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The Little Neston Cottage Hospi-
tal occupied a site adjacent to
Little Neston Methodist Church
now occupied by houses.

The hospital had been opened in
1920, in a house called Dee View,
on Little Neston Green, with 11
beds. It had a half-acre garden,
producing fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles. Extended to 31 beds, in 1948
it became part of the NHS. It
became a nursing home, but was
closed in 1964, and demolished in
1967.

Jeffrey Pearson, in his book
Neston and Parkgate Remem-
bered, comments ”the demolition
of the handsome local sandstone
building, with its prominent, spir-
it-lifting, spire, delivered a hard
blow to the character and ambi-
ence of Little Neston Green.”

Many people walking along
Station Road, Neston, following
the Wirral Way, must wonder
why the road is so called. It was
on land now occupied by Station
Close, at the top of the road by
Mellock Lane.

The line from Hooton to Parkgate
was opened in 1866, to serve the
Neston colliery and the bathing
resort of Parkgate. There was a
substantial brick-built building,
including a two-storey house for
the station master, and a siding
for a cattle dock. In 1932 there
were 22 up and 23 down trains a
day.

The line closed to passengers in
1956. It was used for freight until
1962, and the tracks were lifted in
1964. The station was demolished,
and the whole site developed for
housing.

Neston Civic Society’s
Latest Projects

The Society has installed many plaques at local sites of importance
in recent years.  It is now working on two more to be funded by
the Ruby Holloway Bequest (see page 13).

http://www.disused-stations.org.uk/http://freepages.rootsweb.com/
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Neston Community Youth Centre

Bringing people together for community benefit

Neston Community Youth Centre, known affectionately as
NCYC, is an independent charity led by a Board of local
Trustees and born out of Neston Youth Centre.  When,

thirteen years ago, the old building fell into disrepair local people
worked together to fund our new building.

Originally NCYC  focused on Adult
Learning and Youth Work but, fol-
lowing the financial crash, the organ-
isation had to focus on renting out
rooms for a wide variety of commu-
nity groups to deliver their services
to the people of Neston and the
surrounding area.

For many years, this is what we did.
We rented out rooms. Local indi-
viduals or groups offered language
training, sewing classes, dance, sing-
ing, acting, and much much more.
You name it – it was available!

This helped the  organisation to pay
the bills and keep the doors open,
but the objects of the charity
demanded more.  We wanted to
make a real impact ourselves and, in
the absence of community leader-
ship in the area, we started to drive
forward a partnership agenda so
that we could maximise the benefits

of having so many valuable activi-
ties taking place within our four
walls.

The relocation of Neston Children’s
Centre, in preparation for the rede-
velopment of Neston High School,
led to one of our most successful
partnerships with the relocation of
Neston Job Centre.

This then led to the relocation of
Citizens Advice, Foodbank and

homelessness support that could
each be more beneficial by cross
fertilization of ideas and services. In
this way, someone who comes in
for one service has ready access to
other services.

These developments formed the
basis of our five year strategy from
2015 and led to a significant expan-
sion of services.

At that time, NCYC took over the
delivery of Neston Angels (a
befriending service), Neston Flicks
(our local cinema) and large scale
events.  This work has continued to
develop over the past 5 years and
now includes regular film and after-
noon tea events for our elderly and
often isolated local residents.

By this stage we had so many vol-
unteers that we needed to create a
formal volunteers register which
records and supports all those who
help out at all our public events
and around our building – stew-
ards, gardeners, befrienders, tea
hosts, and many more.

In 2019, our attention turned to the
next stage in our development.

The Trustees wanted to explore
how we could support the health
offer in our area by talking to our
GPs and highlighting the services

NEW PARTNERS
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that could support their work.  At
the same time, the national Health
and Social Care agenda was looking
at ways of improving health and
wellbeing outcomes using services
outside of medicine.

One of the main issues that needed
to be addressed was that of loneli-
ness and isolation.  These issues are
really important but also time con-
suming. The medical interventions
to solve the problem are limited so
work began to integrate our com-
munity offer with the emerging
move towards the development of
the local Primary Care Network.

Unless you are psychic, the
arrival of the pandemic will

have been a surprise.  For NCYC,
our work over many years in bring-
ing local groups and people
together could now be utilised to
respond quickly to the urgent needs
that the first lockdown brought,
particularly the increase in isolation,
access to food and medicine, and
the challenges around mental well-
being.

Our staff left the building and set
up operations in their own homes.
Importantly, many of our registered
volunteers were themselves classed
as clinically extremely vulnerable so
we needed more help. The commu-
nity responded and we quickly
engaged an additional 85 people.

Supported by the volunteer drivers
of Ellesmere Port and Neston Com-
munity Transport, the team (includ-
ing our own staff, together with
pharmacy and Primary Care staff)
supported 748 local residents to
access food, shopping, medicines,
social activities and wellbeing calls
for 4 months – some working a
couple of hours a week and others
working 12 – 14 hour days.

In the middle of all of this, we
recruited Neston and Willaston’s
Social Prescribing Link Worker,
Rachael Furey who creates a bridge

between Community, Health and
Social Care.  Since September, she
has taken on a caseload of patients
from across the three surgeries in
Neston and Willaston.

The second and third lockdowns
brought a range of new challenges
which have been addressed
through effective partnership
working and creativity.  The volun-
teers who deliver the Neston
Christmas Lunch were incredibly
disappointed that they were
unable to do so.  We, once again,
turned to our community and
received pledges in excess of 176
dinners available to those that
wanted them.  We also distributed
food, toys and vouchers to families
most in need of support.  On
Christmas Day 2020, twenty seven
families cooked and delivered 36
meals to people living alone or in
challenging circumstances.

Working with Elephant Collec-
tive and through the Open

Kitchens scheme we are distributing
top quality, nutritionally balanced
meals to families and individuals
who are finding things difficult at
the moment.

Finally, when the Primary Care
Network received information they
were to receive a consignment of
Covid-19 Vaccine on the 5th
January 2021, we developed a
plan to enable over 80’s to be
safely vaccinated.  A call went out
to our users and Social Media fol-
lowers requesting help and once
again, the call was answered.  In
less than 6 hours, 190 volunteer
hours had been filled and by the
following morning all 240 hours of
volunteer time had been pledged.

We repeated the same feat the fol-
lowing week with the same
response.  This meant that in the
space of 8 days, 2360 people over
the age of 75 had been vaccinated.

For one of the smallest Primary
Care Networks in the country and
our little charity this was a great
achievement.

THE PANDEMIC
ARRIVES

OPEN KITCHENS
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the expectation that they will be
available later in the year as a dated
and searchable photographic
record.

This should enable us, and possibly
others, to monitor change in the
built environment. It will facilitate
before and after comparisons such
as those given below for the old

 opposite the
Civic Hall, now converted into a
house (2019 and 2021).

A number of businesses that might be
considered institutions in the town
are changing. At the same time that
Mannings was redeveloped, 

 the joiner’s shop on
the corner of Park Street and Cross
Street, was also being converted into
small, mews-type, dwellings. The
photographs on the next page show
the before and almost completed.

, on
Parkgate Road, is showing a “to let”
sign.  , on The Cross, remains
unlet having recently had a planning
application rejected for a fast food
outlet. The planners thought that it
would not “promote and positively
contribute to the health of the bor-
ough”. Apparently our town already
has “significant health challenges”!

We note that Escape Beauty
Academy, at 18 Bridge Street, says it is
moving to 30 Bridge Street, which
was  before
his sad demise last year.  Meanwhile
work on the former 

 appears to have re-
commenced recently.

The refurbishment of Constables and
Hewitt Adams (formerly Gittins
carpet shop) is now complete.
Together they form a delightful focal
point to the path through the
churchyard as you can see on the next
page.

Out and About in Neston
Robina Hetherington on Places and Planning

The Society has decided to start a  of our area. The
old Ellesmere Port and Neston Council wrote character appraisals
for the conservation areas of Neston, Parkgate and Ness. They

can be found on the CWaC website and are intended to “raise aware-
ness of the special qualities of the Conservation Area, so that as Neston
continues to evolve, it does so in a sympathetic way and the pleasing
character of the area is maintained for future generations.”

The Ness appraisal states that “pho-
tographic surveys of the area should
be undertaken every six years by
the Planning Department” and as
far as we are aware this is not hap-
pening; hence our initiative.

Along with commissioning a map of
the Ness Conservation Area we
have started making a photographic
record of the main buildings in
Ness. We aim to compile one of
Little Neston and Neston soon with

Mannings old shop No 1 Hinderton Road

1   Her costs
2   A hustler
3   Flakes drip
4   Centres on
5   Abyss ruins
6   Weird fitness
7   Grand senses
8   Hand equally
9   Faintly sensed
10  Noble chestnut
11   Naked dotty hens
12   Non-active chills

Anthony Annakin-Smith  sets us  another quiz.
Covid-19 has increased the number of walkers on Neston’s
streets, so can you solve these anagrams of well-known
locations in the area?
The name is what the place is often known as locally even if that
is not the full or official name; occasionally this involves an
abbreviation.
Ignore punctuation in the clue or answer.
Answers on page 12

Anthony’s New Anagrams
�
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Two very interesting applications
for planning permission for infill

of courtyards in the town centre
have been submitted.

A proposal to demolish 
 (located behind High

Street and Brook Street) and erect
11 one-bedroomed apartments in a
four-storey block, with access
behind the Brown Horse, was made
in July 2020.  We reported our
observations on the plans in our
last edition.

The other infill proposal was for
, which opens off

High Street opposite the Town
Hall, and has long been the home
of Bradshaw Ltd.

It is for the construction of a new
office building; conversion of
former stores building/ barn into
two self-contained residential units;
and renewal of previously
approved single-storey rear exten-
sion to existing office premises. We
thought that it was a good use of
space and that it was good that a
local business was going to invest in
the town.

A revised application has been
made for the 
at The Stables, Lees Lane. The earlier
scheme had been for 18 units. The
more recent application is for a
mixed-use development comprising
nine rather large-looking houses and
nine commercial units.

The committee objected, saying
they did not think it is a suitable
development for the area which is
in the Green Belt. The change from
low lying buildings to 2/3 storey
dwellings would be visually obtru-
sive.  The housing requirements of
the Neston Neighbourhood Plan
have already been met, making this
development an unnecessary
encroachment on Green Belt land.
The road at this point is narrow and
close to a dangerous junction,
where traffic swings round into Lees
Lane, sometimes at speed. This will
be a hazard for both vehicles and
pedestrians accessing this site.

Meanwhile another battle looms in
, not quite the Green-

belt, but abutting it. Possibly more
of a battle than at Lees Lane as
there are more people who live
close to the site and they are, as a
neighbourhood, somewhat experi-
enced at fighting developments.

The application proposes to demol-
ish a run-down bungalow at the
top of the lane and erect 

 and associated
detached garages, driveways. The
committee objected stating that:

We think that this application
would result in over-development
of this site. We note that the appli-
cation states 'up to three houses'
and we feel that two smaller prop-
erties would be more appropriate
on this plot in this setting. The pro-
posed development would change
the rural feel of this area, which is
on the edge of the Green Belt, and
would have an impact on the
Public Right of Way that runs
alongside the site. We are also con-
cerned about the increase of traffic
on this unadopted road both
during construction of the houses
and afterwards.

INFILL PROPOSALS

Whiteways joinery shop… …transformed A delightful focal point

Golden Lion Yard

Site at top of Sandy Lane

 Lees Lane
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The Neston Pest

All residents know from bitter
experience that mosquitoes bite (to
obtain blood, which is required by
pregnant females for development
of their eggs), and I soon discov-
ered that consequently (almost)
everyone locally shows a great
interest in the subject!

Michael had started to produce
“Mossie Watch”, which is a unique
online “traffic light” forecast of the
likely mosquito biting nuisance in
the coming week, available on the
front page of the Neston Town
Council and Community  website,
www.neston.org.uk and also on
the Neston Life app.

We base the prediction on
• the mosquitoes that we have
trapped in one of four traps distrib-
uted around Parkgate, Neston and
Little Neston in the few days
before, and
• weekly surveillance of the
numbers of larvae and pupae
(immature stages of the mosquito)
breeding in pools on the marshes,
and
• the weather forecast in the week
ahead.

The website also has a simple
online form for you to
report mosquito bites,
which helps us greatly in
our research into the local
mosquitoes, their biting
nuisance and how to
improve the accuracy of
our forecasts.

Mosquitoes are one of the most
researched animals in the world,
because of their central importance
in transmission of malaria and
other mosquito-borne diseases.

There are 35 species of mosquito
found in the UK, but presently
none transmit any disease to
humans (including Covid 19!). As
recently as the early 20th century,
“ague”, a relatively mild form of
malaria, was endemic to certain
parts of England (mainly the South
East), transmitted by mosquitoes of
the Anopheles group. This disease
died out partly because of drainage
of those mosquitoes’ freshwater
habitat, but mainly because of
improved housing.

This area of southwest Wirral is
bothered at certain times of the

year by hordes of mosquitoes of a
completely different type. We
know of at least 12 species locally
but the main villain is the species

 (photo), which
breeds in huge numbers in certain
brackish pools in the marshes of the
Dee estuary from Puddington to
Parkgate.

Eggs are laid in the mud at the
bottom of dry pools, and hatch
when flooded by the spring tides in
the spring and late summer/
autumn. Larvae develop into adults
over a matter of a few weeks and
this cycle accounts for the peaks of
mosquito numbers locally in the
late April - May period and espe-
cially late August – October (see
graph below).

This requirement for breeding
pools to dry out (exposing mud
and at the same time killing off
aquatic predators) and then re-fill-
ing means in practice that the
typical breeding pools are as shown
in the photo, remarkably small,
relatively shallow and situated
above the usual high tide level at
the edge of the marshes.

It is worth noting that these only
breed on the marshes and are com-
pletely different from the harmless
mosquito that you may find in a
rain-filled bucket or watering can in
your garden in summer: these are

 which bite mainly
birds and very rarely humans.

A chance meeting sparks a new interest for
Peter Enevoldson

Whilst walking my dog on the marshes in 2018, I had a chance
encounter with Michael Clarkson, Emeritus Professor and
ex-Dean of the Veterinary School at Leahurst. This sparked

an interest in those figures of hate, the mosquito, all too familiar to the
residents of Neston and the surrounding villages.

Female Aedes detritus

Distribution throughout the year of Ae. detritus trapped at one site in
Little Neston (amalgamated data from 2013-2019).

12 SPECIES
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People vary greatly in how badly
they react to each bite (this vari-

ation is largely genetic), and also
how likely they are to be bitten in
the first place.

There are many factors which
determine the likelihood of being
bitten: the number of mosquitoes
around and their activity levels
(dependent on the weather; hot,
still humid evenings being the
worst) but the other half of the
equation is often overlooked,

namely human characteristics
(partly genetic but also related to
perspiration), availability and
behaviour (activity and/or gather-
ings of people). This was very well
illustrated by events in 2019 (see
graph below).

The number of mosquitoes (as
assessed by numbers caught in our
traps) was higher in weeks 34 and
36, but there was a huge spike in

reported bites in week 35. The
weather was hot, still and humid
throughout but week 35 coincided
with the August Bank Holiday.

It also involved many families con-
gregating outdoors, often holding
barbecues, exposing lots of perspir-
ing bare skin, all gathered together
as revellers slaked their thirst from
late afternoon till after dusk: mos-
quito paradise!

So what can be done to reduce
the nuisance? Firstly it is largely

predictable and to an extent pre-
ventable by covering up and apply-
ing insect repellent and/or people
adapting their behaviour. Secondly
we can try to understand the
ecology of our local mosquito
better, to enable targeted interven-
tions to reduce mosquito breeding.

Experience in similar situations in
the United States has shown that
drainage of such saltmarshes is inef-
fective (indeed it sometimes made
matters worse), and chemical
spraying likewise and is beset by
problems of the mosquitoes devel-
oping resistance to the chemical,
damage to other species, danger to
the sprayers (mainly broken ankles
and legs rather than sinking into
the marsh!) and not least because
the life cycle of  is
such that spraying would have to
be repeated every 2 to 3 weeks
over many years in thousands of
pools.

By far the more effective methods
have been developed on the
eastern seaboard of the US and in
northern Australia, where “Open
Marsh Water Management” has
been refined. This involves
increasing water flow and reten-
tion within the marsh, which pre-
vents deposition of mosquito eggs
in mud at the bottom of dry
pools.

Also, the absence of drying out of
the pools allows the accumulation
of the natural aquatic predators
which feast on mosquito larvae
with great gusto and provide a
reliable, ongoing, safe and natural
way to decimate mosquito num-
bers.

 Working with the council, we
have proven that enlargement and
deepening of pools, and amalga-
mation of multiple small pools
into large ones, pretty well abol-
ishes mosquito breeding in the
excavated pools, and at the same
time attracts more bird life. This is
the way forward to try to control
the nuisance, though obviously
only small areas can be dug out
each year.

Readers interested in the ecology of the Dee estuary mosquitoes can find our paper free online at
           http://www.e-m-b.org/sites/e-m-b.org/files/JEMCA%2038%20p%2017-32_1.pdf

WHO GETS BITTEN?

WHAT CAN WE DO?
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Coast Path around Wirral

Anthony Annakin-Smith

From an economic perspective I
assume it will also bring tourism
pounds. But, as I will explain, there
is a sting in the tail.

LOCAL CONCERNS
The England Coast path will be a
new long-distance National Trail. It
has been evolving over many years
and will eventually be 2,975 miles
in length. However, in what seems
to me to be a total non-sequitur,
Natural England, who are in charge
of the project, are using the linear
path as an excuse to introduce
changes regarding access rights to
the massive expanse of saltmarsh at
Parkgate and Neston.

The marsh has been forming for a
century or more and has been used
by generations of locals for various
reasons. Bird-watching and photog-
raphy are common ones; samphire-
pickers and students on field trips,
learning about the unique saltmarsh
environment, are other users. Fisher-
men (and, presumably, women)
have a long history of usage seeking
crabs, shellfish and more.

I have lived in Parkgate for almost
thirty years and have accessed the
marsh on numerous occasions for
reasons such as those above or
simply to wander and enjoy the
exhilarating wildness that is the
marsh. It is a measure of public
interest that in less than two days
almost 900 people signed a petition
I launched concerning the latest
access issue; and someone has
recently started a Facebook group
which already has over 500 mem-
bers.

The issue is not straightforward,
though. Natural England’s ‘con-

sultation’ document (we’ll come
back to that word) has a section
headed ‘Exclusion of access to the
saltmarsh/flat’ and states that
‘Access to the coastal margin
seaward of route sections [num-
bered] is to be excluded all year’.

It cites Section 25A of the Country-
side and Rights of Way Act (2000)
(hereafter CROW) as the authority
for the action.

The document states that the marsh
is ‘unsuitable for public access’ and
gives two reasons for this: firstly,
that the marsh is ‘subject to frequent
tidal inundation’ and, secondly, that
‘RNLI and Coastguard data also
indicates incidents of people being
rescued from these areas’.

In my view both statements are
false. I live adjacent to the marsh
and do not accept that inundation is
‘frequent’ – ‘occasional’ is much
more accurate. Secondly, data from
the RNLI shows that in the past thir-
teen years there have been only
four incidents in the area con-
cerned, none of which appears to
relate to users getting into trouble
through underestimating the
marsh’s risks (I don’t believe Coast-
guard data would be any more sig-
nificant).

In my view, Natural England, based
75 miles away, are talking non-
sense, ignorant of local reality.
CROW requires any action leading
to exclusion to be  ‘necessary’ –
Natural England have made no case
that it is.

THE LANDOWNER’S
POSITION
Notwithstanding Natural England’s
wording quoted above, in a fine
example of Orwellian doublespeak
beloved of quangos, apparently
their proposals do not actually
mean that there will be ‘Exclusion

The introduction of the stretch of the England Coast Path
around Wirral’s coast to meet its Welsh equivalent near
Chester ought to be a cause for celebration. It will encourage

more public enjoyment of the great outdoors and, specifically, will
bring new infrastructure such as boardwalks along a section of the
path at Neston which can be notoriously wet and muddy.



10

of access to the saltmarsh/flat’. It
seems that they mean that no one
will be able to acquire rights to
access the marsh in the future; exist-
ing formal and informal rights are
unaffected. This is arguably accept-
able, apparently allowing existing
custom and practice to continue.
But, of course, it begs the question
‘What are the existing access
rights?’.

The landowner is the RSPB and I

have been advised by them that
their unequivocal position is that
the public have no access rights.
They have chosen to make an area
of ‘sacrifice land’ available to
walkers and those exercising their
dogs near the bottom of Marsh-
lands Road, Little Neston, but the
rest of the marsh, as far as they are
concerned, is out of bounds.

In my view, however, the RSPB’s
claim appears incorrect and is, at
the very least, open to challenge.
When they acquired the c.5,040
acres (2,040 hectares) of land from

British Steel in 1979 for £225,000 it
came with ‘The right which [British
Steel and predecessor owners] has
permitted the local inhabitants to
exercise over the property’.

Moreover, I have been accessing the
marsh from time to time for decades
and, more specifically, sometimes
using what is locally known as the
Fisherman’s Path, heading straight
across the marsh from the bottom of
Moorside Lane, Parkgate – all
entirely unopposed; I suspect I could
rapidly find scores of other locals

who could testify to the same. The
path was even mapped decades
ago, known then as ‘Gill’s Road'.

A lawyer may be able to advise
whether, in itself, this usage by me
and others has created common-law
access rights; one could argue there
is even a case for designating the
Fisherman’s Path a Public Right of
Way to what is, technically, a ‘point
of resort’ on the edge of the Marsh,
using the Definitive Map Modifica-
tion Order process.

To my non-legal brain, then, the
1979 conveyance seems to commu-
nicate the position unequivocally:
local inhabitants do have the right
of access despite what I have been
advised by the RSPB. If such access is
prohibited then it was not commu-
nicated in early signage at access
points and, to my knowledge, has
never been indicated subsequently.
Nor am I aware of any local consul-
tation or notice over the past forty-
odd years that access rights were to
be altered.

However, if the RSPB were to chal-
lenge the access position and new
rights needed to be established or
existing ones formalised or con-
firmed then I am concerned that
Natural England’s unwarranted
interference could preclude such
action. This is why I am strongly
opposed to the implementation of
Natural England’s proposals, at least
until the access position is clarified.
My opposition is redoubled
knowing that Natural England are,
by any reasonable assessment, using
false claims to support their argu-
ment.

When I put this point to Natural
England they came back saying,
‘The importance and status of the
designation of the estuary means
that further protection would prob-
ably be required if the directions
under s25A were not proposed’.
So, it seems that in their ‘consulta-
tion’, they are able to present mis-
leading, arguably false, arguments
but if they don’t get their way
they’ll throw in a different argu-
ment to back up their claims.

This seems a pretty pointless form
of ‘consultation’ to me: they are
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effectively saying, ‘The public have
been invited to comment on argu-
ment X but, if they don’t like it
we’ll ignore them and, when we
make our submission to the Secre-
tary of State seeking to confirm our
proposals, we’ll use argument Y’.

I am also concerned that there has
been inadequate engagement with
local people and organisations. I
have made a Freedom of Informa-
tion Request to see Natural Eng-
land’s submission prior to it going
to the Secretary of State but, at the
time of writing, have not had con-
firmation I can do so.

THE MARSH’S SPECIAL
IMPORTANCE
There is, though, one other hugely
important point in all this. I am
very conscious that the saltmarsh is
a vitally important bird reserve, an
SAC, a Ramsar site and a SSSI. The
very last outcome I would want
from this affair is to see hordes of
people wandering at will over the
marsh creating untold disturbance
to the fauna (a few people have
suggested there should be a mass
trespass to assert their rights – No,
No, No!).

The RSPB are passionate in their
concern about this and I entirely
‘get it’. However, I am also con-
cerned that no organisation should
be able to interfere with the occa-
sional access that people like me
have over that land, carefully
avoiding nesting sites. The right to
do this existed for decades before
the RSPB gained ownership and I
do not believe this right can or
should be supplanted.

As far as I am concerned, the status
quo is fine – it ain’t broke so we
don’t need anyone to fix it. I
would, however, encourage the
RSPB to engage with the public
locally, stressing why it is so impor-
tant to care for the marsh, to keep
dogs on leads at all times, not to
disturb nests and to act responsibly
in other ways so that this unique
and much-loved local asset can con-
tinue to be enjoyed in perpetuity by
the land-owner, locals and, of
course, wildlife.

Planning Objections
The committee of the Civic Society consider all the local applications
to Cheshire West & Cheshire’s planning department.  Most of these
they support or see no reason to object to,  But in some cases they
do see grounds to raise objections and do so.

In addition to those referred to in our “Out & About” feature, recent
comments were made as follows:

 - First floor side extension

We note that four windows are proposed for the bedroom of this
extension and suggest this could easily be reduced to three to avoid
overlooking the neighbouring property.

 - Construction of
one dormer bungalow.

In principle we do not object to a residential building being built here.
However we are concerned that losing a section of bank here to provide
an entrance to the property will change the nature of the Lane and the
quality of this rural part of Neston, which is much used by walkers and
cyclists.

We would prefer to see access to this property through the courtyard
area.  We also feel that this proposed development could undermine the
old gasworks wall which we think should be preserved intact.  Drainage
of the area also needs to be carefully considered as this is an area that
can be very damp and prone to surface water.

 -Construction of additional storey. We feel a
two storey house would be inappropriate in this setting given its position
next to the protected open marshes. We note that the property next
door has been successfully extended as a dormer bungalow, using the
roof space, which seems more appropriate to this area.

it is considered that the proposed development would not be visually
attractive as a result of good architecture, and would not be sympathetic
to local character, including the surrounding built environment.

Second floor extension,
demolition of existing garage and erection of a single storey extension
to side and rear, re-render elevations, replacement windows and
excavation of front garden to create car parking area.

We feel a three storey house is inappropriate and out of keeping in this
setting.  It appears too big for the site and will overlook and dominate
the bungalows in Cliffe Road behind it.
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In CH64 Age Matters

Anne and Jackie were so disap-
pointed that the elderly of Neston
were expected to get help from Age
UK on line or by phone after the
office closed.  Trying to fill in a gov-
ernment form using the phone or on
line is a nightmare.

So Anne and Jacky decided to keep
the office going voluntarily, with the
kind help of the church offering the
use of the office for free. A charity
CH64 Age Matters was set up.

A small management committee was
established consisting of Gareth
Powell as Chairman and his wife
Amanda as secretary, Len Sloan from
the Methodist Church. Anne Jones,
Jacky Gorman and Janet Griffiths
Town Councillor.

 They have been meeting quarterly.
The Neston Civic Society donated
£500 to help with expenses at the
start and grateful clients have made
donations.

Anne’s contributions of assistance to
local families is invaluable.  She fills
in forms and gives advice about
other agencies, where help can be
applied for and who to contact.  So
many families in difficult situations
trying to deal with elderly residents
have found Anne’s support and help
such a relief.

Anne has continued to work even
during Lockdown from her home.
In fact instead of 3 mornings, some
weeks it is every day and she does
this unpaid.

The residents of Neston who have
needed assistance at a difficult time
have been extremely grateful for her
kindness and knowledge. If you are
also in need of some help you can
phone the CH64 Age Matters office
once it is open again on 336 8388
or at Anne’s home number on
336 5358.

Three years ago Age UK closed many of its offices including the Neston
office, which was in the Methodist Church at the top of the High

Street. The office was run by Anne Jones on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday mornings.  She had the assistance of Jackie Gorman on
Wednesdays.

CIVIC SOCIETY AGM
The 2020 AGM was
different.
Unable to meet physically the
Society decided on a “virtual”
meeting via Zoom.

Normally the AGM takes place
before one of our regular speaker
sessions.  Without the lure of such
entertainment “attendance” was
somewhat reduced.

It was sadly Rob Ward’s swan-
song as Chairman.  In this role he
will be sadly missed, although he
continues activities as Publicity
Officer.  Sad also was the fact
that no-one was persuaded to
take up the reins loosed by Rob.

He thanked the efforts of all his
committee colleagues for their
work, each in their specialist role.
Their work had been conducted
throughout the pandemic by
Zoom.

Rob noted that since 2019 was
the last year for the Best Kept
Village Competition, we were
able to keep the “Best Kept
Village Improvement Award”
cast iron plaque displayed in
front of the Town Hall.

ANTHONY’S
ANAGRAMS

How well did you do?

Check your answers with the
aid of a mirror

The Cross
Leahurst
Parksfield

Neston Rec.
5ainsbury’s

St. Winefride’s
Ness Gardens
Denhall Quay
Stanney Fields

1he Neston Club
The Donkey Stand
1Neston Civic Hall

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
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Ruby Holloway
The lady behind the bequest to the Civic Society

Ruby Holloway was born in
Gillingham in Kent in 1920,
the elder daughter of

William and Georgina Guest.

In 1939 her father was a charge-
man in one of the Kent dockyards,
and the family was then living in
Sittingbourne. Ruby, now aged 19,
was working as a shorthand typist.
She worked in London during the
Blitz and met her husband, William
J Carter, also born in 1920, around
this time. They were married in
Sitting-bourne in 1942. In 1939
William was an engine fitter living
with his widowed mother at
Thornton Cleveleys, near Black-
pool.  Later for reasons of work
they moved north to Wirral and
Ruby eventually became a
manager at Kelvinators at Brom-
borough.

Later, in 1965, they were amongst
the first residents of Woodlands
Road, Parkgate. They had no chil-
dren. When they retired they took
over the Post Office in Thornton
Hough for a number of years. They
were keen bridge players and often
played with Sidney Holloway, an
export manager, and his wife
Anne.  However, the Carter’s mar-
riage broke down and they sepa-

rated, William continuing to run
the Post Office.  He died in 1988
and Anne Holloway also died
around this time, and Ruby
married Sidney Holloway, origi-
nally from Everton, in 1989, and
they continued to live in Wood-
lands Road.

Sidney died in 2004 leaving Ruby a
wealthy widow with no family to
inherit her wealth. For many years,
she drove a brown Mercedes
which was her pride and joy.
Towards the end of her life she
started assembling a list of benefici-
aries to whom she wanted to leave
her money.  She asked Anne Jones
of Age Concern Neston for sugges-
tions of local charitable groups.
Anne  suggested   Neston   Civic
Society.

Ruby Holloway died in 2012 and,
after bequests to individual people,
the residue was divided equally
between seven charitable and
political groups. They were Neston
Civic Society, St John Ambulance,
Age Concern, Clatterbridge Cancer
Research Unit, Ellesmere Port and
Neston Conservative Association,
Neston Parish Church and Abbey-
field Society.  Each received
£41,982.32.  The bulk of our
money has been invested in short
term bonds.

We have used the money for
various projects around Neston.
We have installed two teak
benches on Parkgate Road and
Ladies Walk, replaced the John
Wesley plaque on Parkgate Road

with a slate one, printed 5,000
Town Trails, planted an area on
the Green in Park Street, paid for a
new bench in West Vale Park and
bought a strimmer, which has been
used by the Civic Society and the
Friends of West Vale Park.

We gave £200 towards the instal-
lation of the VC stone to commem-
orate Christopher Bushell at the
Parish Church, £25 towards a defi-
brillator for the URC, £1000 for
two benches in the upgraded
Sytchcroft Park, £100 to Northern
Lights charity and replaced two
very old benches at the bottom of
Bull Hill and the top of Allans
Meadow.

We have also paid for an
Honours Board in Neston

Town Hall to commemorate the
names of the Town Mayors,
installed two Conservation Area
maps on the Market Square and
recently we have installed an infor-
mation notice on the Green at Park
Street.

We still have £30,000 invested in a
bond so please let us know of any
more projects we can support.



14

The Town council continues to
work via Zoom meetings.  One
member of staff caught the Covid
virus over a month ago and is still
currently suffering with the after-
effects and will be off for some
while.  But the Council business
continues.

The newly-named Community
and Environment committee still
has planning as part of its remit
and the Council still considers
applications as a statutory con-
sultee.

Complaints about the state of the
free standing town council notice
boards will be discussed at its next
meeting.

CWaC has been asked to erect
FREE PARKING signs at the
entrance to Chester Road car
park.

The Resources & Policy committee
continues responsibility for the
Friday Market which has contin-
ued to run with food only stalls.
Because of the expense of the
insurance, the gazebos were sold
to the traders for a nominal price.

They now pay for storage at the
Town Hall and are responsible for
their own insurance.

George McMahon (pictured) has
been appointed new Market  Man-
ager.  He is responsible for the erec-
tion of the gazebos at 6am and for
ensuring they are taken down and
stored at market close. He is in
contact with all the stall holders
asking for their concerns and com-
ments. Many of the stall holders say

how much they enjoy coming to
the Neston Friday Market.

It was noted that the financial
support for the Neston Ladies Day
would not be required again this
year as the parade cannot be held
safely but local shops have agreed
to display flower staffs in their
windows.

The Mayor, Councillor Warner
put a proposal to Council after
contact from Katie Roberts, who
runs About My Area, to support
local businesses at this difficult
time as they try to open up once
again.

The Town Council is to donate
£1000 towards supporting local
businesses online. It is expected
that CWaC will also be contribut-
ing. The decision requires the
recipient to acknowledge the
Neston Town Council support on
all websites of beneficiaries and on
all public materials. We hope this
helps.  It will be good to see local
businesses opening up again and
that local residents support them.

Town Council Matters

Ness Conservation Area The Society is producing a display
map of the area
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Neston Fairtrade Town
Neston is in its second year as a
Fairtrade Town, an award which
has to be renewed every two
years. The small committee led by
Chairman Margaret Heibel  has to
ensure every local church and
school support Fairtrade and use
their goods when they can. Local
supermarkets have to sell four
Fairtrade products and smaller
shops two. Local cafes have to use
at least two products.

Fairtrade Foundation tries to
ensure growers and producers
belonging to the movement get
paid a fair wage whatever the state
of the market, and local groups are
paid a premium which can be
spent on a local project such as a
school classroom, teacher, water
provision or solar panels, etc.Town Councillors Brenda Marple and Janet Griffiths promoting Fairtrade

The website was born in 2006.
Its parents were Ellesmere Port

& Neston Borough Council and the
Neston Market Town Initiative – if
that’s not incestuous, the latter
having been born of the former.

To carry the analogy further, the
midwife was MTI Board member
Peter Weston. His aim was to ‘pro-
vide information which will attract
visitors and inform residents’. He
elaborated:

‘The site will contain a directory of
businesses supplying goods and
services locally; lists of voluntary
groups and societies; local what’s
on guide; places of interest to visit;
and the history of the area.’  It still
does - and more.

At first this new community website
was a sub-set of the Borough Coun-
cil’s, with input from volunteers
working from the MTI portacabin
office behind the town hall, and
after its demolition from Ellesmere

Port to where the volunteers had to
travel each Friday morning.

By 2009 volunteer numbers had
dwindled to two, Jerry Harris and
Rob Ward.  And the same year saw
the demise of the Borough Council,
the transfer of functions to the
much larger Cheshire West, and the
creation of Neston Parish Council.

The Town Council (as it had imme-
diately become) in 2010 adopted
the domain name and split the site
into two, Council and Community.

The marriage has not always been
an entirely happy one, with the
Council undertaking a number of
redesigns.  Nevertheless the bulk of
the information of interest on the
site is still to be found in the volun-
teer-run Community pages,

In 2017 Jerry Harris had to resign as
a volunteer due to ill-health (and
sadly died shortly after), Although
assisted by short-lived assistance
from other occasional volunteers,

since then the Community pages
have been run and regularly
updated by Rob Ward.

The Community pages’ vast range
of topics covered have not dimin-
ished at all since the website’s birth.
Indeed its content has continued to
expand as can be seen in its drop-
down menus.

Particularly useful are the directories
of local businesses (over 350 of
them) and local organisations.  It
even has a search function.

Google “Neston” and after the
obligatory Wikipedia entry is the
official website of Neston, Cheshire.

To keep the valuable resource
going, Rob Ward and the Town
Council need more volunteers.
Interested?  Contact Rob, or Audrey
Duncan at the Town Council on
363 8024.

neston.org.uk
THE LOCAL COMMUNITY WEBSITE

Pictured opposite clockwise from left: Ness Rake, Laburnum Farmhouse, Snab Lane
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 notes that Neston
Surgery had moved to purpose-built
premises off Mellock Lane and a
planning application was made for
a pharmacy nearby. The October
issue shows a drawing of the new
surgery, ‘for Drs Morrison, Willcox,
Perry, Awan and Groves’. In 2021
Dr Awan is the senior doctor, while
we heard in 2020 of the sad death
of Dr Morrison.

The Society was objecting to the
wrong sort of shutters on High
Street shops, something that has not
changed.

The Borough Council’s Local Plan
was being revised, and the Society
were still unsure about the pro-
posed relief road (the one that was
half made as Ladies Walk, but never
completed).

I was surprised to read that
‘We…yet again suggest that a car
park on the land surrounding the
Civic Hall should be seen as a prior-
ity item.’

There were a number of recent or
planned conversions of farm build-
ings to dwellings

● at Hanns Hall Farm, Willaston,
described as ‘architecturally par-
ticularly important examples of
1930’s agricultural buildings’;

● Backwood Hall Farm, Parkgate,

● Laburnum Farm buildings in
Ness, described as ‘listed build-
ings which were falling into dis-
repair’.

● a 100 year-old building at Quay
House Farm (then known as
Colliery Farm on Colliery Lane)
at the bottom of Marshlands
Road,

● at Fiveways, Neston, the
shippon of Oaklands Farm had
permission for conversion to
two houses ‘of an interesting
and sympathetic design’

The former retort house of the gas
works on Church Lane had permis-
sion to convert the shell of the
building (‘…deteriorating rapidly
and does need rescuing from dere-
liction’) to two semis. In 2021 an
application was made to build a
house in the garden of what is now
Gascott House.

Chairman John Lamprell noted that
Neston came 4th in the Cheshire
Civic Pride competition.

 described the exca-
vations for what became Hallwood
Court. The site yielded only modest
archaeological findings, including a
musket ball. The article describes the
history of the site, which included
‘one of several breweries in Neston’
and a funeral director. The pet shop
and Bell’s glass are among the few
shops referred to that are still there.

Schemes for controlling traffic, from
1849, 1948, 1964 and 1973 (the last
still being discussed in 1991) occupy
two pages. Recently we seem
resigned to the conflict between
traffic and pedestrians, with only
minor changes, such as the changes
to Neston Cross.

During the Covid-19 pandemic there
are plastic barriers to widen the
pavement by The Cross, to allow
social distancing outside the Ele-
phant Bank. It has been suggested
that this could be made permanent.

The 1985 Neston shop front policy
was being updated. Security shutters
were again, as now, a thorny issue.

A litter-picking day was arranged,
meeting at the Bottle Bank. In 2021
bottles, and oodles of other items,
are collected for recycling.

I , the Society
argued that the Relief Road policy
should be abandoned, and argued
for a roundabout at The Cross.

Redcliffe House on Parkgate Road,
built in 1885 with ‘a beautiful tiled

lobby floor’, was for sale, as the
Neston Surgery had moved to
Mellock Lane.

In 2021 the name is preserved in
the Redcliffe Dental Practice, who
look after the planted area in the
corner of Parkgate Road and
Church Lane (and received a Little
Gem award from Cheshire Commu-
nity Pride).

Shop shutters were again in the
news, with Bells Newsagents in Liv-
erpool Road losing an appeal. The
Department of the Environment
Inspector said their solid lath shut-
ters were ‘harmful to the character
and appearance of the Conserva-
tion Area’.

The Council were rebuked for
patching up paved areas with
tarmac, or with paving stones that
did not match. The Society asked
that ‘a master design be drawn up
for paving and street furniture’. This
came to fruition with the Public
Realm Design Guide (PRDG) for the
town centre in 2011, only partially
implemented.

Another proposal for a restaurant at
Neston station had been rejected
and the article ends ‘Demolition
may now well be the sensible solu-
tion’, which we now know was
what happened.

Looking at 1991 as a whole, I was
struck by the number of businesses
mentioned that are no longer there
– Ethel Austin, Neston & Parkgate
Housing Association, Cheshire Car-
pets, Parkgate Hotel, Henry Jones
bookmakers, Manweb, Coach &
Horses, Scotts butchers, TSB, Kwik-
Save, Fosters Menswear, Hall’s
chemist), Batty & Beedles wood-
yard, Bells newsagent, The Wine
Rack, and Victoria Wine. The good
news is that as businesses have
closed, new ones have come.

Thirty years ago
What the Society’s newsletters said in 1991


