was a ‘true gentleman’.

My first meeting with Denis was not until May 2005, a
few years after I came to live in Neston, while we were
both campaigning – for different parties – in a Cheshire
County Council election and we built up a friendship
which we were to enjoy for the rest of his life.  He
had been a member of Neston Urban District
Council until its demise in 1974 (and then for a short
time of Ellesmere Port & Neston Council) and I

enjoyed listening to his reminiscences and comparing these
with my own experience of Neston Town Council.

For many years he was a stalwart of the WEA, for some time Treasurer of
the Neston Branch.  It was partly through
the adult education of the WEA that he
expanded his knowledge and enjoyment
of the arts – painting, literature and his
great passion of music.  It was only last
year that I was with him at a concert at
the Liverpool Philharmonic.  I and many others will miss him.

DENIS O’BRIEN  1926-2020

Denis O’Brien (left) on final day of Neston UDC



Shones Croft Development, Ness
By Stephen Quicke

Beyond the historic core of Ness Village (the conservation area) little
development extended up the hill along Mill Lane to the east by the end of
the first world war.  However, aerial photographs of 1945 show the
ubiquitous 1920s and 1930s style semi-detached houses beginning to populate
the southern side of Mill Lane.  Amongst these are the four original pairs of
semis in Shones Croft.

The land appears to have been in the ownership of the Johnson family since
the late 1800s.  Brothers, and local builders, William and Robert Jones, each
bought a parcel of land  from Mrs Jessie Johnson in 1938.

William owned the land on the north side and Robert that on the south -
whilst the semis at 1/3 and 2/4 were developed separately. William built the
two pairs of semis to the north, numbers 5/7 and 9/11, probably in 1938/39
before war time shortages of building materials took force.  The houses were
spaced generously apart to provide gardens capable of yielding generous
home produce in frugal times. William retained ownership of numbers 5-11
throughout his life and they were rented to a succession of tenants.  Robert
died in 1982 and left his land to his brother, Bill, whose builders' merchants
yard was in West Vale – as older readers may remember.

Despite having always been zoned
for residential development, the
land on the south side of the
unmade lane remained
undeveloped and something of an
anachronism until recently sold to
and developed by local builder
Harry Phipps & Co.

The planning application for
development of the southern side

of the lane, on behalf of Bill Jones' Sons, was eventually submitted to Cheshire
West and Chester Council in 2014 and in spite of the subsequent consolidation
of development around Shones Croft, the scheme was not without its
objectors.  The four semi-detached three-bedroom houses and two detached
four- bedroom houses, are generously designed and built to a high standard
whilst the rear bedrooms of the semis are customised with roof lights rather
than conventional windows to avoid overlooking  the adjacent houses and

Shones Croft Development, Ness
by Stephen Quicke



gardens in Smithy Close.  A self-set copse to the south east corner of the site
was retained as a small area for wildlife purposes and an informal footpath
from Shones Croft to the Village Hall was formalised and laid out to create
safe pedestrian access to the recreation field.

More than 80 years after the houses on the north of Shones Croft were built,
the much delayed development of the southern flank is shortly to be
completed and following re-opening of the Covid19 lockdown, families
should finally be able to enjoy the excellent new accommodation built by
the developer.

:

The Society was concerned that the development would be setting an
undesirable precedent.  They suggested that if permission were given that it be
given a time limit, eg 3 years, to ensure that it does not become permanent.

The Council took the spirit of this on board and gave approval only provided
the property remained in the occupation of the applicant.

The Committee felt this application would change the intrinsic nature of the
house in a very scenic area. It is in an area of Special County Value for
Landscape (Dee Coastal Area –South).  The thatching links the house to the
visually distinctive salt marsh and reed beds that define the inner coastal area
of the Dee estuary.  It is a popular area for visitors close to the Greenway.

The Council disagreed and said overall, the proposal would have no
unacceptable impact in respect of visual amenity or highway safety. It was
considered that the proposal would not have a significant adverse impact on
health or quality of life, having particular regard to residential amenity.

Approval was given provided the materials were as specified on the plans to
ensure that the external appearance of the development was appropriate to
its surroundings.

The Committee did not feel that this extension was in keeping with the rest of
the building but did not say why.



was re-elected last year to
Cheshire West & Chester Council as an
Independent councillor for the newly
enlarged Parkgate Ward. (it now includes
much of the Riverside area of Little Neston)

We live in interesting political times. Most of
those voting at the general election last

December probably did not do so with any great enthusiasm – it was
a matter of who was the least disliked. I contrast that with my
experience in May 2019, when I canvassed with my team in the new
Parkgate ward I represent. Time and again residents on the doorstep
responded positively to the fact that we had visited them at all, and
because we were talking about what was best for the area rather than
about a party policy, the focus was on local priorities and how to
deliver them.

As a result, I saw my majority rise from a little over 50 to well over 600.
More important was the high turnout at 47% – showing that people are
interested in politics when politicians are interested in them, take their
concerns seriously and  on those concerns.

All this requires me to have a high profile locally, to respond quickly to the
issues raised with me and to work at a strategic level as Chair of the Overview
and Scrutiny Committee. That committee reviews key policies and decisions
of the Cheshire West and Chester Council and ensures value for money. Its
March meeting took account of extensive local views about the A540 and
helped the Council to reach a positive decision and provide significant
infrastructure investment in Neston.

As an independent councillor I do all this without referring to a party policy
and a party line. My party is the electorate of the ward I represent. It is you
who decide my priorities.

Politics can change things for the better



Obviously, our priorities have changed because this pandemic has affected
every person and every issue and the people of the area have responded
magnificently. For the future, I am committed to helping the new Parkgate
ward, our town and the wider area manage the way out of the Covid 19
pandemic in a way that supports the most vulnerable, and protects residents,
businesses and the environment.

The political landscape of Cwac has changed in
the past couple of weeks and Labour no longer
has an overall majority. I have always worked
well with the two major parties as I believe we
all want what is best for the borough as a whole
and since the elections last year I have been
joined by two members from the Liberal
Democrats, a member from the Green party and
two independents. We do confer with one
another occasionally as it is good that we can
share information, however, I continue to vote
as an independent on always what I believe is best for the ward of Parkgate.

Finally, I was shocked and saddened to hear of the untimely passing of Cllr
Andy Williams and my thoughts and prayers go out to his family, friends and
colleague

Chairing a Scrutiny
Committee

Stanney Fields Park   Photo Rob Ward

mailto:Martin.Barker@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk


At Harry Phipps and Company Ltd - local Neston Property Developer Builders
- we had a difficult decision to make in the early spring when the Covid 19
restrictions were starting to come in place during March – shut down or not
shut down?

This came on the backdrop of trying to get the 6-house development to the
stage of meeting the traditional spring market for sales on a circa £2 million
development, with all the investment and logistics behind that. The initial
mis-interpretation of  government directives driven by the media did not help
– “Only go to work if you cannot  do your work from home” was the
principal message, but confused by suggestions that you should only go to
work if you are an essential worker! This meant staff didn’t know if they were
doing right and the public could think we were behaving out of kilter with
society.

By coincidence this period also coincided
with a predicted, and subsequently
delivered, dry period of weather after such
a wet winter, meaning it was an ideal time
for landscaping the gardens, reinstating
sandstone dry walling, installing patios and
fencing across the development. Being a
small firm with 3 permanent staff and
subcontractors, this weather, with the
implementation of social distancing (easily
achieved working predominantly outdoors)
on-site hygiene stepped up and individual

subcontractors - like an electrician, a plumber and a joiner working in an
individual house each without risk of contamination - we considered we
complied with advice. So the decision to keep working in the initial phase of
lockdown was made by me, the firm’s director.

The result was in hindsight vindicated as we have had unprecedented dry
weather since mid- March which has enabled all outside boundary work to
be completed. Sub-contractors have predominantly gone as far as they can
with material delivery and availability having dried up, compromising the
furtherance of indoor progress.

To Furlough or Not to Furlough
at Shones Croft



Our biggest hurdle to face now is excavating and
forming a new “to be adopted cul-de-asc” which has
to be overseen by the Council Highways Department.
CWaC's systems require us to use specific materials that
are difficult to procure. At the time of writing, we have
perhaps three weeks’ work ahead of us before the road
work becomes essential to the completion of the houses.

But we have achieved much progress and our
properties are on the cusp of being ready to market. However, with social
distancing measures and estate agents closed until mid-May, that spring market
has disappeared and we will have to see whether house sale activity and
prices hold up over the coming months.

We have all worked hard but safely and kept busy, not necessarily suffering
or benefitting from the effects of furlough. We are all healthy and fit and like
everyone wondering what the future holds BUT positive for our industry and
our company.

In  the Civic Society published four newsletters – a tribute to the energy of the
committee – JC Lamprell (chairman), J Miles (treasurer), SJ Chambers (Secretary)
M Edwards, T Marlow, R Hetherington, P Christopher, M Kermode, D Cross.  (For
the avoidance of doubt, Roy Hetherington was the committee member then, Robina
Hetherington is now.)

’s issue reported that a Strategy for Tourism from Ellesmere Port & Neston
Borough Council and the North West Tourist Board noted that the two biggest
attractions were the Boat Museum and Ness Gardens. In 1982 the Museum had
34,000 visitors and the Gardens 80,000: in 1987 the figures were 90,000 and 71,000.
The writer noted that Ness Gardens were no longer free. A visitor centre was
suggested for Parkgate, but the parking problem was mentioned, and the desire of
encouraging visitors to come to Neston town centre – all matters where little has
changed in 2020.

A ‘hoped-for’ roundabout at The Cross was planned for 1989/90. (In the April issue
it was expected in 1990/91)

The expenditure up to October 1988 included tree-planting, helped by a Shell grant,
flower boxes at the Library, and displaying the Viking stones at the Parish Church.
Income included Town Trail sales (free in 2020) and money from a jumble sale.

A whole page was devoted to dogs, with news of a dog warden, a note that allowing
a dog to foul a footway or grass verge could result in a £100 fine, but there had been
no prosecutions.

Thirty (one) Years Ago



At Neston Cross, the former White Horse Inn, built in 1877, was Henry Jones
bookmaker, ‘which nowadays involves the use of satellite television’. The Society
objected to the planned new windows ‘of very poor design’.

Following Prince Charles’s comments on architecture, the Society muse on what he
would think of the British Legion, Kwik-Save (now The Lodestar) and the Servite flats
(now Bridge Court). They appeal to people to take more interest in planning
applications.

The history of football teams in Neston includes ‘After World War I the returning
troops formed Neston Comrades team and played on the field next to the Parish
Church, thence known as Comrades Field’. (I have long wondered! ) Neston Juniors
was formed after World War II and changed to Neston Nomads after two seasons
as the players grew up. In 1961 a pavilion and toilets had been built on Parks Field,
‘but burned down several years ago’. In 1989 Neston Nomads were ‘flourishing with
seven teams’.

High Street Blues reported that plans to build 84 flats at Leighton Court had been
turned down at appeal. Extensions to the Brewer’s Arms were to have pitched slated
roofs instead of the flat roofs originally proposed. Permission was given for 43 flats
at 27 Hinderton Road (now Stanton Court). In Ness, listed building Laburnum Farm
was to have barns converted and 14 new houses.
The Rotary Club were thanked for
providing Christmas lights, and Robert
Moorhouse hairdressers were
congratulated for having the best
decorated shop front.

Using a grant from Cheshire County
Council, the Society planted southern
beech, sweet chestnut, Norway maple
and ash trees in Station Road.

Stone cladding, or ‘vertical crazy
paving’ now needed planning
permission in a Conservation Area.

’s issue has three pages by the
chairman on pedestrianisation. The
Borough Council’s Local Plan was due
to be open for consultation. The idea
of a relief road was not welcomed. We
now know that phase one became
Ladies Walk, but phase two, planned to
end at the junction of Chester Road
and High Street, was abandoned. He
concludes ‘Our present town centre has
its drawbacks, but we have lived for a

long time now and at least it does have
its own identity and character. The street
scene does need upgrading though. A
comprehensive scheme properly designed
introducing better quality paving
materials, cast iron street furniture such as
bins, bollards and lighting columns
would provide the sort of uplift
necessary. A close re-assessment of road
and footpath widths and consequent
adjustment could well be worthwhile.’

Members of the Society had been
collecting litter along the railway
embankment by the Town Hall car park,
and the Station Road car park (helped by
Air Cadets).

They paid £95 towards the cost of a cast
iron litter bin outside the Library, being the
extra cost instead of plastic or tin – 



British Gas had paid for sandblasting to remove the graffiti from the gas governor
kiosk in Station Road car park – a job that needs repeating.

A page is again devoted to dog fouling: the Council had allocated £1000 for 500
notices.

Houses were being built in the garden of Glenton House, in Bull Hill. The house itself
had been built in the early 1800s by Thomas Cottingham, the coal proprietor. In
1986 demolition had been considered, but it was now a Listed Building.

’s issue splashes the Ellesmere Port & Neston Local Plan. The Society made these
key points:

● Strong support for tight Green Belt
● Support for employment, shopping and tourism policies
● Objection to relief road in whole or in part
● Objection to encouragement of Amusement Arcades
● Desire to enhance the Conservation Area
● Support for restraint on future housing

St Michael’s Church in Little Neston was
to be demolished and replaced. The old
church had been built in 1913, with
weather boarding.

A page is devoted to fascia signs erected
without planning permission at 17 The
Cross, then Cornerstone estate agents,
part of Abbey National. The Society was
frustrated that the company appealed
against refusal of permission, causing a
long delay.

The building on the corner of Chester
Road and High Street was threatened
with demolition for the proposed relief
road. In 1989 it housed Jones &
Chapman estate agents and the Halifax
Building Society. The building had been
built by Thomas Tozer, and the area
behind was ‘still Tozer’s Yard to some
Neston people’ but is now Pennington’s
Weint.

High Street Blues reported on the long-
awaited Elderly Persons Centre, to be
built on the unofficial car park in High
Street. Due to have 40 residential places,

20 day-care places, and meals on wheels,
it became Hallwood.

’s issue began with the story of a
stained-glass window, donated by
Algernon Grenfell of Mostyn House
School, and in storage since 1916. It was to
be renovated by K.G. Bell and installed in
the new St Michael’s Church.

High Street Blues reported that Neston
railway station still had buildings, the
subject of vandalism, graffiti, and a
planning application to convert part to a
restaurant.

The new Doctor’s Surgery in Liverpool
Road had been completed, a satisfactory
improvement, but ‘Pennington’s
Yard…continues to be used as a tip.’

In Park Street, numbers 15 and 17, built in
1769, had windows replaced with modern
frames, and the slate roof of 15 replaced
with concrete tiles. The writer noted that
this was permitted development, and did
not need planning permission, despite
being in the Conservation Area.
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