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Chairman’s Chatter

Since the spring, we have all had to get used to living
with Covid-19. Everything seems to point to this being
a long haul. I can see no prospect of our talks resuming

in the foreseeable future, but Celia Garvey, who organises
our talks, is arranging for some potential speakers to write
for this Newsletter and the first of these appears in this issue.

The Parkgate Society (which helped to form Neston Civic Society in 1980)
is asking members whether they would be interested in Zoom talks, so I
suggest we wait to see how they get on.

Last week I was very sad to read that Carrie Spacey was planning to retire from
editing AboutMyArea. Her website has been an excellent source of local news and
comment since 2008. It has been a huge asset during the pandemic. Carrie has been
an active member of the local community, even being a Town Councillor for several
years. We must hope that a new enthusiast will take over the business.

If you look at the flower beds in front of the Town Hall,
you will see the Award for Most Improved Village in

Cheshire, which was won by Neston & Little Neston.

In the Market Square, two copies of the map of Neston
Conservation Area are on display. This was created with the
help of architect Darin Grozdev, a colleague of Stephen Quicke (a former member
of our committee). The final production was by Jo Richardson, who runs Zero21,
a Neston media company. She helped produce the children's artwork around the
Market Square, which has lasted remarkably well. We are now working on a map
of Ness Conservation Area. This is unusual, in that in addition to the built-up area,
it includes fields towards the Dee estuary, where there are 3 ancient sunken tracks.
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A note about the proposed England Coastal Path came
from Ginny Hinton, Area Manager, Cheshire to
Lancashire Team, Natural England, via Justin Madders
MP, and Robin Hughes.

Natural England propose that the coastal path follows
the line of the Public Footpath between Moorside and
Little Neston (along the edge of the marsh). CWaC would manage the design
and delivery of that work.

Their proposed coastal path tracks inland away from the saltmarsh between
Parkgate Parade and Moorside. They did consider another option, but an inland
route following easier terrain and avoiding nature conservation sensitivities on
that part of the estuary was more appropriate.

Natural England says the report will be published before the end of 2020, to
be followed by an eight-week consultation period. But since this was being
discussed in 1990, it may take a little while!

NESTON CIVIC SOCIETY  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

19 November, 2020 7:30 pm

Join our using this link

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81694012253?pwd=V2VoSUs3UEVjTVZ0NmhkZG8wWmExUT09

Meeting ID: 816 9401 2253  Passcode: uF5W8w
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Covid & Council

Cllr Louise Gittins recently gave an interview
to the Ellesmere Port & Neston Talking
Newspaper for the Blind.  What follows is an
edited transcript.

I used to have the Leisure and Wellbeing portfolio, so when I became Leader I
thought it important to continue with the Wellbeing part – after all everyone’s
wellbeing is what makes the world go round.

Yes, we were selected as one of 11 advisory councils to work with government
on Test and Trace.  We’ve been having talks with Ministers, with Public Health
England and with others to tell them what was really required at a local level.
Unfortunately this hasn’t always borne fruit.  But there has been a really good
partnership across Merseyside and Cheshire where public health officials have
been working together to try to improve the testing regimes, and we have had
some success.

But unfortunately in terms of testing we’ve been rather dictated to by Serco and
De Loitte, the government contractors, over what we can do.  We have to make
a case for any testing facilities, so we’ve been redeploying staff from other areas
of the council to help with our fantastic Public Health team in tracing people.
They go out knocking on doors as well as doing lots of detective work.  Our
contact tracing rate in Cheshire is 99% in picking up those people being missed
by the national system.  To get on top of this virus we need to get on top of
tracing.  Until we do, we don’t stand a chance.  Our main problem has seemed
to be in household and community spreading rather than in retail or work
settings.

The Civic Society Newsletter is Edited and Designed by Michael Shipman and Printed by
Brookdale Printing Co Ltd, Oaktree Court Business Centre, Mill Lane, Neston CH64 8TP
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Since March we’ve been having daily meetings, nearly all on-line.  Just yesterday
it was another 12-hour day.

But it’s so rewarding and sometimes I do enjoy it so much.  For example last
month we opened a new play area near Woodfall School and to see the children’s
excitement in using it on the day it opened - well it’s those little things which
remind you of the way people’s lives can be improved.

Ian Ashworth – he’s very good, very down-to-earth,
very committed to his role.  As well as being an officer
of the Council, responsible to the Chief Executive and
to me as Leader, he’s also directly responsible to Public
Health England, so he has a very important dual role
and he is a member of a number of different and
valuable networks in all this.

Well we've spent about £37m in our response to
Covid-19.  Although this should take us through to the
end of the year, we have a current shortfall of £12m which has to come out of
next year’s budget.  And because the Chancellor has not made a Financial
Statement we have no idea what our grants will be next year.  We certainly have
huge financial pressures and we will be going out to consultation with the
community.  It’s getting pretty grim.  Over the past years of austerity we’ve lost
out of our budget about £330 million.

No I don’t.  I think that with what
I’m doing now I can have more
impact on people’s lives than if I
were an MP, particularly an
Opposition MP.  So while my
lovely residents keep electing me,
I’m not going anywhere! Help stop the spread of Coronovirus
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Watercourses of Wirral

I’m used to normally presenting my lectures as
lavishly illustrated digital slide shows with dozens

of pictures, accompanied by me telling the
audience about the subject in question.
There is no script, so converting it into a written
lecture is a new departure for me, but here goes..

First of all let me define what I mean by Wirral. I’m not talking about Wirral as
created by the politicians, I’m talking about the geographical Wirral peninsula,
defined roughly by the line of the ‘contour’ canal which runs between Chester and
Ellesmere Port. All the water which falls on the fields, roadways, and gardens of
Wirral (and there’s been plenty of that in the last few weeks) drains either to the
Mersey to the east or the Dee to the west. Which way the water flows off the
peninsula depends upon which side of a series of natural watershed it lands.

You may ask what is a watershed?  Well it’s literally like a shed roof with the
rainwater flowing by gravity into the gutter on one side or the other. The main
watershed on Wirral follows almost exactly the line of the A540, the road from
Chester to West Kirby. It’s probably not called the ‘Chester High Road’ for nothing!
Everything in the relatively narrow strip to the west of this line flows to the Dee.
Everything to the east, which is probably more than 80% of the peninsula, ends up
in the Mersey. There is only one significant river to the west – Shotwick Brook, and
the smaller Stanney Brook. To the east there are three river systems, each fed by a
series of smaller tributaries: the River Birket to the north, the River Dibbin in the
centre, and Rivacre Brook to the south. There is also, of course, the River Gowy,
but this primarily drains water from Cheshire, not Wirral.

Some eight miles long, The Birket crosses north Wirral from
one side to the other picking up several other streams on its
way. Flowing from west to east it first appears on the
outskirts of West Kirby. Joined by Newton Brook, which has
its source near to Black Horse Hill, its waters are swelled by
Greasby Brook which drains Thurstaston Common and
Royden Park.  Then, after passing Hoylake and Meols, it
crosses through the low-lying land on its way towards
Leasowe lighthouse where it’s joined by Arrowe Brook.

Arrowe Brook is one of the Birket’s main tributaries and
gives its name to Arrowe Park where, diverted through the
park, it feeds the large ornamental lake before cascadingCopyright vwlowen.co.uk

Birket before passing
under M53
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over the dam and on towards Saughall Massie.  There
it passes under a narrow arched sandstone bridge built
in 1829 by Thomas Brassey, the famous bridge and
railway engineer. Beyond Moreton, the Birket is
joined by the River Fender which for much of its
course runs parallel with the M53 motorway to the
west of Bidston Hill. The Fender actually begins its
life as Prenton Brook, draining the land as far away
as Pensby before passing through the deep valley by
the Fox and Hounds at Barnston. Having been fed by
numerous small tributaries and drainage ditches, it
finally discharges into the River Mersey via the Wallasey
Pool and the lock gates by the Twelve Quays ferry terminal.

From the narrow strip down the west side of
the peninsula, several small streams drain into
the River Dee. One  can been seen in ‘The
Dungeon’, the deep ravine which lies between
Thurstaston and Heswall. Further south, to the
west of the Hinderton Arms, is the source of
Stanney Brook which flows through Neston
and down to the marshes where sea-going
vessels used to anchor before setting sail for
Ireland and

foreign parts, hard to credit when you see the size of
the stream today. To the south of Hinderton, the land
drains to Shotwick village via Shotwick Brook which
passes behind Goredale,  through the grounds of the
Craxton Wood Hotel, and under the  dip on the
Welsh Road. Today it flows out across the marshes
before joining the Dee, but its estuary was also once
used as a safe harbour for vessels sailing to North
Wales and Ireland.

Moving across to the other side of the High Road,
thousands of acres in the central portion of the peninsula are drained by the River
Dibbin. Some ten miles long it has its source in the ditches around Ledsham and The
Yacht before it flows north-east to its outfall at Bromborough Pool. It first becomes

visible near to the Cheshire Yeoman and the Woodhey Hotel
(pubs are always a good way of explaining where things are!)
before it passes under the Welsh Road and past the Brook
Meadow Hotel en route to Eastham. At the bottom of Eastham
Rake near to the station it’s joined by Hargrave Brook which
originates to the south of Willaston. Meandering through
Dibbinsdale valley separating the modern housing development
from Bromborough Golf Club, it passes close to Raby Mere,
the man-made lake created to drive the old water mill.

Fender crossing Bidston Moss

Stanney Brook
on the marshes

Shotwick Brook passes
under Welsh Road
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Here its flow is swollen by the combined waters from Raby Brook, Thornton Brook,
Brimstage Brook, and Clatter Brook, all of which drain from the areas which bear
their name. Brimstage Brook originates near to the Harvest Mouse restaurant in
Heswall, and Brimstage Brook and Clatter Brook actually flow through culverts
underneath Clatterbridge Hospital! Passing through the valley below the Dibbinsdale
Hotel, the river is at its maximum width as it flows through Marfords Wood and
Brotherton Park, which together comprise the Dibbinsdale Nature Reserve, and then
under the Chester to Birkenhead railway line through a unique double tunnel before
arriving at Spital Dam. This is the highest point to which the river was tidal after

construction of the dam creating the mill pool
still visible on Bromborough Road.

After passing under the old railway line to the
Stork Margarine factory, the Dibbin meandered
through the fields on which the Port Sunlight
soap factory, created by Lever Brothers, now
stands. The whole area, including the Port
Sunlight village, was criss-crossed by tidal creeks,
all of which have long since been diverted and
disappeared as the factory and village expanded,
but which originally dictated the layout of both.
There were once wharves and a dock on the
river within the factory, but these have all

disappeared within the last forty years, some of which the author was responsible
for! Then under the New Chester Road, originally via another of Brassey’s arched
sandstone bridges, and on down past the site of Price’s Candle factory which too
has now disappeared to be replaced by modern housing developments.

And into Bromborough Dock, built in the
1930s and filled in during the 1990s, it is
now home to the Port Sunlight River Park
– a rapidly developing wild life sanctuary
and an excellent point to look out across
the Mersey estuary from Liverpool to
Runcorn. The waters of the Dibbin were
once held back here by massive lock gates
which allowed ocean going vessels to lie at
anchor discharging their cargoes from
around the world, even at low tide. Today
the waters from as far away as Ledsham and Pensby steadily trickle down a concrete
spillway into the River Mersey on their way to Liverpool Bay and out into the Irish
Sea.

…..and finally to the south east corner of Wirral, drained by the mighty Rivacre
Brook which begins its life in the ditches to the east of Capenhurst. After being joined
by Archers Brook draining the Meadow Park area, Rivacre Brook emerges into the
light of day on the corner of Spinney Drive and Ascot Drive before making its way
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through a deep valley and under Sutton Way.
Running for a short distance alongside Mill Lane
which must surely have been the site of a water
mill at some time, it’s joined by several smaller
tributaries before passing under the railway line
and Rossmore Road on its way to the delightful
Rivacre Valley Nature Reserve.

It now has to get past the motorway and the
Manchester Ship Canal before it’s able to finally
discharge into the Mersey. The Brook actually
passes through the centre of the roundabout under the motorway at the bottom of
Netherpool Road. Finally passing under the canal through an inverted culvert, it
arrives in the Mersey across the mud flats to the north of Manesty Mount.

This is a story normally illustrated by some three hundred images and it inevitably
loses a lot in the telling, but I hope it’s brought to life some of the epic little rivers
which Wirral depends on to drain away the thousands and thousands of gallons of
rainwater which fall on it every year. Now, every time you drive along one of the
roads which dips through the many valleys that criss-cross Wirral, you might ask
yourself, “I wonder which river this is?” !

The following are all anagrams of roads or tracks to be found in Parkgate,
Neston, or Little Neston. Some are well known, some less so. Can you work
out the names? Ignore any punctuation in the clues or answers.

1. Sweet pinky
2. Dad’s onto lager
3. Uncle - a cook
4. See brown cellulose
5. Ah! Absolute one!
6. Pry aboard ark

7.   Rode polo rival
8.   Outer clothing
9.   Rotund boar
10. Hard, amorous Latino
11. Allow sad amen
12. Wow! Tarot reader
(Not an easy one - by the entrance
to theWaste Recycling Centre

Anthony’s Anagrams
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Coming to Neston to visit my Mum (from my then home in Kingston, Surrey)
back in the late 1990s, we spent many an evening  around her long pine kitchen

table, putting the world to rights.  I remember distinctly that I laughed out loud
when I first learned that there was a ‘Little’ Neston, given that, to my then
London-centric eyes, Neston was quite small enough!

I also didn’t know it at the time, but I was in esteemed company, as one of my
Mum’s friends, David Clark, was to become the first Mayor of Neston some years
later.

At that table I remember us all talking about what we
felt Neston needed to boost its town centre – mainly
rent and rate reductions, ‘start-up’ grants, that sort of
thing. Little did I know then that subjects like these would
become my staple diet in the not too distant future.

In late 2000 I made the move to Neston, a recently-
divorced Mum of two small children. It felt like a massive
leap into the unknown, but proved to the best leap of
my life, other than said small children and my second
marriage to the long-suffering Dean.  He helped me take
another leap, to launch AboutMyArea, in 2008.

Since moving to Neston, I had come to realise that there
seemed to be quite a bit going on in the area, but that it was hard to find out about.
The free papers that used to come through the doors back then barely mentioned
Neston – even Ladies Day was consigned to page 17 of The Standard, the year one
of my daughters walked in the parade for the first time.  It stung.

So it was, on flicking through a national paper one day, I spotted an ad for the
AboutMyArea franchise and dived in.  It was a steep learning curve, despite my
experience in marketing, sales and some writing, but once it started to gain some
traction it became a passion – I’ve sometimes called it my third child!

Over the years I have thoroughly enjoyed writing about the goings-on of this unique
area. We are so blessed with beautiful countryside yet with excellent links to busier
conurbations, fantastic community spirit, masses of history, brave entrepreneurs
who have risked all to start exciting new businesses, and armies of volunteers who
think nothing of spending hours and hours of their precious time on hosting public
events, visiting the elderly and vulnerable, serving on the Town Council and saving
local landmarks, amongst many, many things.

“Be it ever so humble,
there’s no place like
Neston”
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The big public events I’ve had the pleasure to cover over the years are a massive
highlight. Naturally Ladies Day is the jewel in the crown, but Neston Village Fair,
events at Neston Cricket Club (now The Neston Club, of course), Burton fairs,
Willaston festivals, ParkgateFest and Parkgate Carnival – all have been a joy.

There have been tricky times, too.  My first toe in darker waters came with the
Sainsbury’s debate in the very early days of AboutMyArea – should they or shouldn’t
they bring a medium-sized supermarket to this historic market town?  The discussions
were colourful, to say the least.  At one memorable planning meeting, which had
to be held in the Civic Hall due to the sheer volume of attendees, I sat next to two
elderly ladies.  They were much-vexed over the very notion of a supermarket that
would ‘ruin local shops’. I asked them where did they do most of their shopping
now?  The answer - Tesco in Heswall, of course.

Another huge furore was over the now
legendary Cuckoo Lane debacle.  I had just
downed my keyboard after a very busy year
and was looking forward to a quiet
Christmas with my family.  Cuckoo Lane

had other ideas.  Oh, the fury of it all!  The
underlying reason for the uproar was that no country path, let alone

an ancient one such as this, should be bulldozed and covered in tarmac.  Ultimately
public pressure on the local authority won the day. I like to think that AboutMyArea
had something to do with that.

Amongst the many wins there have of course been a few down days. Detractors
who sought to portray me as ‘biased’ perhaps lacked an understanding of economics.
Whilst the aforementioned, long-suffering Dean supported me financially while I
got the business up and running, I needed it to ‘wash its face’ or I would have to
get a job and the website would fold. I think what some critics failed to understand
is that you cannot ask one person to pay for something that you then give away
free to another.  Fortunately, I have been able to count on the support of many
fantastic local businesses. I’m very grateful to them.

I’ve long been a supporter of local businesses, through AboutMyArea of course, but
also a fairly long stint with Neston & District Chamber of Trade. I think we are very
lucky to have the independent businesses we do.  I know there are many who,
understandably, bemoan the loss of some types of small shops from days gone by,
but it is a different retail world now.  With so much available online, even before
the pandemic the shape of high streets across the land was changing.  We have great
service outlets – particularly in the hospitality sector. I remember there only being
one place to get a coffee when I first moved here – the brilliantly named ‘Star Books’,
which only makes comedic sense when compared to the name of a well-known
chain of coffee shops being spoken out loud by someone with a Northern accent!
Now, we have so much choice, thanks to brave business people such as the Mitchells
(Elephant Collective), the McDonagh family (The Blue Bicycle), the Spencers
(Mozkitos) and so many more.



12

A couple of years ago I was encouraged by another local entrepreneur to launch
the Neston Life mobile app. Far out of my comfort zone, as someone who qualifies
for mailshots from Saga, it’s been fun to put together and it has proved popular.
Along with the website, I believe that in the hands of new people, perhaps younger
and more energetic than I, there is plenty of scope to continue providing Neston
and the villages with its news coverage, special offers, features and more.

So why am I going now?  For me, this has been more than a job, it has been a
vocation. As such, I’ve never really switched off since February 2008 when I first
started working on it. I had been thinking of standing down for a while, but 2020
has made many of us reassess our priorities. In my case, it’s time (pandemic
permitting!) for more adventures with my family, travelling and generally smelling
the roses.

My dearest wish right
now is to find someone
or some people who
can take the baton
from me and run with
it long into the future.
It has massive potential
and a huge legacy of
content that I very
much hope can be
retained.

Carrie Spacey – October 2020

Anthony’s
Anagrams
Answers

Pykes Weint
Gladstone Road

Cuckoo Lane
Wellesbourne Close

Boathouse Lane
Raby Park Road
Liverpool Road
Leighton Court

Burton Road
Manorial Road South

Allans Meadow
Water Tower Road

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Our thanks to Antony Annakin-Smith
for this light-hearted contribution at
at time which many find stressful
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The concept of a Green Belt has been around for a long time. It started in Europe
where in the late nineteenth century broad boulevards were increasingly used to
separate new developments from the centre of historic towns.

The Metropolitan Green Belt around London was first proposed by the Greater
London Regional Planning Committee in 1935. In 1947 the Town and Country
Planning Act allowed local authorities to include Green Belt proposals in their
development plans. Currently the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
gives detailed advice when considering whether to permit development in the Green
Belt

According to the NPPF including land within the Green Belt is to
● check the unrestricted sprawl of

large built-up areas
● prevent neighbouring towns from

merging into one another
● assist in safeguarding the

countryside from encroachment

● preserve the setting and special
character of historic towns

● assist in urban regeneration, by
encouraging the recycling of
derelict and other urban land.

On a local level the Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan and Neston
Neighbourhood plan both state “the intrinsic character and beauty of the Cheshire
countryside will be protected by restricting development to that which requires a
countryside location and cannot be accommodated within identified settlements”.
However, both documents allow for limited affordable housing for local community
needs and limited infilling or partial redevelopment of “previously developed land”
within the Green Belt.

The 2012 National Planning Policy Guidance uses the terms 'brownfield' and
'previously developed land' interchangeably: land which is or was occupied by a
permanent structure, including the curtilage of the developed land (although it should
not be assumed that the whole of the curtilage should be developed) and any
associated fixed surface infrastructure. This excludes land that is or has been occupied
by agricultural or forestry buildings, land in built-up areas such as private residential
gardens, parks, recreation grounds and allotments and land that was previously
developed, but where the remains of the permanent structure or fixed surface
structure have blended into the landscape.

The housing target for 2010-2030 was set by Cheshire West and Chester Council for
the Neston area as a minimum 200 new dwellings. This target has already been
exceeded.

THE GREEN BELT
Robina Hetherington explains all
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This Autumn sees the completion of the last active
housing scheme for multiple dwellings at Shones

Croft, with the houses now being placed on the market. The new footpath,
roadway and dwarf garden walls are a great finishing touch that really makes an
improvement to what was previously an unmade and unadopted road.

The lack of any largeish sites available in Neston means
that developers are beginning to look at the Green Belt
that surrounds Neston. Applications for two schemes of

multiple dwellings, currently in the planning process, are on land within the Green
Belt previously used for horticulture or agriculture.

In September 2019 an application was submitted for the site at Parkgate Nurseries,
an ambitious scheme that proposed housing, a visitors’ centre, public space,
workshops and lots of parking. A revised, much reduced, scheme was submitted in
June 2020 for 17 dwellings on the site of the old greenhouses.

Neston Civic Society objected because the Society strongly supports the protection
of the Green Belt and this application was an incursion into Green Belt land. We
noted that this was also designated Coastal Zone land and an area of Special
County Value for Landscape.

The previous buildings on this site were
horticultural and low lying in the
landscape. The proposed development
would be visually intrusive, much higher
than the existing greenhouses, and bring
increased light and noise pollution to
Green Belt land.

The revised scheme was due to be considered at the September CWaC planning
committee but was withdrawn because there was ambiguity about the definition
of “previously developed land”. Presumably once this has been resolved the
application will be put to the Planning Committee.

Another application was submitted for 14 dwellings plus 4 custom-built serviced
plots at The Stables, Lees Lane, in June of this year. The dwellings are to contain
home working accommodation. The Society objected saying it was not a suitable
development for this area which is in the Green Belt; the change from low lying
buildings to 2/3 storey dwellings would be visually obtrusive, and the housing
requirements of the Neston Neighbourhood Plan have already been met, making
this development an unnecessary encroachment on Green Belt land.
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In addition we said the road at this point was narrow and close to a dangerous
junction, where traffic swings round into Lees Lane, sometimes at speed - a hazard
for both vehicles and pedestrians accessing this site.

The Civic Society Committee consider each application within the Green Belt on its
individual merits, but we are here to represent members of the Society. So, please,
if you have strong opinions please let us know.

If an application is rejected it is often not the end of the matter, and that is the
case in Willaston where McArthy & Stone have made a new application for the
British Legion site. The number of apartments has been reduced from 35 to 30 and
the height has been reduced to two stories. The application at Brook Meadow in
Neston by the same company is still awaiting a decision.

We have a wonderful new playground at Woodfall Lane that includes a picnic
area set in grass, new play equipment and a fenced Multi-Use Games Area
(nicknamed ‘the Cage’ locally) which is proving very popular.

Here we have had some interesting
developments and proposals:

Constables, the estate agents have carried out a very pleasant
refurbishment of their offices.

The old butchers at 1 Liverpool Road is being given a through
refurbishment and is due to open as ‘Glamour Café’.

Cafés have expanded with some very pleasant outside
seating installed. We have enjoyed frequenting these
exceptionally pleasant little bowers over the summer months.



16

Are you aware of this painting which resides at the Williamson Art
Gallery in Birkenhead?

It was created by Arthur Suker, a landscape artist, and is relatively unusual
in depicting a nineteenth-century industrial scene rather than something
bucolic. Its title is ‘Neston Colliery and the River Dee’ and the canvas bears
Suker’s signature and, according to the Williamson, the date 1875.

I must confess to having paid it relatively little attention over the years as my
focus has always been on the earlier period of mining at Neston which ended
in 1855. However, something always vaguely nagged me about the painting: it
shows a well-developed industrial scene with several large buildings as well as
at least two sets of headgear and a tall chimney; however, the first sod for the
colliery was dug only in April 1875 so they must have undertaken a huge amount
of work in a matter of months to create the infrastructure Suker depicts (as well
as the shaft-building which was going on at the same time). Furthermore, why
would a mine need so many large buildings anyway? Nevertheless, the picture’s
title was unequivocal in what it depicted.

It was only after doing some recent digging (no pun intended) that I realised
that things were less straightforward than they at first appeared. This was indeed
Neston Colliery in the mid-1870s; however, the buildings were not constructed
for Neston Colliery – they pre-dated it. I already knew that the earlier period of
coal mining had left no significant mark on this particular area but there was a
brief period around 1860 when smelting works were established on the site.

Anthony Annakin-Smith asks WHAT’S IN A NAME ?
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The company, Anglican Smelting, was intended to be capitalised for £50,000
(around £6.5m today) and the works were described at the time as ‘substantial’.
Scrutiny of contemporary OS maps confirmed that the buildings Suker depicts
were, in fact, there before Neston Colliery opened. One of the mapped buildings
is today’s Marsh Cottage on Marshlands
Road – sometimes mentioned by locals in
connection with the post-1875 coal mines
but which appears actually to have been
built by Anglican.

The tall chimney in Suker’s picture was
probably also erected at the same time. In
addition, close inspection reveals that the
date on the painting is 1876, not 1875,
giving more time for colliery-related
equipment such as the headgear to have
been erected.

The full name of the business was the
Anglican Smelting, Reduction and Coal Company Limited. While it planned to
smelt Welsh lead, the major activity was to be gold smelting, with the ore
principally to be imported from South America, probably Venezuela. Anglican
was to draw upon expertise from the Chancellorsville Freehold Gold Mining
Company, which had been based in Frodsham, Cheshire before being dissolved
c.1857.

As its full name implies, Anglican’s operations were not going to be confined to
smelting; coal mining was ‘by no means the least important part’ of its activities.
Lime burning was also planned. While it is quite possible that Anglican did
undertake some of this industrial activity, there is no hard evidence for it and,
in any event, the company was wound up no later than 1862. The reasons are
unclear but the shares were undersubscribed and a promised railway to Little
Neston only came after Anglican’s demise.

So, yes, Arthur Suker did paint Neston Colliery (in 1876) but there is more to
the image than the name at first suggests. It is not an unalloyed depiction of
construction and development of a bold new venture; it also tells a tale of failure
and abandonment.

For a longer article about Anglican, its background, activities and plans see
‘The Anglican Smelting, Reduction and Coal Company Ltd., How the

“Eldorado of Venezuela” Transformed a Corner of Neston’, available at
www.nestonpast.com/anglican-smelting-reduction-and-coal-company-ltd/
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The Town Council continues to work on Zoom with
councillors tuning in for committee meetings and full
Council meetings.  Anyone is welcome to join these by
using the meeting ID at the top of the agenda displayed
on the Council’s website. Two of the staff have returned
and are working in offices in isolation while the Council
Manager continues to work from home.

We have been a number of councillors short for some time
but I am glad to report we are now back up to full strength.
We have co-opted Susan Samuel for Parkgate, Maureen
Hinks for Neston, Paul Jackson for Little Neston  and Nick
Lynch for Parkgate.

There has also been a change in the committee structures:
Planning and Places have been combined as have Resources
and Policy. This is because on a number of occasions a
proposal has involved the work of two committees which
meant delays whilst both committees dealt with the item
before action could be taken.

You may have spotted on the Friday market new Mayor
Christine Warner selling face coverings, all of which she
has made herself, to raise funds for the charities she is
supporting this year: CH64 Age Matters (which has
replaced the withdrawn Age UK), and the old local
Matthews and Monk charity which has been running since
the 1860s. Because she is not able to hold a charity evening
function she hit on the idea of making masks to sell.  There
are some beautiful fabrics so please support her endeavours.

The Council has reinstated the Friday market after a couple
of months’ break.  It has been well received and most
customers are respecting social distancing and many
wearing  face masks.

It is planned to hold a Christmas market on December 4th
8am to 2pm. Although there will be no entertainments
hopefully it will still be festive. An extra market is planned
for December 22nd.

TOWN COUNCIL MATTERS
with Town Councillor Janet Griffiths

Cllr Susan Samuel

Cllr Maureen Hinks

Cllr Paul Jackson

Cllr Nick Lynch
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Planning applications continue to be
looked at especially those which cause
concern to the area. It is Cheshire West
and Chester Council which have the final
say but we try and educate them to
concerns in this area. Mosquitoes are still
being monitored and reported.

Earlier this year it was agreed that a
number of events held each year that
enhance the life of the town, such as the

Summer Fair and West Vale Fun Day and which are supported by grants, will
have just over half the grant budget set aside regularly each year. This rest is
available for small grant applications.  Because this year some of the events will
not be able to take place, the money was awarded to groups helping to support
the community during the Covid-19 ‘lockdown’.

With the support of the Town Council Neston
was able to retain its Fairtrade Town status.
The Town Council had to agree to support by
using Fairtrade products at any functions and
meetings. It is hoped with the help of a Town
Council grant small Fairtrade Town signs will
be hung beneath the ‘Welcome to Neston’ signs.

Thanks to Erin

Following a plea from
11 year old Erin Holmes,
CWaC agreed to bring this
bus stop up to standard.

Well done Erin! Photo: CWaC
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Civic Society comments on planning applications
In  addition to  the  observations  on  planning proposals  referred  to  in
Out & About, the Civic Society has made comments on a number of other
applications in recent months

 This
extension was not in keeping with the rest of the building, but the
development was permitted.

Although objections were sent in relation to the four proposals below, they
do not yet appear on the Council’s website.

Outline planning permission  for the erection of 
: “While aware that this is an outline

application, we would like to see a landscape drawing with this application
to show the boundary treatment onto Buggen Lane. The existing sandstone
wall should be protected or enhanced and the tree fronting Buggen Lane be
protected. We would also like to see the car parking arrangements for the
new dwelling.”

An application for single storey side and rear  at Maesbury, 
 “This house is in a dominant position on the Runnell, partially visible

from the Chester High Road. We feel that the flat roof on the side elevation
does not look in keeping with the rest of the house.”

 of the former to a hot food
takeaway: Several issues needed to be  considered: parking outside the
premises could be an issue and cause problems for traffic at this busy junction;
waste and recycling and arrangements for the disposal of litter needed to be
carefully considered, as did a safe escape route for tenants in the event of fire.

Proposed  demolition of  and the erection
of  with associated landscaping and car parking. Whilst
recognising the need for this sort of housing in Neston, particularly the units

for disabled people,
and the opportunity
the site provides,
there were a number
of concerns.

The committee
thought the building
too high and would
dominate the

Car Park

Brook Street

Sainsbury’s
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surrounding area, particularly the houses in Brook Street where residents
will lose  privacy in their back gardens. They suggested three storeys would
be better than four, and greater thought could be given to the utilisation of
space so that the quality of the accommodation was not compromised
unnecessarily. They thought the proportions of some of the proposed units
were poor. In the ground floor flats, designed for people with disability, the
front door opens straight into the living area, reducing privacy, and there is
also no natural light in the kitchen area. There is also a lack of outdoor amenity
space for residents.
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Town Hall

Tesco
Car Park

Sainsbury’s

Both original illustrative drawings by courtesy of EMC Architects
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  I am really sorry that Rob Ward has decided not to
seek re-election as  Chairman at our  AGM in November.

Rob has worked
tirelessly for 10 years
for the Society (not
least in keeping
committee meetings in
order) and the
committee will miss his
leadership.

I am glad to say he has
agreed to stay on the
committee as publicity
officer. 

Rob with his wife Eileen
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30 YEARS AGO in the Society’s
Newsletters

Rob Ward trawls through the four Newsletters produced in 1990
and finds how much things have changed (or not, in some cases)

In January 1990 we noted that Leighton Court was the subject of a fourth planning
application, to build 74 flats. Ellesmere Port and Neston Borough Council refused
permission on the grounds of bulk and loss of the Buggen Lane sandstone walls.

Meanwhile there was a plan for a roundabout at The Cross, ‘to improve traffic flow
and pedestrian safety’. Safety on Chester High Road was a live issue (as it is in 2020).

Neston Civic Society offered to pay for a logo on new litter bins to be installed in
the town centre inscribed “Neston Conservation Area”.

Shutters on shops were the subject of a policy statement by
the Planning Department. Shops needed permission to install
external shutters. Solid shutters were not encouraged, and
were not liked by Neston Civic Society (as in 2020).
Toughened glass was ideal, or external lattice grills.

Satellite dishes had been appearing in Neston Conservation
Area, and owners were warned that they needed permission,
(unless it was less than 90cm, not on the front of a building) in a conservation area.
Cable television was expected to avoid the need for dishes by 1994, but it was not
extended beyond the Town Centre westwards.

The Annual Report by Chairman John Lamprell tells us that Cheshire had published
its Structure Plan ‘Cheshire 2001’ and the Borough Council had produced its Local
Plan. The Society had objected to the proposed Town Centre Relief Road

Susan Chambers wrote a fascinating article based on her talk to Burton & South Wirral
History Society, about the Deeside Electric Works, on Old Quay Lane. In 1882
Crosland Taylor built Deeside Electric Works, which made insulation for the cables
being used by the Post Office and Railways. It used gutta percha. This needed lots
of water for cooling, which came without pumping from artesian wells. In 1887 the
works moved to Helsby, and led to the company BICC. In 1896 the Neston and
Parkgate Hygienic Cleaning Company was formed, with Algernon Grenfell of Mostyn
House involved. Again, they used water from the artesian well. It employed 80
people. In 1940 it was taken over by Tranmere Laundry, and in 1960 it moved to
Birkenhead. Evidence of the artesian well can still be seen at the edge of the estuary,
near Moorside Lane and Manorial Road South, where water is always flowing from
a pipe.

Issue 34 in April reported that Cheshire County Council were reviewing the definitive
map of local rights of way. There was an attempt to establish a right of way through
Haddon Wood, Ness.
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Along the marsh, the footpath from Moorside to the Old Quay  (not
the pub, the site of the 17th century quay) 'often needs waterproof
footwear to walk it comfortably'.  The route from the Borough boundary
at Gayton to Denhall Lane was 'designated as the future Dee Coastal
Walk'. In 2020 that is again being discussed!

Golden Lion Yard was described as one of the
'scruffy areas off the High Street ...that
contribute to the down-at-heel aspect of the
town'. As you go from The Cross towards the Town Hall,
the first narrow entrance is to Morton Court, and the
second is to Golden Lion Yard. It would be good to have
these entrances given name plates.

A supermarket on the Station Yard site was proposed, with 'parking requirements ...
dealt with in conjunction with ...the proposed restaurant in the station building'.

The Borough and County councils were each to spend £10,000 on a Neston Town
Centre Traffic Study, 'to ensure a viable policy on public and private transport'. A
problem referred to was access to the new supermarket: in the event, Ladies Walk
provided that, but the later plan for a relief road was never achieved.

This issue ends with four pages by Jack Cox of Parkgate, describing in beautiful detail
his journeys as a schoolboy by train from Port Sunlight to Hooton, then through
Neston and Parkgate to West Kirby, where he attended Calday Grange School.

The July  issue (no 35) starts with a fascinating history by Ina Bushell: Neston timber
dumps, 1941 – 46. Timber from passenger ships gutted by the War Office for carrying
troops was stored in Neston. The largest store was on Rose Farm, by Badger Bait.
Jim Bushell was in charge, and employed women, and older or disabled men. The
Rose Gardens houses were built on the site from 1947, by several local firms, including
Tom Norman from Newtown, Little Neston.

Planning blight caused by the proposed relief road, mentioned in the Council's 1977
proposals for the Town Centre, was a reason why derelict land next to Evans Shoe
Shop was not being bought. In 1993 the Borough Council gave permission for what
became Roklis Building, next to Pykes Weint. (In 2020 it houses the estate agent Vista
Abode, formerly Andrew's Estates.)

In August Neston Civic Society celebrated its 10th birthday and in October’s no 36
(my copy of which kindly came from Susan Chambers - who wrote it as well!)
announced they were pleased to come 4th out of 9 villages in the Cheshire
Community Council Civic Pride competition.

An article on Stanney Fields Park notes that Lord Leverhulme gave the land to the
Urban District Council in 1936, with a condition in the deed referring to construction
of an unclimbable fence. Vandalism seemed to have been a problem throughout its
history. The article suggests that more people might enjoy the park if there were signs
to indicate that it was there, and some seats. (In 2020 we have plenty of seats, and
excellent facilities for children to play, but the signs are all inside the park, so people
can be unaware of this gem.)
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NESTON CIVIC SOCIETY
ENVIRONMENT •  PLANNING   •   ARCHITECTURE  •   CONSERVATION

We campaign to bring about improvements in and about
Neston with particular emphasis on the Conservation area

Hon Secretary Lindsey Hinks
336 6598  lindseyhinks@btinternet.com
Hon Treasurer Janet Griffiths*
336 5478 Janet.griffiths.ncs@googlemail.com
Social Secretary Celia Garvey
336 5245 celiafiz@hotmail.com

Committee Members
Michelle Johnson
513 6160
andreamichellejohnson@hotmail.com
Robina Hetherington

robin@robina.co.uk

*Address for Standing Orders: 25A, Hinderton Road, NESTON CH64 9PE

Chairman Rob Ward  336 1517 w.r.ward@liverpool.ac.uk           336 1517       w.r.ward@liverpool.ac.uk


