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Chairman’s Chatter
High Street Shops

I read recently that Neston was the only town
in Cheshire West having fewer empty shops in
2018 than previously. Perhaps we can thank the
owners of the new cafés, and local people
wanting to support local businesses.

Affordable Housing

Neston is not alone in lacking affordable
housing, so it is good to see the eight flats nearly
finished on the former garage site off Romney Close to be let by a
housing association. Perhaps other sets of garages no longer used, could
be developed similarly?

Ruby Holloway Bequest

Members might like to know how we have used some of this generous
bequest. Here are items it has funded so far:

· The new Wesley plaque in Parkgate Road
· Teak seats in Parkgate Road and in Ladies Walk
· Two seats in Burton Road, by Bull Hill and Allans Meadow
· Two seats in Sytchcroft Park
· A strimmer (used by Janet's team of weeding volunteers)
· Printing two editions of Neston Town Trail (5,000 copies each)
· Professional planting of flower bed in Park Street
· A gazebo (used for our stand at Neston Village Fair)
· Help to set up Age Matters CH64, run by Anne Jones

Town Hall Board

We are planning to use some of the Bequest to install a board in Neston
Town Hall displaying the names of the Mayors of Neston. We need
permission from the Town Council, which we expect soon.
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Community Pride Competition

Our Secretary and local Town
Councillor Janet Griffiths has
organised lots of weeding parties, to
help this year's Community Pride
competition. This will be the last
Community Pride competition, but
I'm sure we will continue to keep
Neston and Little Neston looking
good. I wonder whether anybody
might volunteer to make
constructive comments on
another town or village, and ask
them to do the same for us? (Just
a thought!)

For Heritage Open Days Janet
Griffiths again led a walk around
Neston Town Trail, on September
15th.

A new edition of our
illustrated Town Trail
guide has been
published. Copies
are available free
from Neston
Library and the
Town Hall.

Joint Summer Outing with
Burton & Neston History Society

The outing to Bodnant Gardens and
Gwydir Castle on July 20th was a
great success. Many of us enjoyed a
guided walk around Bodnant with
Rob Naybour, who used to live in
Parkgate.

We all enjoyed an excellent talk by
Judy Corbett at Gwydir. I have
thanked Margaret Aston of the
History Society, who organised it.

Talks

My summaries of our recent talks are
printed later on  in this edition.

David Waby

I’m sad to have to record the death
on 3 October of David Waby. He
was an invaluable member of the

committee when we
commented on the Sainsbury’s

development.

 He had organised large retail
developments around the World,
and knew the right questions to
ask.

Conservation Area Map

Our Society has always taken a special interest in the Neston Conservation
Area and we wish to make people more aware of it. For some time, we have
been working on a new map, which we plan to display in the Market Square
(and probably elsewhere) and to reproduce a small leaflet, also funded from
the Bequest.
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Out and About Neston with

With little new developments started in the last few months the major
item of interest has been the planning application in May for the
erection of retirement living accommodation at Brook Meadow,
Church Lane by McCarthy & Stone [Pictured on our cover]. The
proposal is for 45 one and two bed flats in a three storey building.
There were over 100 comments from all areas of Neston, not just those
living on or close to Church Lane. The vast majority were objections

to the proposal, with just a few
welcoming the provision of homes for
older people.

The Civic Society objected for a
number of reasons related to
inappropriate scale and layout, adverse
impact on neighbouring properties,
inadequate access
for emergency
vehicles in the case

of a fire, further loss of trees, ambiguity of land
ownership at the entrance to the site required to
facilitate the ingress and egress of vehicles, concern
about sewage capacity and lack of capacity in
neighbouring streets to accommodate both
construction traffic and eventual home owners.
Although we noted that the local authority would
stand to gain a grant of approximately £378,000 in respect of the New
Homes Bonus should the proposal go ahead, there would be no
guarantee that the money would be spent in Neston. As many objectors
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noted, a similar scheme for 35 apartments proposed for Willaston was
rejected by CWaC. That decision, at the time of writing, is subject to
an appeal to the Secretary of State by the developer.

However, it is sad to see that plot of land, so close to our town centre,
left derelict. The Neston Neighbourhood Plan identified it as having
potential for seventeen dwellings. It has also been suggested that it
could be retained as a woodland for community use although a large
number of trees were felled over a decade ago and never replaced.
Another significant debate is currently looming concerning development in
the Greenbelt. A proposal has very recently been submitted for planning
permission for land at the former Marsh Nurseries on Boathouse Lane,
Parkgate. One perhaps of a number in the offing? The proposed development
consists of 14 open-market and 9 affordable housing, together with a heritage
centre/café and public car park

Our town centre seems to be faring very well compared with many other
towns, with Britain's high streets reported to have 1,234 more store closures
than openings in the first half of 2019. The picture gallery in the High Street
has closed, but a planning application has been submitted to extend and
convert it into a showroom and offices with four flats above (previously there
were two). It is understood that a local business plans to relocate to the
offices, but planning permission is taking a long time.

There is a new mural in Brook Street. As part of
renovations to the Brown Horse pub earlier this
year a previous mural was painted over. The
brewery decided to reinstate it and employed
Wirral artist Joe Forrest to carry out the project.
Opinion has been divided as to the artist’s interpretation, but it is pleasing
that there is some investment in a piece of artwork in the town centre.

The green areas in our town are cared for by a complicated matrix of
organisations, with CWaC carrying out the majority of grass and verge cutting
and maintaining some flower beds. Neston Town Council also look after a
number of planted areas and numerous volunteers carry out planting and
maintenance  Our own committee member, Janet Griffiths, is often to be
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seen, wearing her yellow vest, weeding and
litter picking in the Town Centre. It can be easy
not to notice these small, but important
improvements. The before and after
photographs of the corner of Chester Road car
Park illustrate what can be achieved. Janet,
with a group of volunteers and some donated
plants have transformed what was previously
a sad patch of grass that CWaC planned to

tarmac over.

A number of things are very noticeable
out and about on our roads and pavements this
autumn. Firstly the town’s hedges have enjoyed
the summer with lots of rain. As the photo of
School Lane shows it is lovely feature of the area,
the evergreen hedges bulging over sandstone
walls. Further down School Lane weeds are growing
through the pavements and roads, surely wrecking the
tarmac in the long term and resulting in expensive repairs
in the future?

A recent report by a Commons' Transport Select
Committee has called for a new law and an awareness
campaign regarding parking on the pavement. This is a
growing trend around Neston . Do people who park their cars on pavements
consider how this affects people with mobility or visual impairments or those
pushing a pram or buggy? It is prohibited in Scotland and London.

CWaC are bringing in measures to try to persuade motorists not to leave their
engines idling, for instance outside schools or in town centres, to try and
improve air quality. Motorists who refuse to turn off their idling engines when
requested can now be issued with a £20 fixed penalty by a traffic warden or
car park attendant.

In many ways having Leahurst close to our town is a great benefit, for instance
it provides jobs. The site is home to two farms and two referral hospitals.
However, a downside is the number of students who need to find

School Lane weeds -
but replicated
throughout Neston

6



accommodation. This greatly skews the rental market in the town, with young
families having to compete with students. At our committee meetings we are
seeing an increasing number of planning applications for houses to be
subdivided into individual units to let (Houses of Multiple Occupancy). This
brings with it a number of problems in particular that of parking which we
do highlight as a concern in our
comments.

In neighbouring Burton the Manor
renovation of the western section is
now complete and is now being used as
offices by the developers, Russell Taylor
Group. The large pond to the rear has
been refurbished, replanted and
stocked. The café (yes another) - Burtons at the Manor -  appears to be well
used. No material start has been made on the new houses other than the
removal of trees, including a recently planted orchard.

Photo: Russell Taylor Group

Talks reviewRob Ward looks back at
recent Thursday Society talks

A capacity audience enjoyed the
seventh of the Stephen Quicke-
organised Neston's Grand Designs

on 18th July, based on two major renovations for which he was the architect.

Barry Saadian explained that he had been a designer and engineer for many
years, and he and his wife had lived in and restored a succession of houses.
When they moved to a new home in Boundary Park, Barry saw Stella Maris,
in Manorial Road, lying empty. Despite his wife's opposition he put in a
tender. He told his wife by phone when he was overseas!

The house, built in the 1930s, was covered in ivy, and damp, with wires and
pipes exposed.  In front of the house conifers had been planted to hide the
view of houses built opposite on what   had been part of the cricket club.
Demolition would have been cheaper, but Barry preferred resurrection.  He
spoke highly of Stephen Quicke, the architect, and Andy Smith, the builder.
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At times there were 16 people working. They
took away 100 tonnes of bricks and rubble. The
ground floor increased in area from 101 to 145
square metres. With the drive-through garage,
the area increased by 48%. The first floor
increased from 84 to 122 square metres.

The real potential of the house was the
view across the Dee estuary, and they
used steel girders to allow large windows
to the rear from both floors.

Toby McEntyre,
with his wife Jude, told us of the work in progress at
Elm Farm, in the centre of Burton.  This 17th century
listed building had been two houses. It had a cellar,

and inglenook, flush quoins, exposed
wood frame, and an external staircase.
They bought the house in 2015, after it
had been empty several years. Stuart
Jones and Steve Hadley were their
builders. They had to replace the roof,
which had rotten beams and had become
detached from the walls. They used
reclaimed beams. The house had several

large dormers, which they replaced with smaller ones with lead. The PVC
windows were replaced with flush casement windows with conservation
grade double glazing.

 They lowered the roof over the stair tower, installed new bathrooms at first
and second floor, refurbished & strengthened the flooring at first floor level,
and reopened a window on the side.

A Conservation Officer from Cheshire West & Chester Council advised them
not to remove an internal wall, but instead to build an extension, to give
them a larger kitchen with a view: they felt this proved better than their
original plan. Toby and Judy described Elm Farm as a work in progress, but
invited members of the audience to visit their home.
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Windmills and Watermills in Wirral

Gavin Hunter visited the Society again on 16May.  He told us that Wirral has
two remaining windmills with sails, at Bidston and on the A540 (Gibbett Mill,
Parkgate Road, Woodbank) which is
now a dwelling. In 1777, Wirral had
17 windmills, and three watermills.

Gavin explained lucidly the difference
between post, or peg, windmills, and
tower windmills. Bidston windmill is
an example of a tower mill. There was
a mill there in 1596. Flour mills were
often destroyed by fire, and Bidston
suffered fires in 1791, 1821, and 1839.
The sales were destroyed by a storm in 1927. It was the first in UK to be
restored for tourists.

Gibbett mill was built in the 1700s, and got its name in 1750 when an Irish
man was hanged for murder. It ground flour until 1926 and was converted

to a house in 1971.  The name Two Mills is a mystery.

We learned that three local windmills remain, without
sails. The mill in Leighton Road, Neston, was one of two
in Neston. The remaining one was last used in the 1890s
and was restored in 1975 and housed the glass engraver
Bob Ellison.  In Willaston the village sign makes use of an
old millstone. There was a mill on the site in 1321. The
present mill, built around 1800, was the tallest in Wirral.
It used steam power in 1860. In 1937 the Wirral Society
bought it, and in 1958 it was sold to a private owner. The
third local mill is shorter and stands behind the Devon
Doorway. One of the millers had 16 children. The mill

was last used in 1860 and was restored to a home in the 1990s.

In West Kirby a windmill was so useful as a navigation aid to ships that when
the mill was lost it was replaced by the beacon, which is still there. In Burton

Photo: Friends of Bidston Hill
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there was a peg mill: only the peg remains, covered in ivy.

There was a water mill in Bromborough, and one in Spital that worked until
1949. In Wallasey there was a slitting mill that cut iron, powered by the tide.
Another was in Barnston, near the Fox and Hounds. Raby Mere is an artificial
lake, created to power a water mill. Outside Wirral, in Handbridge, Chester,
a watermill was built to generate electricity, but is not used. Another, on the
other side of the weir, was used to produce tobacco.

This was a brilliant talk, well researched, expertly illustrated, and well attended.

Roy Clinging is the author of the book
Cheshire Folk Songs and Associated Traditions
and has produced a CD Cheshire Born - Songs
and Tunes of Old Cheshire.  On 19 September
he talked about the songs, and performed
with an English concertina, made in 1920.

His songs included The Cheshire Cavalry (who
were based on Chester Roodee and in
Liverpool), and the well-known Miller of Dee.
The song Merton Sands might have referred
to Moreton in Wirral, as it refers to the
Mersey and Dee. He played Chester Races, a
tune without words. Others included
Rambling Royal and The Marler's Song.
(Marlers were itinerant labourers who dug out marl-pits and spread the marl
as fertiliser). Next was Norley Gate, a true story about a dispute in a Cheshire
village, and a broadside, The unfortunate loves of Thomas Clutterbuck and
Polly Higginbotham, one of many songs where the audience joined in the
chorus. The moral of the song was that it was safer to make love on dry land
rather than on the water!  May Song was followed by The Sands of Dee, the
poem by Charles Kingsley to which Roy had composed music.

Cheshire Folk Songs

10



January's front highlighted Neston Town Centre Shop Front Policy, a topic
we find relevant in 2018. The whole of the draft Policy from  Ellesmere Port
& Neston Council was reproduced – seven A4 pages, with mention of
pilasters, fascia brackets and transoms, and stallrisers.

The proposed Elderly Persons Centre in the High Street had been delayed,
as the County Council had to institute compulsory purchase. Planning
applications were refused for retirement flats on the site of the former
Leighton Court and for 31 flats at 29 Hinderton Road. There were 'very few
shop units empty in the town'. A new coffee shop- buttery was to open at
10 Parkgate Road.

The accounts show a grant of £275 from Shell, and £213 spent on Tree
Planting at the Youth Club.

An article described the Neston Youth Centre, opened in 1968, half funded
by the Ministry of Education, a quarter by the County Council and a quarter
by local fund-raising. Colin Capewell was the leader, employed full-time by
the County Council, with four part-time employees. Parental support was
said to be minimal, older children disillusioned because of unemployment,
the flat roof needing repair, and redecoration desperately needed.

A joint meeting with the Parkgate Society and Burton & South Wirral Local
History society was to be addressed by Elizabeth Davey on Buildings in Wirral,
and there was a talk on North Cheshire Urban Studies Trust, a charity lasted
from 1987 to 1997.

April's front page shows drawings of the new Surgery and Health Centre to
be built at 14 Liverpool Road for Dr Snook, Dr Steere and Dr Margaret Smith.
The architect was J E Myers of 14 Bridge Street. (John Myers was later our
Chairman and adorned the front of our newsletters with many drawings.)

 Talks were held on the Ellesmere Port Boat Museum, and the County Council
Trading Standards.

30 YEARS AGO in the Society’s
Newsletter

31 The Society produced four newsletters in 1988.
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The 'badly designed' Youth Centre in
Burton Road had been attacked by
graffiti, and repairs to the flat roof
had 'virtually wiped out its financial
reserves'.

The proposal for 31 sheltered flats on
Hinderton Road was allowed on
appeal. Planning applications
included 43 more flats in Hinderton
Road, 20 houses off Burton Road
(now Meadow Close).

The Borough Council was pressing
British Rail to find a use for the
station buildings, but meanwhile they
were the subject of graffiti. The bottle
bank was surrounded by hundreds of
bottles, some broken.

The Town Hall celebrated its
centenary in 1988, with a new
heating system, rewiring and
redecoration. An article recalled the
variety of events held there, from a
lecture organised by the Neston and
Parkgate group of the Russia Today
Society, to Captain Parry's Royal
Troupe of Pehyghent Victory
Alsatians.

Wirral colliery War Relief Fund was
described in another article. In 1915
and 1916 men at the Little Neston
colliery made weekly contributions
from their wages. The fund helped
families affected by the war or by
accidents or illness at home. When
the colliery closed on 12 March 1927
the balance of funds was transferred
to the Neston and District Council of
Social Service, who made payments
in 1950 to surviving colliers.

In January we read that the County
Council gave a grant of £150, and the
Society paid £393, for removal of
stone from church belfry. In April five
stones are described – four found in
the foundations of the former church
when the present one was built in
1874, and one that had to be
removed from the wall of the belfry.
The Parkgate Society and Rev Alastair
Shufflebotham helped to display the
stones.

A Department of Environment
Inspector found that Elm Grove
House could be changed to a guest
house, and the entrance from Buggen
Lane could be widened. The Borough
Council then allowed a planning
application for change of use of the
adjoining Elmhurst to a care home: a
previous application had been turned
down.

July starts with High Street Blues,
which complains about satellite
dishes, 1.3 meters in diameter.  A
retrospective application was made
for one at the rear of the White
Horse, then occupied by Henry Jones
bookmaker, and described as
decaying.

Security shutters and grilles are the
next problem. The Shop Front Policy
Document encourages grilles rather
than solid shutters. The 43 flats in
Hinderton Road had been allowed,
as had the new St Michael's Church
in Marshlands Road, but 20 houses
off Burton Road had been refused. A
'particularly pleasing improvement'
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was at the rear entrance to the High
School in Hawkins Road, with trees
and shrubs.

The jumble sale proceeds were spent
on new window boxes for the
Library, planted by WI Jones of
Station Road Burton and watered by
the Library staff.

A two-page article looks at advice
from the Department for the
Environment on Historic Buildings
and Conservation Areas, which
tackles the problem of how to
preserve interesting buildings that
have outgrown their original use.
(Still a dilemma in 2018!)

High Street Blues was concerned
about graffiti on the Youth Centre in

Burton Road – in 2018 NCYC is
thriving and graffiti-free. Next door
in Station Road car park the gas
governor kiosk was covered in
graffiti: some things don't change.

A talk on the proposed Local Plan
was to be given after the AGM in
November by Borough Planning
Officer Stewart Dorrell.

Plans by architect Stephen Quicke
had been submitted for a house in
the grounds of Vine House, which
was approved and started, but in
2018 has been replaced by a block of
apartments, the subject of our July
2018 meeting. Plans to convert the
Grade II listed outbuildings (1747) to
two dwellings were also submitted
but not translated into action.

TOWN COUNCIL MATTERS

Thanks to Nicky McMahon’s hard work and
enthusiasm the Market continues to thrive.  The Food
Market in the basement has been well received and
there will now be a regular Food Market on the last Friday of each month
in the basement of the Town Hall.  A Halloween Market for November

1st and a Christmas Market on December 6th are also on the calendar.

We have entered the last Best Kept Village competition once more.  We
hope the judges will have been as impressed with the planted floral
displays planted by our contractor as it seems many local residents have
been,  The voluntary weeding group has continued to look after the other
public beds planted in Neston by Cheshire West & Chester Council but
the weeds in the gutters have defeated us.
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Public Transport continues to
be problematic and we are
keeping an eye on the new
railway franchise group, the
publicly (Welsh)-owned
Transport for Wales who have
promised to put on a half hour
service.  They have also
promised that new trains will be coming in the near future which will be
able to go through to Liverpool.

Neston Town Council has also been involved with the local ‘Road Peace’
group who have been particularly active concerning the safety of the
A540, particularly its junction with Raby Park Road and Upper Raby
Road. Because the road is not designated as a major red route by the
government it is not seen as requiring extra funding for road safety
measures.

We are to resume having a Junior
Mayor provided on a rotational
basis by the 4 local primary
schools, but their term will now
run for the school year.  This
year’s mayor will be from
Parkgate Primary School and 2
deputies will be from St
Winefride’s and Woodfall schools.
The Rose Queen for the Summer
Fair will be from Neston Primary
School.

The Council’s stall at this year’s
Summer Fair was well attended
with the offer of a plant pot,
compost and a sunflower seed to
grow and a goody bag.

The Town Council continues to
support local groups and Ladies
Day with Grants. Neston
Nomads have been awarded a
£10,000 grant to help pay for
their club house and changing
facilities.  Most grants are much
smaller and have supported the
Swimming and Water Polo group,
Little Actors with a number of
productions and Hip and
Harmony.  Hip and Harmony
have also been awarded a grant to
organise the Christmas Lights
switch on and entertainment
which will take place at the end of
November. It will be a separate
event to the Christmas Market.
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We have had problems with the
Town Council’s oak Benches
which were installed in 2010 and
were looking a bit discoloured
and needed upgrading. However,
the 2 on the Ropewalk were
vandalised and had to be replaced
with recycled plastic benches

which we hope will be more robust. We then had the bench on on
Park Street stolen and that has also been replaced with a plastic recycled
bench.

The Mosquitoes have been particularly problematic this year because
of the wet and warmth.  The Council continues to monitor the marshes
and pay for dredging the channels.  It is the shallow pools that create
the problem where the larvae develop and the Town Council works
closely with CWaC and the RSPB.

Cheshire West and Cheshire Council have informed the Town Council
that from 2020 they will no longer be providing Christmas Lights for
the High Street and other areas that and this will have an impact on
our future budgets.  The Town Council already provide the lighting
on the Market Square, Town Lane and Parkgate Parade.

We recently had a by-election in Parkgate Ward after the resignation
of John Edwards.  But it was uncontested so that the only nominated
candidate was automatically elected.  Who was it?  None other than
John Edwards!

If you have any comments or queries to make about the work of
Neston Town Council please take them to the Town Hall between
9:30 am and 12 noon when the office is open, or contact one of your
local Town Councillors whose details can easily be found on the Neston
website (neston.org.uk/information/councillors/).  There are 17
councillors representing residents in the town’s three wards.
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